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Pension application of John Roberts S18188    f27SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    rev'd 11/28/09 & 11/14/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of South Carolina, Horry District 
 On the 5th day he of November in the year of our Lord 1834 personally appeared in Open 
Court, John Roberts, before me Josiah J. Evans, one of the Circuit Judges of the said State and 
Presiding Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in and for the district of Horry and State 
aforesaid aged Eighty two years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath 
make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefits of the Act of Congress passed 
June 7th, 1832: -- That he was born September 19th, 1752 in Craven County, now All Saints 
Parish in the District and State aforesaid, that in the spring of 1776 he volunteered as a private in 
the Militia Service and joined the Company of Captain Samuel Dwight then stationed on the sea 
shore near a place called Little River, that he was employed in guarding the sea Coast – that he 
was appointed a Sergeant in said Company, and in this capacity he served one year, but being 
relieved every week his actual service was but six months.  That one Captain Dunn [Alexander 
Dunn] succeeded Captain Dwight in command and that he continued in his Company as a 
volunteer, for three months – That whilst he was engaged in guarding the Sea Coast a boat from 
the Enemy's shipping came on shore & carried off some Negroes during the night.  That in the 
year 1778 he served as a private in Captain Daniel Murrell's [Daniel Morrall's] Company three 
months on the same duty: that in 1779 he served in the Company of one Captain Price [Samuel 
Price] who succeeded Captain Dunn, but how long, from the lapse of time & loss of memory he 
is unable to say: That the company in which he served was attached as he understood to the 
Regiment of Col., afterwards General, Francis Marion.  That on the 1st May 1780 he entered the 
Company of Captain Daniel Murrell, as a private & volunteer, and was marched to Georgetown, 
& remained there till the fall of Charleston 12th May 1780.  That he was then discharged and 
returned home.  That on the 15th of October 1780 he was ordered out and as a volunteer joined 
the Regiment of Marion on the Little Pee Dee [Pedee River], as a private, that the Army shortly 
after his joining it marched to the fork of Black River, and there we surprised a detachment of 
the Tories commanded by one Colonel Tyne [Lt. Col. Samuel Tynes] and completely defeated 
them, that we took 27 prisoners, killed three, & took about 100 horses, and about 100 stand of 
arms.1  None of our men were killed.  That in the month of November we marched for 
Georgetown, and at a place called White's bridge we had a skirmish [White's Plantation, 
November 15, 1780]2 with the Tories commanded by one Major Lewis (called Otter Skin Lewis) 
[James Lewis] who was killed; we took three prisoners & one horse, but lost two of our men; 
after that our Army marched to be Great Pee Dee & I was discharged on the 21st day of 
November.  That on the first of January 1781 he was ordered out, & as a private joined the Main 
                                                 
1 Tearcoat Swamp, October 25, 1780.  http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_tearcoat_swamp.html  
2 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_whites_plantation.html  
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Army of Marion at a place called Snow's Island on big Pee Dee; that from thence he marched 
with a detachment of the Army under the command of Colonel Peter Horry to Waccamaw 
Neck,3 where we fell in with a detachment of British Cavalry with whom we had a skirmish 
which resulted in our taking two prisoners & killing two horses, without any loss on our part.  
That in February he was discharged & returned home having served on this tour one month.  
That in the month of April of 1781 he was ordered to march in the Company of Captain Daniel 
Murrell to joined the Main Army of Marion.  That on the 21st of that month while at a place 
called Bear Bluff4 on the Waccamaw River, our company was surprised by a large body of 
Tories, that he was, while fighting them, shot through the body and disabled ever after.  That he 
was ordered out at this time served one month – that he knew & served with Major Warden, 
Captain Withers, Captain Gee, and Captain Thomas Waters.  His companions in arms now living 
with whom he served are Josias Sessions5 & James Stanaland.6  That after he was wounded 
(after having taken a fair shot at a Tory) he received a written discharge from Major John 
Warden, which is herewith forwarded.  That he has always resided in All Saints Parish in the 
District and State aforesaid.  That he is confident he was in actual service not less than two years, 
although he can only give a certain account of service amounting to sixteen & one half months.  
He has a record of his age in a family Bible. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 
 Sworn and subscribed the day & year aforesaid in open court. 
      S/ John Roberts 

       
S/ S. M. Stevenson, CCP 
 
Josias Sessions & James Stanaland Appeared before me in open Court and being duly sworn 
according to law state that they know John Roberts who hath subscribed the foregoing 
Declaration, and believe all the facts therein stated to be perfectly true: that they had a personal 
knowledge of the fact that he was a Soldier of the Revolution that they served in the Service with 
the said Roberts though not the whole time, but believes he served the whole time as stated by 
him.  Deponents are positive the said Roberts served at least 2 years.  They know that he was a 
faithful & true Soldier, and have never heard his patriotism questioned, doubted or denied; and 
that he is of the age he represents himself to be.  Deponents as well as the said Roberts have 
resided in Horry District from there boyhood to the present time. 
Sworn to before me in open Court this 5th November 1834 
 S/ S. M. Stevenson 
     S/ Josias Sessions 
     S/ James Stanaland 

      

                                                 
3  http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_waccamaw_neck.html  
4  http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_bear_bluff.html  
5 Josias Sessions S18202 
6 James Stanaland S18215 
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[Benjamin Holt, a clergyman, gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
This May Certify that John Roberts is discharged from all Militia duty as unable by a wound he 
has received from the Tories.  Given under my hand this 6th day of January 1782 
       S/ Jno Warden, Major 

 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $52 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831 for service as 
a private for 15 months & 18 days in the South Carolina militia.] 


