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Pension application of John Looney S1553     f76SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    3/30/10: rev'd 11/2/21 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 3] 
State of South Carolina Anderson District: On this 5th day of March 1833 John Looney 
personally appeared in open Court being the Court of Sessions and Common Pleas now sitting 
for said District and being duly sworn declares on oath as follows in order to obtain the benefit of 
the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 This Deponent was born in Bedford County Virginia in 1754 -- Was living in that part of 
South Carolina now known as Spartanburg when he first entered the service which was as a 
Volunteer under Captain Nichols during the Snow Camps1 and when he served forty-two days -- 
He was afterwards engaged under various militia officers for short terms of service but cannot 
recollect very distinctly the term or officers -- 
 On the 24th of December (he thinks in) 1777 he enlisted under Captain Benjamin Tutt in 
his Independent Company for three years with whom he continued in active service until his 
Captain was called on for a detachment and furnished twenty-five men of whom this Deponent 
was one and under his Lieutenant Thomas Farrar2 marched to Savannah and in the Siege3 there 
was wounded in the ankle which disabled him for service -- asked for a discharge having been 
there attached to Colonel Laurens [John Laurens] Infantry but was informed he had his discharge 
without having it in writing -- was never after in service -- his wound ulcerated -- suffered for 
forty four years when to save his life his leg was cut off and he now goes on a wooden leg -- He 
has long since made proof of his service and has received for many years a pension of Twenty-
one Dollars forty two cents from the General Government which was afterwards increased to 
thirty four Dollars -- His certificates are in the possession of a friend but will be procured and 
more particularly referred. If the Department can be satisfied of his service & give to him the 
benefit of the late act of Congress, he will cheerfully relinquish every claim whatever to his 
pension from the United States or from his own State from which he has also been some time in 
the receipt of a Pension. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid in open court 5 March 1833 
       S/ John Looney 

       
                                                 
1 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_snow_campaign.html  
2 Thomas Farrar R3449 
3 Siege of Savannah September 16-October 9, 1779 http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/790916-savannah/ 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_snow_campaign.html
http://southerncampaign.org/pen/r3449.pdf
http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/790916-savannah/


S/ Van A. Lawhon, CC 
 
[p 75] 
[John B. Chapplell, a clergyman, and Colonel Robert Anderson gave the standard supporting 
affidavit.] 
      Copy Certificate 
  "War Department 
 I certify that in conformity with the 3rd Section of an act of Congress of the 25th of April 
1808 entitled "an act concerning Invalid Pensioners" John Looney was placed on the Pension 
List of the United States and Roll of the South Carolina agency at the rate of $1.78 1/2 per month 
to commence on the 1st day of March 1808. 
 Given at the War office of the United States this 24th day of June 1813 
     S/ John Armstrong" 
No number indorsed 
 
[p 7] 
State of South Carolina Anderson District 
 John Looney of the State & District aforesaid appeared personally before me and makes 
oath to the following statement by way of amending his Declaration made in open Court the 5th 
of March 1833 in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress June 7th 1832. His first tour 
set forth in his Declaration under Captain Nichols as a Volunteer was in November 1775 for forty 
two days which terminated as he well recollects on Christmas Eve of that Year. In his original 
Declaration he alludes to his having served various tours which could not be set forth with entire 
distinctness nor did he suppose it necessary on account of his succeeding enlistment for three 
years. But he is able to state that the very day he enlisted with Tutt on the 24th of December 
1777 was the last day of one of those tours under Captain Robert Lusk which had commenced in 
September previous (1777) and during which time they were stationed at Fort Rutledge on 
Keowee River protecting the Frontier against incursions from the Cherokees -- 
 On the 24th of December 1777 he enlisted for three years as stated under Tutt with whom 
he continued until detached with his Lieutenant Farrar (who was lately alive and some where in 
Alabama and marched to Savannah at the Siege of which on the 9th of October 1779 he was 
wounded and shortly after discharged being wholly unable to do duty. 
His service therefore may be regarded as follows 
First tour November 1775 until Christmas Eve 42 days 
Second Tour September 1777 until 24 December id say 3 months 
Enlistment for 3 years though he served only from 24th of December 1777 until the 9th of 
October 1779 say 1 yr. 9 mos 15 
Thus making in all of actual service which he is able to enumerate specifically 2 years 1 month 
27 days though there were various intermediate tours of shorter periods as heretofore declared -- 
The Declaration having been returned with the single requisition that the term of service should 
be set forth anything further is deemed unnecessary. 
Sworn to & subscribed November 14th 1833 before 
S/ Joseph N. Whitner, NP     S/ John Looney 
 
