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State of Tennessee, Anderson County: At August Sessions of said County 1832
On this 29th day of August 1832 personally appeared in open Court, at a Circuit Court held for 

the County and State aforesaid, by the Honorable Edward Scott one of the Judges of the Circuit Courts 
of law and equity for said State, being a court of record, and having the power of fine and 
imprisonment, John Gaspenson – aged 89 years a resident of said County and State, who being first 
sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
a law of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he was born in Gloucestershire England some time in the 
year 1744 that he came to America as a soldier in the British Army under General Howe about the 
commencement of the Revolutionary war – that he continued to serve in the British Army in various 
places during the war until about six weeks before the siege of Ninety Six, which was then in 
possession of the British under the command of Colonel Cruger – then about six weeks before the siege 
of said fort, he was severely chastised by his officer for doing, what he conceived to be his duty to do, 
upon receiving which chastisement he immediately deserted from the British Army then at Ninety Six 
in company with James David and Ephraim Haynes two British soldiers – that after he had left the 
British Army he went up on the Tyger River where he lived about one month among the Whigs – he 
then came up to Burke County N. C. where he took some man's place in a company who were going 
against the Indians – in this expedition he was out about three weeks after his return to Burke County 
he entered the Army of the United States as a volunteer in a company of horse which was commanded 
by Captain or Cornet, Thomas Canada and Lieutenant Hiland, afterwards promoted to a Majority – this 
company was attached to a Regiment of horse commanded by Colonel White – applicant entered the 
Army at Morganton Burke County N. C. for an indefinite period of time – from Morganton his 
company marched under the command of the said Captain Canada through Salisbury N. C. and 
Charlotte N. C. and on to Drowning Creek, and Cross Creek when the said company joined the Main 
Army under General Rutherford Colonel John McDowell and the said Colonel White – the whole 
Army then marched on towards Wilmington, to a place called the brick-house not many miles from 
Wilmington – in this house there was a party of British and Tories stationed, to capture which a part of 
the American force was detailed under Captain Canada – applicant was one of this party and succeeded 
after a brisk opposition from the enemy in destroying the house and taking several prisoners – in this 
engagement applicant was wounded in the right side with a bayonet and received a skin wound in the 
left arm after this affair applicant with his company joined the Main Army and proceeded on to 
Wilmington, of which they took possession the British having evacuated it – From Wilmington 
applicant under the command of his said Captain Canada, Lieutenant Hiland and Hezekiah Haregroves, 
[sic, Hargrove? or Hargrave?] Sergeant, with 12 or 15 men proceeded along the country upon the 
waters of Deep River when one morning as they were eating something at a house on their route, they 
were surprised by a body of Tories under the command of Colonels Fannon [sic, Fanning] and Elrod, 
upon their approaching the house Captain Canada and five or six of his men attempted to make their 
escape but were pursued by the Tories and all taken prisoners – while the Tories were in the pursuit of 
Canada and those who went with him applicant made his escape on foot with the Lieutenant, Sergeant, 
and the balance of the man, and were closely pursued by the Tories after they had captured Canada and 
his party, but they took refuge in a swamp for some time and escaped their pursuit – that same night 
applicant and his party met with a force of American militia who were marching to the relief of some of 
General Rutherford's men, and the next morning started with an additional number of men to recapture 
Captain Canada, if possible, but in marching for this purpose they met Canada who had been paroled 
and who thereafter refused again to join the American Army – applicant states that he continued to 
march about through the country after the Tories until some time in January or February when he left 
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the Army or company with which he had been doing service somewhere above Cross Creek – applicant 
states that he was in the American service he claims six and seven months – he states that while near 
Wilmington he heard of the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown – he states that being an entire 
stranger in the Country at that time and totally unacquainted with its geography, he cannot recollect 
with accuracy the respective localities of the rivers and places over which he marched – he states that 
for about 30 years after the war he resided in Rutherford County N. C. when he moved to Georgia 
where he lived about two years, when he moved to Burke County N. C. where he lived about nine 
years, when he moved back to Rutherford N. C. where he lived about one year, when he moved to 
South Carolina where he lived about two years, when he moved to Knox County Tennessee, where he 
lived about five years, when he moved to Anderson County Tennessee, where he has lived ever since – 
applicant states that he has no record of his age, but from the best information he has he thinks he is 89 
years old – he states that he never got a discharge for his services, nor has he any documentary 
evidence whatever of his service, nor does he know of any person whose testimony he can procure war 
who can testify to his services – he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity 
except the present, and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state.

Sworn to and subscribed in open Court this 29th of August 1832.
S/ Arthur Crozier, Clk S/ John Gaspenson, X his mark
[John Chiles and Samuel Edmundson gave a supporting affidavit.]

[veteran died February 26, 1835]


