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State of South Carolina District of Fairfield

On this 19th day of July in the year of our Lord 1832 personally appeared in open Court,
before the Honorable Henry W. DeSaussure Esquire Chancellor of the Court of Equity of the said
State now in session at Fairfield Court House, Robert McCreight a resident of said District of
Fairfield and State aforesaid aged 71 years should deponent live to see Christmas next, who
being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath, make the following declaration, in
order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named Officers and
served as herein stated. The Deponent was born in the County of Antrim Ireland. The record of
Deponent's age was burnt with the dwelling house of Deponent's parents in the Revolutionary
War. The Deponent lived on the same plantation in which he now lives on the South fork of
Jackson's Creek and the same in which his father lived, when called into service, and has lived
there ever since. The Deponent was drafted as often as called into service.

1% The first tour of duty performed by Deponent was the Florida Campaign, he was called
out by a Draft in the Militia, Capt. Robert Ellison commanded his Company, and Col. John Winn
commanded the Regiment, Major Joseph Brown was the Major but was not out that tour. The
Regiment marched through Augusta passed down the Savannah River to the Cherokee Hill eight
miles above Savannah town, then through Midway settlement, and on to Saint Mary's River,
there the Army stopped. The first and third South Carolina regiments were [indecipherable
word] & thereupon were encamped below the militia about 1 1/2 miles on the St. Mary's. The
deponent went out on a scouting party under Major Andrew Pickens afterwards General Pickens.
Col. Andrew Williamson was the oldest Col. and commanded all the South Carolina Militia in
that tour of duty. There were no engagements with the enemy. After [one or more
indecipherable words] in a small skirmish (one man wounded and a horse shot). The Deponent
was out in this term from about the beginning of April until the 11th of August thinks this was in
the year 1777 or 1778.

o The next tour of duty was also by Draft in the militia Major Brown commanded the
Regiment John Ellison commanded the Company but board the rank of first Lieut. only. The
Regiment marched to Purrysburg now in Beaufort District, General Richardson commanded the
Brigade at Purrysburg. The Regiment had no engagements, and staid out 2 months.

34 The next tour of duty was in the spring of 1779 was again called out by draft of the
Militia John Ellison who had then been promoted to a Captaincy commanded the Company. The
Gov. of South Carolina, John Rutledge, established his head quarters at Orangeburg, where the
Militia from all parts of the State had collected. They were, after news had arrived of the British
under General Provost having crossed the Savannah River marched on to Charleston and
deponent remained there on duty until the Militia were discharged. General Moultrie was the
next in command under Gov. Rutledge. The deponent was out in this tour from the latter part of
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March until the first week in July of the same year.

4™ The next tour of duty performed by Deponent was after the fall of Charleston. General
Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter] commanded the Brigade. Capt. Edward Martin commanded the
Company and Col. Richard Winn commanded the Regiment. On this tour of duty the Deponent
acted as 2nd Lieut. in the company under a commission received through Capt. Martin. The
commission was signed by the Gov. of the State of South Carolina, believes John Rutledge, was
the Gov. at that time. This tour was performed in the year 1781. The deponent was out in this
tour about 2 months.

5t The deponent performed another tour under Capt. John Turner as well as deponent
recollects. The troops lay most of their time at Orangeburg, Col. David Hunt [?] commanded.
The deponent was in service between 2 and 3 months, and acted as 2nd Lieut. under the
Commission mentioned above.

6™ The deponent served several other tours of duty and acted as 2nd Lieut. The deponent
served upwards of 9 months, in the whole in different tours of Militia duty as 2nd Lieut. during
the Revolutionary War. The Deponent gave his Commission as 2nd Lieut. to his son William
McCreight who some 10 or 11 years [ago] removed to the State of Ohio under the impression
that in any future war in which this Country might be engaged the Commission would assist him
in obtaining some military office under the government. The deponent has applied to his son
William who has lately returned to this State for his Commission, but without success. And he
deponent believes the Commission has been lost, and the Captains and other officers under
whom deponent served are now all dead. The deponent received the [indecipherable word] of
2nd Lieut. whilst acting as [indecipherable word] also two [indecipherable word].

