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Pension application of Andrew Creswell S1948     f30VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    rev'd 2/12/13 & 2/20/20 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee, Sevier County 
 This day personally appeared before me John Bradson [?] an acting Justice of the Peace 
for Sevier County, Andrew Creswell a resident of said County and State, aged seventy-four years 
and six months, who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States sometime in the last of June or first of 
July 1776, in Washington County, State of Virginia; that he was then and there enrolled in a 
company commanded by Captain Colville to perform garrison duty; that he remained in said 
service at Black's Station for three months under the said Captain Colville who at that time was 
under the command of Colonel Arthur Campbell who commanded the militia of said Washington 
County – that at the expiration of the said three months it was thought safe to dispense the troops 
who had been in defense of said station and affiant states that he was released from said service 
until again called out, without receiving any regular discharge – affiant further states that for four 
or five years immediately succeeding the above service, he was drafted each summer to perform 
a monthly tour of duty against the northern Indians who committed depredations on the head 
waters of Clinch River, but affiant cannot at this remote period distinctly state under what 
officers these tours were performed-- he thinks however that one tour, he was under the 
command of Colonel Evan Shelby and he believes that he served one or two terms under 
Lieutenant Newell-- affiant recollects distinctly that he served on a tour to the head of New River 
to suppress the Tories, in the fall before the battle of King's Mountain, but he does not know how 
long the term was or by what officer he was commanded – affiant further states that sometime in 
the month of September 1780, he was drafted to go to the King's Mountain campaign, and that he 
was put under the command of Captain Dysart, Lieutenant Newell, and Ensign Robert Campbell, 
all under the command of Col. William Campbell – that he continued under the command of the 
said William Campbell until after the battle of King's Mountain [October 7, 1780] in which 
affiant acted an honorable part, and returned home again with others of his Regiment, precisely 
one month from the day he started, and was honorably released from the said service without 
receiving any regular discharge – affiant further states that sometime early in the year 1781 Col. 
Campbell, commander of the Regiment of militia of Washington County Virginia, called the 
Regiment together and gave them choice either to go and defend the stations west of them from 
the incursions of the Indians, or to go and join General Greene [Nathanael Greene] at Guilford – 
affiant made choice of the latter and proceeded under the command of Col. William Campbell to 
join General Greene, but from the unavoidable detention of the troops to which he was attached, 
he did not arrive until after the battle of Guilford had been fought [March 15, 1780].  After this 
battle, affiant was ordered home and received no regular discharge – affiant believes that this 
tour continued about one month – affiant states that besides the various tours above mentioned 
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he was frequently called out to do active service in defending the frontiers from incursions of the 
Indians, and in suppressing the outrages of the Tories, but these services were so frequent, so 
short and under so many different commanders, that he is wholly unable at this time to relate 
circumstantially what transpired in them-- affiant believes however that all the time he was in the 
actual service of his country during the Revolutionary War will amount to 12 months service – 
he states that he never received any written discharge to the best of his recollection, and if he had 
received them, they were probably consumed when his house was burned several years ago – 
affiant states that he has no documentary evidence of his service, and that he knows of no person 
whose testimony he can procure who can testify to the whole of his services – affiant hereby 
relinquishes any claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and declares that his 
name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State.      
   S/ Andrew Creswell 

      
Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and year first above written. 
S/ John Pitner [?], J. P. 
 
State of Tennessee, Sevier County 
 This day personally appeared before me John Pitner [?] an acting Justice of the Peace for 
Sevier County, John McCrosky1 aged about seventy-four years, who being first duly sworn 
according to law says he is well acquainted with Andrew Creswell who signed the foregoing 
declaration, and that he served with he said Andrew in the campaign to King's Mountain, and 
that he knows the declaration of the said Andrew as above written, in relation to the said 
campaign, is substantially true, and that he has reason to believe the whole of the said Andrew's 
declaration as above written is true. 
        S/ John McCroskey 

       
Sworn to and subscribed before me the blank day of August 1832. 
S/ John Pitner [?], J. P. 
 
[Elijah Rogers, a clergyman, & William Porter gave the standard supporting affidavit. 

] 
 
[Facts in file: Veteran died July one, 1838.  The file contains no family data.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a private for one-year in the Virginia militia.] 
                                                 
1 John McCroskey (McCrosky) S2781 
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