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State of Virginia, Grayson County
On this 22nd day of October in the year of our Lord 1832 personally appeared in open Court, 

before the Justices of the County Court of Grayson now sitting, John Comer a resident of Grayson 
County in the State of Virginia, aged 79 years who being first duly sworn according to Law, doth, on 
his oath, make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed 
June 7th 1832.  That he entered the service of the United States under a Capt Lewis Jones of Amelia 
County in the State of Virginia, as a Militia man, who were called minute men, and marched under the 
command of the aforesaid Capt Lewis Jones to Norfolk, in Virginia, and arrived there on New Year's 
day in the evening, the same night the town was set on fire by the British, but this declarant does not 
now recollect the year; James Foster and Robert Foster were his first and second Lieutenants, after the 
British had fired Norfolk this declarant was marched about 10 miles from that place, to a point at or 
near Kemp's landing1, then so called, where he remained until the month of May following, having 
been in the Service under the aforesaid Capt Jones about 6 months.

This declarant then went unto the Marine Service under a Capt Hanway or Hanby and was sent 
to a place on James River called Sandy Point where he remained waiting for a galley some short time 
and so soon as it arrived he went on board and sailed to old James town.  The galley was commanded 
by Capt. John Colvert [sic, probably Capt. John Calvert]2.  This declarant was in the Marine Service 
about 3 months as well as he now remembers under the said Hanway & Calvert.  He was afterwards in 
the same Service under Capt. Pollard and Lieutenant Stratton in a galley called the Hero, commanded 
by a Capt. Mooter [sic, Capt. John Muter]3.  This declarant was a midshipman on board of this galley 
for about 6 months, having Served in it 12 months altogether.  He left the aforesaid galley in September 
1777 and in the year following he went as a seaman on board a New vessel built at Gasport & 
commanded by a Capt. Wren and Lieutenant Stratton but just before she sailed he was taken sick and 
did not accompany the vessel.  After this he was 3 months in the Service of a merchant Mill, making 
flour for the army.  This mill was in Amelia County Virginia & belonged to two Gentlemen by name of 
Coke.  After he left the aforesaid Mill he again entered the United States Service under a Capt. Fulks 
and served 4 months the whole company were discharged Shortly after the surrender of Cornwallis, this 
declarant having served 2 years & 4 months, in the whole as a Soldier in the war of the Revolution. 
This declarant was born in Caroline County Virginia in July 1753.  He has now no record of his age. 
He resided in Amelia County Virginia when he entered the service, and continued to reside in that 
County until he removed to Grayson County Virginia about 40 years ago, where he now lives. He was 
drafted as a militia man, except when he was in the marine service, & then he was a volunteer. He was 
acquainted with several of the regular officers, but has now forgotten their names.  He never received a 
written discharge, and knows of no surviving witness who can testify to his service in the war of the 
revolution, but he is known to Stephen Hail and James Brewer in his present neighbourhood, who can 
testify as to his character for veracity and their belief of his service in the war of the revolution.  He 
hereby relinquishes every claim to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is 
not on the pension roll of the agency of any State.

Sworn to, and subscribed, the day and year aforesaid.
S/ John Comer

We Stephen Hail Clergyman residing in the County of Grayson & James Brewer residing in the same 

1 http://gaz.jrshelby.com/kempslanding.htm  . 
2 http://www.scuttlebuttsmallchow.com/virgnavy.html  . 
3 ditto

http://www.scuttlebuttsmallchow.com/virgnavy.html
http://gaz.jrshelby.com/kempslanding.htm
http://southerncampaign.org/pen/index.htm


County, hereby certify that we are well acquainted with John Comer who has sworn to and subscribed 
to the above declaration:  that we believe him to be 79 years of age, that he is reputed and believed in 
the neighborhood where he resides to have been a soldier of the revolution & that we concur with that 
opinion.

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid.
S/ Stephen Hail Jr.
S/ James Brewer

[Another application dated June 24, 1833, also filed in Grayson County, Va., is in this file.  The content 
is almost identical to the above except he adds:  “The name of the Col. Who commanded the regiment 
in which this declarant was, in his first tour of 6 months, was Eppes, as well as he remembers...This 
declarant  during the time he served in the Galleys was mostly Stationed at Hampton Road, tho' 
sometimes he was in Hampton Creek & Chesapeake bay.”]

Virginia, Grayson County, to wit:
Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, a Justice of the Peace in & for the County of Grayson 
aforesaid, John Comer, who, being duly sworn, deposeth & saith, that by reason of old age, and the 
consequent loss of memory, he cannot swear positively as to the precise length of his service but 
according to the best of his recollection he served not less than the periods mentioned below, and in the 
following grades; For nine months I served as a drafted militia man; for one year and five months I 
served as a volunteer in the Marine Service; and for such Service by claim a pension.

S/ John Comer
 Sworn to & subscribed before me this 24th day of June 1833.

S/ William Vaughn, JP