The deponent never received any written discharge. The Commanding Officer of the
Regiment usually received such a discharge. A written discharge was confined to him alone, and
whenever the relief came men; the Col. Commanding discharged his Regiment not verbal orders
to that effect.

The deponent is known to William Robertson,! David Hamilton,” Col. William
McCreight and Major Henry Moore” and Capt. Hugh Milling* who can hold testify as to some
part of the actual service rendered by deponent: deponent hereby relinquishes every claim
whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and declares that his name is not on the
pension roll of the Agency of any State.

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid
S/ Robert McCreight
S/ Jno Buchanan, Commissioner and Equity F. Dist.

I David Hamilton of the District of Fairfield and State of South Carolina, aged 73 years,
hereby certify that I am well acquainted with Robert McCreight who has subscribed and sworn
to the above declaration, and that I believe him to be 70 years of age as stated above That I have
known him personally ever since and before the Revolutionary War, was a near neighbor then as
still remained so. The deponent served with said Robert through the whole of the first tour of
duty mentioned by him. The facts stated by him in relation to that tour are truly stated.

2" The deponent knew when the said Robert McCreight was drafted and left him in the 2nd
tour mentioned by him and deponent was on of the detachment of militia who relieved said
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Robert at Purrysburg, and has no doubt the facts stated in relation to this 2nd tour are correctly
stated.

31 The Deponent served in the 3rd tour mentioned by said Robert saw him several times
during this tour. The Deponent was quarter master of the Regiment during this tour, and said
Robert was attached to a distinct corps of mounted as Cavalry, and was often detached from the
Regiment acting sometimes as guards to baggage wagons, expresses &c and was on that account
not always present with the Main body but deponent believes and is satisfied what he has stated
to be correct.

The Deponent knows of his knowledge that said Robert McCreight served in several
other tours of duty in the Militia, and that in some of them towards the latter part of the war he
commanded as 2nd Lieut.. He commanded as 2nd Lieut. [one or more indecipherable words] the
4th term of duty mentioned by him in the year 1781. The deponent does not know with certainty
whether he served when 2nd Lieut. fully 9 months or not as deponent never charged his memory
on that subject.

The Deponent has seen his Commission as 2nd Lieut.. Thinks it was signed by John
Rutledge as Gov. or John Matthews as Gov. of South Carolina.

The deponent is sure that said Robert McCreight served more than 9 months in the whole
in the Militia during the revolutionary war, in different tours.

Deponent further states that the belief in the neighborhood has always been that said
Robert McCreight had been a soldier in the militia during the Revolutionary War and had served
and acted as 2nd Lieut. and has never heard the fact called in question.

S/ D. Hamilton
Sworn to and Subscribed the Day and Year Aforesaid
S/ Jno. Buchanan

I William Robertson of the District of Fairfield and State of South Carolina aged 72 years
hereby certify that I am well acquainted with Robert McCreight who has subscribed and sworn
to the above declaration, that I believe him to be 70 years of age as above stated. That I have
known him ever since the Revolutionary war and knew him before. Has seen him serving in the
militia as a soldier during that war, knows him to have served in several tours of duty, and has no
doubt that he served in the whole more than 9 months. The deponent has been a near neighbor of
said Robert since before the A revolutionary War and knew of his going out and returning home
on several occasions when the militia were drafted to go out against the British. The said Robert
towards the middle or latter end of the war commanded as Lieut.

Deponent further states that the neighborhood have all along believed that said Robert
had been a soldier of the Militia during the Revolutionary War and had served and acted as 2nd
Lieut. most of the time and never heard it doubted.

