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State of Kentucky Clarke County 
 On this 3rd day of October 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the Honorable 
Richard French judge of the Clarke Circuit Court, being a court of record, now sitting Thomas 
Berry a resident of Clarke County and State aforesaid, aged 75 years last June, who being first 
duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath, make the following declaration, in order to obtain 
the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated.  In the year 1776 in the spring of said year, the month I do not recollect, I 
enlisted for the period of 6 months in a company of minute men commanded by Capt. James 
Anderson -- Said company was raised in the County of Mecklenburg in the State of Virginia, 
where I resided at the time I enlisted in it.  We were in marched near Norfolk, and stationed at a 
little Town in sight of Norfolk named Hampton, after remaining there some time we were taken 
across James River and stationed at Portsmouth, where we remained until our 6 months expired, 
and we were there discharged -- If I got a written discharge I have forgotten it and have lost it; 
my impression is that we got no written discharge, but were directed to return to our homes -- 
There were 2 or 3 companies of minute men stationed together at the places above mentioned.  
We were commanded by a Col., but his name I have forgotten, being then very young myself.  
There were no other troops there during the time we remained. 
 In the spring of the year 1779 he was drafted in a Company of Militia commanded by 
Capt. Charles Clay -- Said company was also raised in Mecklenburg, State of Virginia, where I 
lived at that time.  Our Col. was Lewis Burrill of the same County -- We were marched until we 
arrived near Charleston in South Carolina, where we joined General Lincoln's Army.  We were at 
his camp for some considerable time.  I was in a battle at a place called Stono Ferry.  Lincoln's 
Army marched in the night, and the battle commenced next morning about sunrise.  Shortly after 
that, the British left that part of the country having abandoned the Fort they occupied at Stono's 
Ferry, which was taken into possession by Lincoln's troops.  Having served 6 months in that tour 
I was discharged, together with the other militia from Virginia.  If I got a written discharge I have 
lost it.  The Virginia Militia at the battle of Stono were commanded by General Mason. 
 In the Beginning of the year 1781 he was again drafted in a company of militia 
commanded by Capt. Robert Smith.  The company was raised in Mecklenburg, Virginia, where I 
still live.  Col. Robert Munford of the said County commanded the Regiment.  We were marched 
to Gen. Green's [sic, Nathanael Greene's] Army in North Carolina.  After reaching his camp, we 
were marched and counter-marched across the country watching the movements [of] Cornwallis, 
and engaged in a contest of maneuvering.  I was in the battle at Guilford Court house -- in the 
brigade of Virginia militia commanded by Lawson -- The North Carolina militia fled at first fire.  
The Regiment that I belonged to was on the extreme right in said battle, we were after a warm 
contest fired [?] back and compelled to retreat.  Shortly after Cornwallis commenced a retreat, 
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and the Army of Greene in which I still was, continued to follow him, until we reached Broad 
River, when I was discharged having been served a tour of 3 months.  The Regiment to which I 
belonged marched back together, into the State of Virginia, and having got into our own state, we 
were dismissed without any written discharge. 
 My whole service in the revolutionary war was 15 months -- 
 I was born the 8th of June 1757.  I have a record of my age in a Bible which belonged to 
my father, now in the possession of my sister – Elizabeth Brasfield.  I was born in King & Queen 
County Virginia as his parents have always informed him, but he was living in Mecklenburg 
County and State of Virginia when he was called into service as before mentioned.  In the year 
1783 or 1784 he moved to the State of North Carolina, and in the year 1787 or 1788 he left North 
Carolina and moved to the State of Kentucky, where he has been ever since the two first years in 
Mercer County and the remainder of the time in what is now Clarke County.  He has no 
recollection of the names of any of the regular officers who were with the troops, where he 
served except those he has named. 
 He is known to Lewis Berry, William Rash, Wiley W. Brasfield, Hubbard Taylor and 
James Rainey and others in his neighborhood, who can testify as to his character for veracity, and 
their belief of his services as a soldier of the revolution -- 
 He knows of no person living by whom he can prove his services in the revolution 
except, his two sisters, Elizabeth Brasfield and Sarah Harris, who from their age are unable to get 
to court without great inconvenience but they are affidavit he has preserved and now reads it to 
the court. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any State.  Sworn to and 
subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
       S/ Thomas Berry 
[William Rash, a clergyman, and Lewis Berry gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
Clark County 
 We Elizabeth Brasfield and Sarah Harris state, that our brother Thomas Berry is now 75 
years old as we have always understood in the family -- That we recollect during the war of the 
revolution that the said Thomas Berry went out 3 different times as a militia man.  We always 
understood that he served his time out each time and done his duty as a soldier, such was always 
the understanding in the neighborhood, and we never heard it contradicted -- We then lived in 
Mecklenburg County in the State of Virginia, where I'll father and our said brother Thomas also 
resided.  We cannot now recollect how long said Thomas Berry was out each time, that we know 
he was gone from home a considerable length of time, every trip. 
 Sworn and subscribed on this 3rd day of October 1832 
     S/ Elisabeth Barsfield 
     S/ Sarah Harris 


