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Pension application of John Line S18491      f24VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      10/10/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
The State of Ohio Shelby County to wit 
 On this 18th day of October 1832 Personally appeared before me David Henry one of the 
Associate Judges of the Court of Common Pleas for said County – John Lines [sic] in his 75th 
year – who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the Benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he 
entered a Private in a volunteer Corps under Colonel George Rogers Clark Captain William 
Herrod [William Harrod], first Lieutenant John Swan, 2nd Lieutenant Richard B. Shears [I 
believe this is most likely Richard Brashears], sometime about the 18th of December 1777 on Ten 
mile Creek (near Monongahela River) now Washington County Pennsylvania, from Ten mile he 
marched to Wheeling in Virginia, from thence we descended the Ohio [River] to the falls near 
Louisville, where we built a stockade on the Island in the river in the spring of 1778 sometime in 
May we descended the Ohio to the old Cerokee [sic, Cherokee?] Fort from thence under Colonel 
Clark we marched to and was at the Taking of Illinois and Governor Roseblock [Rocheblave] – 
in February 1779 – we marched to Opost [modern-day Vincennes] and took it and Governor 
Hamilton (I was there under Captain Williams) from thence we returned to the falls in March, on 
the first of June we left the falls and was marched to old Chillicothe which we took – from 
thence we were marched to Wheeling where we were discharged in July as I believe in the year 
1781 I volunteered under Captain Ross at Ten Mile in Colonel Crawford's Expedition and was in 
the defeat at Sandusky1 – also between 1779 & 1781 I served as a Captain in Militia a three 
months tour of duty – he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity 
except the present – and declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any 
State or 
That he has no documentary evidence nor does he know of any person whose testimony he can procure to testify to his service, except his brother 

Joseph Line2 whose affidavit is accompanying, he never received a written discharge except from the one years service3 

Territory and that he has lost by frequent removals.    
       S/ John Line, X his mark 
[Walter Evans, Samuel Line and Jonathan Nichols gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
Joseph Lines being duly sworn Deposeth and saith that he was personally with his brother John 
Lines the above declarant through all the Expeditions he states in the above declaration except at 
                                                 
1 Crawford's Defeat June, 1782 
2 FPA R6359 [transcribed and posted in this database on 10/10/13] 
3 all of the text in small type is inserted in small handwriting at the bottom of the first page of this document 
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Opost and knows them to be substantially true – and further saith not. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 18th of October 1832 S/ Joseph Line, X his mark 
[Note: all of the following document has been "X'd" out for some reason.] 
 
The State of Ohio Shelby County: to wit 
 Personally appeared before me the undersigned an Acting justice of the peace in and for 
said County John Lines who being duly sworn deposeth and saith that from the long lapse of 
time gone by since performance of the service as well as from old age and loss of memory I 
cannot recollect positively the dates or length of service performed as within that I am Positive 
that I served not less than six months a volunteer under Captain William Herrod of Colonel 
George Rogers Clark of the Virginia line also I served one year a private soldier under Captain 
John Williams of same Regiment and was discharged at Wheeling in July 1779 at Wheeling as 
well as the different service within stated and for such service I claim a pension – I know of no 
living witness to prove the facts at this day but my Brother whose deposition is accompanying. 
 Sworn to and subscribed before me the 12th day of June 1833 
      S/ John Line, X his mark 
S/ D. Henry, JP 
 
The State of Ohio Shelby County: SS 
 Personally came before me David Henry an Acting Justice of the Peace in and for said 
County Joseph Line who being duly sworn deposeth and saith that John Line (who made 
declaration to obtain a pension on the 18th of October last, before David Henry Associate Judge 
of said County) was volunteered into the Virginia Service at ten mile [Creek] then called Virginia 
(now Washington County Pennsylvania) on the 18th of December 1777 under Captain William 
Herrod Colonel George Rogers Clark's Regiment Virginia Line and served as such volunteer 
until July 1778 during which service he was at the taking of Cascaska [Kaskaskia] and then 
sends – in July of 1778 he said John Enlisted under Captain John Williams of said Regiment & 
Virginia Line and served as a private soldier in said Company and was stationed at Illinois, from 
where he was marched to Opost from thence he was marched to Wheeling where he was 
regularly Discharged these facts he says he is enabled to state certain as he was personally with 
him the whole time only at Opost – I was knowing to his being at Colonel Crawford's defeat at 
Sandusky also that he served at a station three months as a Captain of militia in the Virginia 
service his discharge as above stated at Wheeling was sometime in the month of July 1779. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me the 12th day of June 1833 
S/ D. Henry, JP    S/ Joseph Line, X his mark 
 
The State of Ohio Shelby County: SS 
 Personally appeared before me the undersigned a justice of the peace in and for the 
County of Shelby and State of Ohio John Line who being duly sworn deposeth and saith by 
reason of old age, and the consequent loss of memory he cannot swear positively as to the 
precise length of his service but according to the best of his recollection he served not less than 
the periods mentioned below, and in the following grades, For the term of six months as a 
volunteer at one time a private, for twelve months a private soldier of the regular Army, for one 
month and fourteen days a volunteer under Colonel Crawford, making in all nineteen months and 
fourteen days, which he served as a private and also for three months service as a militia Captain 
and for such service I claim a pension. 



       S/ John Line, X his mark 
[Attested in Shelby County Ohio June 9, 1833] 
[Note: A note in the file indicates that the veteran died January 15th, 1843.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $124.88 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for one year seven months and fourteen days and as a Captain for three 
months in the Virginia service.] 


