
Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 
Pension application of William Sims, Sr. S17091    f40VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     2/27/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Indiana Franklin County: SS 
 On this 13th day of May A.D. 1833 personally appeared in open Court before the Probate 
Court of the County of Franklin aforesaid now sitting, William Sims Senior a resident of the 
County of Franklin aforesaid, aged seventy-two years the 14th day of May A.D. 1832; who being 
first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to 
obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7, 1832.  – 
 That I entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated, to wit: In 1777 I resided in Culpepper County Virginia, and in that year, 
in said County I volunteered under Captain James Pendleton, as a private soldier, and marched to 
the lower end of Virginia, where the British were expected to land: the British did not land at that 
time, and we were in no engagement, but returned back to Culpeper County aforesaid.  I served 
in this tour as a private soldier the term of one month.  Afterwards in the same year in the same 
County, a draft was made of about 900 men, and I again volunteered amongst others, and we 
marched some time in the month of July, under Captain Hill to Pennsylvania, Colonel James 
Barber [James Barbour] and Major William Roberts commanded.  When we arrived in 
Pennsylvania we joined the regular Army under General Washington, Colonel Barber returning 
home, we were placed under Colonel Crawford.  In November of said year we were discharged 
and returned home to said County.  I served in the Army aforesaid this tour three months and a 
half – After which I returned to Rockingham County Virginia and in that County in 1781 I was 
drafted, and was in a company of Riflemen under Captain George Crisman [George Chrisman], 
Major Guy Hamilton [perhaps Gawen Hamilton] and General Campbell and served in this tour 
as a private soldier 4 months, and in my 2nd tour as aforesaid I served as a private soldier. 
1.  I was born in Culpeper County Virginia on the 14th of May 1760.  2.  I have a record of my 
age which is at my residence in Franklin County aforesaid.  3.  I lived in Culpeper County 
Virginia when called into service.  I moved from Culpeper County to Rockingham County as 
aforesaid – from which place I moved to Cocke County in Tennessee in 1785, from which place I 
removed in 1811 to the County of Franklin aforesaid where I have since resided.  4.  I was 
drafted and volunteered in the Army as above stated.  5.  For names of the officers with whom I 
was acquainted see and peruse this my declaration.  6.  I never received a discharge but when our 
Captain was discharged, he informed his company that they might return home.  – 
7.  I am acquainted with Elijah Barwick, Enoch McCarty who lived in my neighborhood & who 
can testify as to my character for veracity &c. 
He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and 
declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 
Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid 
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S/ Robert John, Clerk P.C.F.C.   S/ Wm Sims Sr. 

       
[Elijah Barwick, a clergyman, and Enoch McCarty gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Note: Veteran made an earlier application dated October 9, 1832 but it was last complete and his 
subsequent application, so I elected not to transcribe it.  I do not believe that it contains any 
information not contained in his subsequent declaration.  His earlier declaration was supported 
by standard affidavit given by Elijah Barwick, clergyman and Isaac Wilson.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $28.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 8 1/2 months in the Virginia militia.] 