[p 9] 
  Surgeon's Affidavit 
State of South Carolina Anderson District June 5th 1837 
 It is hereby certified, that John Looney a soldier in the company of Captain B. Tutt and 



Colonel Laurens Regiment of the United States of the Revolution is rendered incapable of 
performing the duty of a soldier, by reason of wounds or other injuries inflicted while he was 
actually in service aforesaid, and in the line of his duty, viz. during an engagement with the 
British troops. 
 By satisfactory evidence and accurate examination, it appears on the 9th day of October 
in the year 1779 being engaged with the British troops at or near a place called Savannah in the 
district or territory of Georgia he received a wound by an owner [?]4 ball in his ankle joint, the 
result of which was an ill conditioned & frequently foul ulcer for thirty or forty years, when 
finally from frequent hemorrhages and the malignant character of the sore, amputation of the leg 
became indispensable to the preservation of his life. We have seen his leg and witnessed his 
suffering from it frequently previous to the operation. It was taken off just below the knee on or 
about the 10th day of December 1824; and he is hereby not only incapacitated for military duty, 
but, in the opinion of the undersigned, is totally disabled from obtaining his assistance from 
manual labor. 
       S/ F. W. Symmes, Surgeon 
       S/ Edm. Webb, Surgeon 
 
[p 11] 
State of South Carolina 
 Be it remembered that on the twenty ninth day of September, before me Joseph Grisham 
Notary Public & ex officio a Magistrate for the District of Pickens in the State aforesaid, 
Personally appeared John Looney a person to me well known a Pensioner of the United States 
who was a Soldier in the War of the Revolution (and was wounded in the service). And made 
oath, that he was wounded at the siege of Savannah under General Lincoln [Benjamin Lincoln]. 
That he received one musket ball in his neck which was extracted and the wound cured. The 
other musket ball passed through the ankle of his left leg -- That the wound was incurable, and 
after suffering forty four years two months & one day he had his leg cut off below the knee on 
the 10th day of December 1823 and that he is the same John Looney of Pendleton District to 
whom has been granted Pensions of various amounts from about seventeen dollars per year to 
greater amounts as his disability increased. That for several years his pay as an invalid has not 
been received except about four years pay which he understood was paid to him by one A. Ray 
Esquire -- He now lives in Pickens District South Carolina 
Sworn to 29th September 1842 Before me 
S/ Joseph Grisham, NP    S/ John Looney 
 
[p 13] 
  To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled 
 Your most respectful petitioner begs leave to State, that early in the winter of 1777 during 
the War of the revolution, he entered the regular service of the United States for three years in 
Captain B. Tutt's Company under command of Colonel Laurens and General Lincoln, and that, 
on the 9th of October 1779, while engaged in action with the enemy at Savannah Georgia was 
severely wounded in the ankle by a ball, producing great pain and suffering with ulcerated sores 
for forty odd years. For the preservation of life it was deemed necessary in the year 1824, to 
amputate the leg. The statement of this fact is more fully shown by the certificate from the 
pension office accompanying this Memorial marked No. 1. 
 Your petitioner's name was placed on the revolutionary Invalid pension roll in the year 
                                                 