S/ William Robertson, X his mark
Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid
S/ Jno. Buchanan

State of South Carolina Fairfield district: Supplemental Robert McCreight

I William McCreight Jr of the District of Fairfield in the State of South Carolina do
hereby certify that Deponent is well acquainted with Robert McCreight who has made the
declaration dated 19th day of July A.D. 1832 before Chancellor DeSaussure at Fairfield Court
House in order to obtain a pension for revolutionary services under the Act of Congress passed



June the 7th 1832 (the proceedings on which application are contained in 4 sheets of paper) the
Deponent being the oldest son of the said Robert McCreight. The deponent has seen his Father's
commission as 2nd Lieut. under which he acted and served in the Revolutionary War as deponent
was informed by his Father and other persons and this information he received many years
before the Act of Congress of June 7th 1832. Deponent had the Commission in his possession
for some years has read it often and thinks it was signed by John Rutledge as Gov. of South
Carolina. It was signed by someone as Gov. Deponent has examined his papers and has not
been able to find it, and if Deponent took the commission with him to the Western Country as
stated in his Father's declaration it must have been lost or mislaid, but Deponent inclines to
believe that he returned the commission to his Father before he removed, and that it was burnt
when his Father's house was burnt (which happened twice) and many other papers were
destroyed.

Deponent believes his Father to be as old as he states in his Declaration. Deponent is his
oldest child as [sic] is now 48 years old and will be 49 in December next.
Sworn to & subscribed before made this 11th June A.D. 1833
S/J. Elliott, QU S/ William McCreight

State of South Carolina District of Fairfield

I John McCreight of the District of Fairfield and State aforesaid, do hereby certify that I
am well acquainted with Robert McCreight mentioned in the foregoing Certificate of William
McCreight Jr being his oldest brother, and having lived in the same neighborhood ever since
childhood up to the present time: That Deponent has seen his Commission as 2nd Lieut.
frequently under which he served in the Revolutionary war. Deponent first saw it when he said
Robert returned home from a tour of duty he performed in the year 1781 and some time in May
of that year he solved the Commission. Deponent then read it the first time. It was signed
Deponent thinks by John Rutledge as Gov. Saw the seal of the State of South Carolina affixed to
the Commission. It was signed by some person, as Gov. The Commission gave the said Robert
McCreight rank as first Lieut. [sic] in Capt. Edward Martin's Militia Company.

Deponent knows of his brother Robert serving several tours of duty both before and after
he received his Commission, but is not now able to state the length of the time he served in either
tour with any certainty, he being young at that time about 15 years in 1781. Deponent saw the
Commission among the papers of William McCreight Junior some short time before he started to
the State of Ohio, about 12 years past. Has not seen it since that time.

Sworn to & subscribed before me the June the 11th 1833
S/ J. Elliott, QU S/ John McCreight

South Carolina Fairfield District

I David Hamilton of the District of Fairfield and State aforesaid, and the same David
Hamilton who has made his certificate to the Declaration of Robert McCreight for a pension of
the 19th of July 1832 before Chancellor DeSaussure at Fairfield Court House do hereby certify
that the clergyman who had charge of the Congregation to which said Robert McCreight
belonged (the late Rev. Samuel W. Yon gue) died before some [?] year or such a manner before
July 1832, and that the clergyman who now officiates the Rev. Mr. Boyd [?] is a young man who
lately removed to this District and can have no knowledge of the reputation of the neighborhood
as regards Robert McCreight's military services in the Revolutionary War, not living in the
neighborhood of Mr. McCreight, and being a stranger to the District. That the Clergyman



stationed in Winnsborough (at Fairfield Court House) is also a young man who has not long
resided here and has not had a good opportunity to know the repute of the neighborhood in
which Mr. McCreight resides, and that Deponent knows of no other Clergyman who has
Deponent [indecipherable word] has had such opportunity.

Sworn to & subscribed before me June 11th 1833

S/ J. Elliott, QU S/ D. Hamilton

[fn p. 42, Col. William McCreight, 58, of Fairfield District and brother of Robert McCreight also
gave testimony in support of his brother's claim.]

