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State of Kentucky, Nelson County court 
 Be it remembered that upon this 10th day of March in the year 1834, personally appeared 
in open court Robert Johnson aged 84 years a citizen of Nelson County Kentucky and in order to 
obtain the benefit of the act of Congress of the United States passed in the year 1832, granting 
pensions & further benefit of certain officers and soldiers of the Revolution and being sworn 
upon his oath makes the following declaration. 
 That in the year 1775, he was a citizen of South Carolina and resided near Camden.  That 
in the fall of the year 1775, he cannot state the precise day but believes it was in the month of 
September and the last of the month he entered the service as a private Militia man for a tour of 
duty of 3 months in the company commanded by Captain Drakeford and the first Lieutenant was 
John Landing, our principal commander was Colonel Richardson.  The troops were marched up 
on Reedy River and near a large Cane break on said River we took some Tories prisoners who 
had joined the King, these Tories were called Scofle Ites.1

                                                 
1 Scofolite, Scoffelites, Scopholites, Scovelites or Coffelites (Joseph Coffell): A name given to white Tories who 
dressed up like Indians when attacking patriot fortifications in the hope of deflecting their neighbors' animosity 
away from themselves and onto the Cherokees who constituted a constant threat to the frontier settlers prior to and 
throughout the period of the Revolutionary War. The name derived from Joseph Scoffel, a Tory, who was active in 
the loyalist cause from an early period of the war. For an excellent discussion of the "Scoffol Lights," see, Rachel N. 
Klein, "Frontier Planters and the American Revolution: The South Carolina Backcountry, 17751782,” in Ronald 
Hoffman, Thad W. Tate and Peter J. Albert, eds., An Uncivil War: The Southern Backcountry During the American 
Revolution, (Charlottesville: United States Capitol Historical Society by The University Press of Virginia, 1985), 37-
69. 

  The troops to which he was attached 
continued their services in different sections of the country in suppressing and dispersing the 
Tories for the full term of 3 months at the termination of which time this affiant was discharged 
And he states that although he cannot remember the precise day he entered into the military 
service of the United States or quit it under this engagement he states positively that he served 
for the full period for which he entered and that was for 3 months.  After this tour the affiant 
moved to Roan [sic, Rowan] County State of North Carolina and in the year 1776 in the fall of 
that year and after he had raised his crop, to wit on the first of September as near as he can 
recollect for he will not be positive as to the precise day, he again entered the public service as a 
private Militia man in the company commanded by Samuel Young our company was under the 
command of General Griffin Rutherford [sic, Griffith Rutherford] of said County of Rowan, the 
troops to which he was attached during this War was stationed upon the Catawba River and 
remained there some time to guard the frontier against the Indians and we were afterwards 
marched into the Cherokee Country against the said Cherokee Indians the troops marched as far 
as the Over-hill towns, we destroyed the corn and other property of the Indians in this tour and 
that other places After destroying the Indian towns and property the troops returned and were 
discharged, this affiant returned to the County of Rowan having faithfully served upon this tour 
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before period of 3 months as a private in the manner stated. 
 In the year 1781, he was still a resident of North Carolina, he had moved and resided on 
the Catawba River when he was called upon by his Country again to enter her service and he 
United himself under the command of Captain Walker, and was marched from his residence in 
Burke County in Stationed at a Fort situated above the Quaker Meadows near the Blue Ridge.  
There were 30 men stationed at this Fort as a guard under Walker and this affiant remained in the 
military service of his country upon this tour for the full period of 3 months, the time for which 
he entered and was honorably discharged from the service on the termination of each tour but he 
has lost his discharge having long since lost or mislaid the same, nor has he any written evidence 
of his service nor does he know that he can prove the fact of his actual service by any living 
witness.  He moved to Kentucky in the fall of 1783 and has resided here ever.  He is known 
personally to many of the citizens of Nelson County to wit the Honorable Benjamin Hardin now 
a member of Congress C. A. Wickliffe formerly a member of Congress, John Rowan Esquire & 
others and also to James and William Settles.  He states that he served in all 3 tours of duty of 3 
months each, and in all 9 months as a private soldier in the militia of the United States.  That he 
is not upon the pension Roll of any State or of the United States and hereby relinquishes all claim 
to a pension other than the one now claim. 
    Signed   Robert Johnston 
[Alexander Hunter, James Settle, William Settle, and Stanislaus Hayden gave the standard 
supporting affidavit.] 
[Isaac Taylor at the clergyman, gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 