4  



1808, at the rate of $21.42 per annum: And under the general law, "to increase the pensions of 
invalids in certain cases approved April 24, 1816" The invalid pension was increased at the rate 
of $34.12 per annum. And by reference to said act 1816, it will be perceived, that, under the first 
Section a private for total disability, or disability of the highest degree, a pension of $8 per 
month, was directed to be approved. Had your petitioner been apprised of the Act 24th of April 
1816, and application had been made after the total disability occurred "December 10, 1824" see 
Surgeons' Certificate No. 1 a full pension would have been allowed, But not having none of the 
Act April 24, 1816 until the year 1837, when application was made through his attorney 
Alexander Ray of Washington for said act And to the application then made, the Commissioner 
of Pension replies No. 2 "If he (John Looney) can show that the loss of his leg was the necessary 
consequence of the wound which he received at the battle of Savannah, he will be entitled to a 
full pension" that he is $8 per month. 
 When the surgeons' certificate No. 1 was presented in conformity with the 
Commissioner's instructions showing the time when the disability occurred, and upon a re-
examination of the case, as per letter No. 3 June 17 1837, the Commissioner discovered "the law 
which authorized him to increase in certain cases had expired." 
 Upon a review of the claim, it evidently appears, that under the Act April 24, 1816, John 
Looney would have been entitled to receive $8 per month from the 10th of December 1824 when 
the amputation of the leg became necessary. Had application been made at that time, or at the 
time it was made in April 1837, in the opinion of the Commissioner of Pensions -- if the act 
authorized the increase had not, having expired by limitation. 
 Your petitioner has most respectfully stated the reason for not having applied earlier, and 
shown the date of the amputation of his leg. And now prays, that his name be directed to be 
placed on the revolutionary invalid pension roll at the rate which the act of April 24, 1816 would 
have entitled him to receive, upon the evidence produced to the Commissioner of Pensions as per 
copy No. 1 at the rate of $8 per month, commencing on the 10th of December 1824 in lieu of the 
present invalid pension, and to continue during life, deducting therefrom the amount of the 
payments, as an invalid pensioner at the rate of $34.12 from the 10th of December 1824. 
 All of which is most respectfully submitted to Congress 
     S/ John Looney 
 by his attorney in fact S/ Alex. Ray Washington December 1841 
______________________________________ 
 
South Carolina Audited Accounts5 relating to John Looney  pp18 
Audited Account No. 4663.5 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     11/2/21 
 
[p 2] 
No. 50   42 84/100 
January 29th 1812 
Annuitants 
 
Received 29 January 1812 from William Clement Esquire $42.84 for 2 years Pension due to John 
Looney 4 1811 & 1812 

                                                 
5 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The number behind the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file 
and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the South Carolina Archives. 

http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/


     S/  John McMillion 

     
 
[p 3] 
Pendleton Ct. house [Courthouse] SC January 14th 1812 
John Dawson Junior Esquire 
 Sir 
  You will please to pay the bearer here of what is due me of my pension and also 
any monies that may have been allowed me by Congress during the present Session and his 
receipt shall be good for the same 
    S/ Jno. Looney 

     
 
[p 5] 
Petition of John Looney kept praying Compensation for Services during the Revolutionary war 
Pensions 
Samuel Cherry 
Granted 
 
[p 6] 
The State of South Carolina Pendleton District} To the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of South Carolina. The Humble petition of John Looney Sheweth that he was wounded 
in the service of his Country at the battle of Savannah on the 9th of October 1779 and that your 
petitioner although in the Regular Service of this State never obtained a pension until 1784 as the 
records of your Honorable body will show during which interval your petitioner was supported 
by the Charity of his friends. Your petitioner begs leave further to State that the wounds which he 
received during the Revolutionary Struggle have grown worse with the increasing infirmities of 
Old age and that he is not now able to Contribute any thing towards a Support by his own labour 
and as the pension which he now receives is not Sufficient to afford him a subsistence he prays 
your Honorable body to grant him the arrearages from the time of his being disabled until his 
pension was obtained which he is persuaded your Honorable body will think he is entitled to that 
he may be enabled to spend the short remnant of his days in Comparative Comfort. Hoping that 
your Honorable body will not refuse this small pittance your petitioner (now that he can do no 
more) will offer up his prayers with as much devotion as in youth he poured out his blood for the 
liberty and prosperity of his Country. 
November 13th 1823     S/  John Looney 

       
 
[p 7] 
I Thomas Farrar formally a Lieutenant in the First Independent Company commanded by 
Captain Benjamin Tutt that John Looney now a pensioner was wounded at the battle of Savannah 
the ninth day of October 1779 and that he has been a Cripple ever since and will remain so to his 



death, all this I certify as it took place under my own eyes on that day. Given under my hand this 
15th day of November 1823 
Pendleton District 
South Carolina    S/  Thomas Farrar 
      then a Lieutenant 

      
 
[p 9:  Another version of the petition transcribed above from page 6] 
 
[Note:  The rest of the documents in this file are receipts for the annuity paid to the veteran up to 
the date of June 4, 1834.] 


