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Pension application of John Houston S1832     fn32NC[sic, VA] 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     6/13/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee Blount County: On this 8th day of February 1833 personally appeared in open 
Court being the Circuit Court in and for the said County before the Honorable Samuel Powel one 
of the circuit Judges of the State of Tennessee now presiding in said Court in said County John 
Houston a resident of said County of Blount in the State of Tennessee aforesaid aged seventy 
years past but having no record of his age cannot state it precisely, but from the best information 
he has he was born in the fall of the year 1762, who being duly sworn according to law, doth on 
his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress 
passed the 7th day of June 1832.  That he was born and reared up in the County of Augusta in the 
State of Virginia, – that he entered the service in said County of Augusta Virginia as a drafted 
Soldier on the first day of June 1778, as near as he can recollect under Captain James Tate, 
Samuel McCutchen Lieutenant Ensign not recollected; – said company belonged to a detachment 
of militia commanded by Major Mofford [George Moffett?], which was marched into the County 
of Greene Brier [Greenbrier] Virginia against the hostile Indians, – that affiant was in service 24 
days and was discharged at Donaldson's Fort in the County of Greene Brier Virginia on the 24th 
of June 1778, but received certificate of discharge.  Declarant removed from Augusta County 
Virginia to Washington County in West in Virginia in the month of September 1779 – That he 
again entered the service as a mounted volunteer Soldier on the first day of August (as well as he 
can recollect) 1779 under Captain William Edmondson Senior (the subaltern officers of said 
Company not recollected) in the County of Washington Virginia in the Regiment commanded by 
Colonel William Campbell, and marched into North Carolina to suppress the Tories, who had 
embodied at a place called the Hollows, near the head of New River in North Carolina at which 
place the Tories were fired upon, but fled without resistance.  Declarant was discharged on the 
2nd day of September 1779 at the Crab Orchard in Washington County Virginia having been 
thirty-two days in service, but obtained no Certificate of discharge.  On the first day of October 
1779 as near as recollected declarant again entered the service in the County of Washington 
Virginia as a volunteer Soldier in a company commanded by Captain Nathaniel Henderson (the 
names of the subaltern officers not recollected) being a company of Rangers, or guards to 
reconnoiter on the frontiers, and marched to Powels Valley [Powell's Valley] in Kentucky, and 
their protected the frontiers from the incursions of the Indians until the first day of January 1780, 
when declarant was regularly discharged in Powels Valley, received his Certificate of discharge, 
which has since been lost – having been three months at least in service.  Declarant in the month 
of February 1781 moved from Washington County Virginia to Washington County then North 
Carolina now Tennessee – Declarant again entered the service in Washington County Tennessee 
on the last day of May or first day of June 1781 as a volunteer Soldier under Captain James 
Hubbard, Nathaniel Evans Lieutenant (Ensign not recollected) in a detachment of militia 
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commanded by Colonel John Sevier and marched to defend the frontiers near French Broad 
[River] against the hostile Indians, that he served until the 6th or 7th of June 1781, when he was 
discharged at or near Big Island on French Broad River having been six days in service.  
Declarant again [entered] the service in the County of Washington Tennessee on the first day of 
September 1781 as a drafted Soldier in the Company of mounted men, commanded by Captain 
James Hubbard, Nathaniel Evans Lieutenant, Ensign not recollected – in the Regiment of 
Infantry commanded by Colonel John Sevier and marched from thence across French Broad, 
Little Tennessee, and Hiwassee rivers, and in what is now the Cherokee Nation against the 
hostile Indians – had several skirmishes with the Indians, but no general engagement, declarant 
was discharged at or near Big Island, on French Brevard [River] on the first day of November 
1781 having been two months in service, but has no recollection of having received any 
Certificate of discharge.  Declarant removed from Washington County then North Carolina now 
Tennessee, to what is now Blount County Tennessee in the year 1786, where he has ever since 
resided, and now resides.  Declarant states that he is service aforesaid under the officers aforesaid 
and for the term aforesaid amount together to at least seven months, that he has no documentary 
evidence of his services aforesaid and that he knows of no person whose testimony he can 
procure, who can testify to his service, except the affidavit of James Houston which is hereto 
annexed.  Declarant hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 
present and declares that his name is not on the pension roll or Agency of any State or territory. 
 Sworn to and subscribed in open Court the 8th day of February 1833. 
S/ Dan'l D. Forte, CCD    S/ John Houston 

       
 
James Houston1 after being duly sworn makes oath that he is well acquainted with John Houston 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing declaration, that he believes Declarant is a credible 
person, and that the facts stated in said declaration are true – that he knows of his own personal 
knowledge, that Declarant entered the Service in the County of Washington Virginia on the first 
of October 1779 under Captain Nathaniel Henderson and served three months in Powels Valley 
on the frontiers of Kentucky as stated in his said declaration, having been in service with said 
declarant during said term of three months.  Affiant feels well assured that declarant served the 
other tours of duty as by him stated in said declaration having been acquainted with him from his 
infancy, and having generally resided near him ever since, and knows he was understood and 
reputed in the neighborhood in which he resided at the several times to have performed said 
services. 
 Sworn to in open Court & subscribed the 8th day of February 1833 
       S/ J. Houston 

       
[Isaac Anderson, a clergyman, John Gillespie, Andrew Cowan, Jac. F. Forte & John F Gillespie 
gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
                                                 
1 James Houston S1914 
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[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $23.55 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 7 
months and 2 days service as a private in the Virginia and North Carolina militia.] 