[fn p. 44]

I Major Henry Moore, residing in the District of Fairfield, about 2 miles of the town of
Winnsborough, in the State of South Carolina aged 78 years, hereby Certify that I am well
acquainted with Robert McCreight, who has subscribed and sworn to the declaration to which
this Certificate is annexed, and that I believe him to be 70 years of age. That I have none and am
well acquainted with said Robert since before the Revolutionary War and lived a near neighbor
ever since. That deponent now receives a pension from the United States as a Capt. Lieut. 4th
Regiment Artillery [indecipherable word or words] South Carolina Continentals.

That Deponent saw said Robert McCreight serving as a soldier in the Revolutionary war,
at Charleston in the year 1779, General Provost had surrounded the [indecipherable word or
words], saw said Robert frequently during this tour serving as a soldier in the militia. That
deponent being in the Regular Army had no opportunity of knowing the extent of the military
services rendered by the Militia, but from the repute and belief of his neighborhood has no doubt
that said Robert served in all more than 9 months. Said Robert McCreight is a presiding elder of
the Presbyterian Church and has acted as such many years.

Sworn to & subscribed before me this 20th day of July 1832 in open Court
S/ Jno. Buchanan, Commissioner in Equity S/ Henry Moore

State of South Carolina Fairfield District

I Robert McCreight who made the declaration of the 20th of July 1832 before Chancellor
DeSaussure in order to obtain a pension under the Act of Congress of the 7th of June 1832 as
mentioned in the above certificates do hereby certify that I served as a private soldier in the first
tour of duty mentioned in Deponent's declaration. That Deponent served in this tour 4 months
and 10 days; private soldier.
2" That in the 2nd tour mentioned in the declaration the deponent served as a private soldier 2
months. The orders came from Gov. John Rutledge to Col. John Winn as Col. of the Regiment,
and through him to the Company. Col. Winn did not go out this tour.
3" In the 3rd tour mentioned in the declaration the Deponent served as a private soldier 3 months
and one or 2 weeks.
4™ In the 4th tour mentioned as above the Deponent served as 2nd Lieut. under a Commission 2
months.
5™ in the 5th tour mentioned in the declaration of the Deponent served 3 months as 2nd Lieut.
under Commission.
6" That deponent served in other tours of duty as mentioned in the declaration under the 6" tour
as 2nd Lieut., but that by reason of old age, and the consequent loss of memory he cannot swear
positively as to the precise length of his service, nor as to the field [?] officers under whom he



acted, nor as to the places through which he marched. His Capt. when acting as 2nd Lieut.
always was Edward Martin, excepting the tour to Orangeburg (5th tour) and deponent served
both as a private soldier and as 2nd Lieut. not less than the periods mentioned above and in all
the terms of duty he performed as 2nd Lieut. not less than 9 months; in no part of which tours of
duty or service was the Deponent employed in any civil pursuit whatever but was entirely
preoccupied with the duties of a soldier. And in every time the deponent was called out by what
he understood and believed to be competent authority, was attached to a Company embodied as a
Company, and to a Regiment also called out, & service organized as such, and obeyed orders for
a draft from the Col. of the Regiment, received as the order of draft purported from the Gov. of
the State of South Carolina. The 4th tour was at Dorchester South Carolina Daisy [?] Swamp,
Cyprus Swamp, the Corner called Moncks Corner, at the 45 mile house and through different
parts of the low country of South Carolina.

The 5th tour mentioned was principally at Orangeburg South Carolina.

That a tour of Militia duty from draft performed by Deponent as a private soldier not
mentioned in Deponent's declaration has been called to deponent's attention by a conversation
with William Aiken’ and David Hamilton both of Fairfield District, the first of which as
deponent has understood has received and the 2nd applied for a pension. This Tour deponent
thinks must have been early in the year 1781, was through the low country of this State. Capt.
Edward Martin commanded the Company and Col. Richard Winn the Regiment. Deponent does
not recollect the length of this service. He is informed it was 2 months by these persons and has
no doubt of the correctness of the information as 2 months was the shortest term usually called
for.

Deponent's services were all performed in the field excepting the 3rd tour, when deponent
was stationed in the barracks in Charleston.

Sworn to & subscribed before made this 11th June 1833
S/J. Elliott, QU S/ Robert McCreight
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