
 
Pension Application of Charles Hart S16406     fn8NC 
   Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 4/19/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 
of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by 
adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional 
notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks 
in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a 
guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events 
have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely 
to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been 
omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets 
my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all 
misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are 
not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 
8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky, Mercer County 
 On this 1st day of October in the year of Our Lord 1832 personally appeared in open court 
before the Justices of the County Court of Mercer of said state aforesaid now sitting Charles Hart a 
resident citizen of said County and State aged 71 years who being just duly sworn according to law 
doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the late act of Congress 
passed 7th day of June 1832, viz.:  I Charles Hart of said County do on my oath declare that I am now 
Seventy One years of age and that I was born in the State of North Carolina in Mcklenburgh [sic, 
Mecklenburg] County where I resided when the Revolutionary War commenced, and I was called into 
the service of my country as follows, viz.: - In the fall of the year 1778 I volunteered for five months in 
Capt. William Huston's company of Col. Locke's [Francis Locke's] Regiment of North Carolina Militia, 
who was about to march against the British in South Carolina, we marched to a place called Smokey 
Camp and from thence to the Two Sisters in said State on Savannah River—we captured many of the 
Tories and suppressed several parts with whom we skirmished and when my term expired I was 
discharged at the Two Sisters in the Spring 1779 and returned home, and again I volunteered under 
Capt. John Stevens in his company of minute men under the command of Col. Fifer [Phifer] in the 
summer of 1779 in the month of June, our services were confined to the three Counties of Anson, 
Rowan and Mecklenburg to guard said counties against the rising of the Tories in which we had 
constant and sever duty until the summer of 1781. At the Battle of [name written over; could be either 
Cowpens or Camden, but context indicates Camden] I was detached as a picket guard a few miles 
distance I was not in the battle which took place in August 1780 and when the battle of Guilford was 
fought I was in North Carolina near Wilmington. In the month of [words written over and illegible] 
1781, I volunteered in Capt. Joseph Chinn's company in Col. Fifer's Regiment and marched against the 
Tories in Wilmington North Carolina and dispersed them; we were stationed near Wilmington which 
was in the possession of the British. Our Company was mounted men and armed with guns and we was 
kept in constant employ scouring the county until after Lord Cornwallis was taken in October 1781—
when the British abandoned Wilmington. During this service Col. Fifer returned home and we were 
then commanded by Capt Robert Smith and soon after the British left Wilmington, we were marched to 
Cross Creek now called Fayetteville (I believe) where we were honorably discharged having been 
engaged nine months in this service, and in all my service I acted as a faithful soldier and was 
honorably discharged. I have no documentary evidence, having long since lost my discharges. After the 
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Revolutionary War I lived in North Carolina at my old residence until 1790 -- when I removed to 
Kentucky where I have resided since and now reside on Chaplin River Mercer County. I further declare 
that I am not now a pensioner of the United States or of any State and do hereby Relinquish all claim I 
have to said pension except the present. Witness my hand this 17th day of August 1832. 
       S/ Charles Hart, X his mark 
[Jesse Head, a clergyman, and Peter Huff gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
State of Kentucky Mercer County viz. On this 17 day of August 1832 personally appeared before me a 
Justice of the peace for said County and one of the Judges of said County court Henry Shofner1 and 
being first sworn according to law doth on his oath declare that I am well acquainted with Charles Hart 
of Mercer County I knew him in the year 1778 as a soldier in the militia of North Carolina I have this 
day heard his statement of his services in the revolutionary war we were together on the several tours in 
the same company and Regiment we marched side and side and his statement contains a true statement 
of the services which the said heart performed.  Witness my hand this 17th day of August 1832 
       S/ Henry Shofner 

      
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for two-year 
service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 
                                                 
1 Henry Shoffner S14568 
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