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The State of South Carolina, Pickens District
On the Twelfth day of March One thousand eight hundred and thirty three Joseph 

Chapman in open Court of General Sessions and Common Pleas for Pickens District in 
the State aforesaid aged Eighty Seven years last Christmas a resident in Said District who 
being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following Declaration 
in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passes June 7th 1832. That he was 
born in Halifax County Virginia the 25th December 1745 and when he entered the service 
of his Country he resided in Guilford County North Carolina when he enlisted or joined 
General Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford] in an expedition against the Cherokee Indians 
and was in several engagements or skirmishes with said Indians and in which said 
expeditions he acted as captain and served four months. On his return he enlisted or 
joined under Captain Andrew Vanoy and joined a body of men under the command of 
General Lock [sic, Col. Francis Locke?] at Wilmington North Carolina and was marched 
to a placed called Pine Tree [later named Camden] in South Carolina which force was 
disposed to meet the British and served in this expedition four months. He returned home 
and immediately removed to South Carolina and settled in Turkey Creek then in Ninety 
Six District which removal place a short time previous to the fall of Charleston. A short 
time after the fall of Charleston he joined a company under the command of Captain 
Robert Anderson and marched against the fort at Ninety Six then in the hands of the 
British and Tories. Colonel Andrew Pickens commanded the regiment to which his 
company was attached and the whole was under the command of Major General Greene 
[Nathanael Greene] and he was present when the first spade of dirt was thrown up at the 
siege.  Lord Rawdon coming to the relief of the fort the besieging army retreated. The 
company to which he was attached dispersed and met 15 or 20 miles below Ninety Six 
when he was allowed to return home to his family.  He served at this time about four 
weeks.  A few weeks after his return home he enlisted under Captain Robert Maxwell 
who raised a Company of Dragoons and Joined Col. Pickens in an expedition into the 
Cherokee Country and was engaged in many skirmishes and scouts. One engagement was 
at an Indian Town by the name of Tessenty where we destroyed the Town and killed and 
took the inhabitants.  The same day of the Battle of Tessenty he was out on a scout about 
four or five miles from the Town with Captain Maxwell and 25 men. The company was 
separated and he and Maxwell and two others came across four Indians at the camp.  The 
Indians broke in different directions this deponent pursuing two Indians up Toney 
Mountain when he fired on them but misfiring the Indians turned on him. He was shot 
through the body with a rifle.  Colonel Clark [sic, Elijah Clarke] was in the above 
engagement with a detachment from Georgia.  The deponent was never able to serve after 
receiving the wound stated and returned home.

I hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 
present and declare that my name is not on the Pension Role of the agency of any State.

I have no record of my age. I have lived in South Carolina Pendleton District ever 
since the war.  I volunteered my services.

S/ William L. Keith, C. C. S/ Joseph Chapman, X his mark
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South Carolina, Pickens District
Personally came Joseph Chapman before me the subscribing Justice and makes 

following affidavit (in order to amend his application for a Pension under the Act of 7th 

June 1832 which was made out at Pickens Court and certified for 12 March 1833 and 
forwarded to the War Department and returned as deficient)

That he entered the services of the United States in the summer of 1776 under 
Colonel Paceley [Paisley] General Rutherford's Brigade served four months as a Captain. 
That his Enlistment under Captain Maxwell was for a tour of Eighteen Months that he 
served to the best of his recollection three months of said tour when he received a wound 
which rendered him unable for service was put under the care of Doctor Russell where he 
remained all winter. That he is confident he served four weeks as specified under Captain 
Anderson that his Terms of Service under Captain Maxwell and Captain Anderson he 
served as a Private that he never received a regular discharge.

Sworn to and Subscribed before me this 8th October 1833
S/ Joseph Chapman, X his mark

S/ Bailey Barton
[John Cobb, a clergyman, and Col. Benjamin Hagood gave the standard supporting 
affidavit.]

Philip Porter appeared personally in open Court for Pickens District and being duly 
sworn declares on oath that he was well acquainted with Joseph Chapman – now a 
resident of this District during the Revolutionary War as they both lived in the same 
neighborhood.  They served together one tour of three months under General Andrew 
Pickens against the Cherokee Indians during which said Chapman was badly wounded 
with a ball in his body.  He was never with him personally after but always understood 
him to be an active and zealous soldier in the cause of Independence.

Sworn to & subscribed day & year aforesaid.
Before S/ William L. Keith, C. C. S/ Philip Porter


