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Pension application of William Tyler S14742     f27VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/6/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky County of Jefferson: SS 
 On this seventh day of January 1833, personally appeared in open court before the 
County Court of Jefferson County Kentucky now setting William Tyler a resident of the United 
States in the County of Jefferson & State of Kentucky aged seventy-seven years since the 20th of 
June last past who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of an act of Congress passed June 7th 1832 to wit That 
he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers & served as herein 
stated viz. George Rogers Clark Colonel – __ Montgomery Colonel, Thos Quirk [Thomas Quirk] 
Major, Wm Harrod [William Harrod] Captain, John Bailey Captain, James Montgomery 
Lieutenant Richard Clarke Lieutenant.  These are part of the officers to the Regiment to which 
this applicant belonged which was commonly called the Illinois Regiment.  That he entered the 
service as a private soldier about the first of December 1777 & remained in the service from that 
time until a few days before Christmas in the year 1779 when he left the service and returned 
home having been engaged in the service two years & a few days and that the statement in his 
former declaration that he quit the service in December 1789 was put in by mistake by the person 
who drew it up – it should have been 1779.  That he voluntarily enlisted & at that time lived on 
the Monongahela River about 30 miles above Redstone Fort in the State of Virginia.  That during 
this campaign he was at the taking of Post Vincent (now Vincennes) [February 23 – 25, 1779] at 
which place some fighting with some British, Frenchman & Indians & took a number of 
prisoners.  That he was also at the taking of the Fort on the Illinois River called Fort Kaskaskia 
[July fourth, 1778] where the enemy surrendered without fighting.  That after he enlisted the 
Regiment went down the Ohio River to the mouth of Saline Creek & then marched through the 
(now) states of Indiana & Illinois.  That he has now no documentary evidence of his service it 
having been burnt with his father's house which accident happened not long after he left the 
service.  That he can prove all or part of his service by Edwd Tyler [Edward Tyler] 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present & 
declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state. 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
     S/ Will Tyler 

      
 
I Edward Tyler residing in the County of Jefferson & State of Kentucky now in my sixty sixth 

http://www.southerncampaign.org/pen/


year do certify that I was well acquainted with William Tyler the affiant for a pension when he 
enlisted under Colonel George Rogers Clark in the year 1777 I believe it was in December & that 
I then objected to his enlistment I being the only brother left at home & my father being very old 
& that he did not return before December 1779 & that he was gone about two years.  At this time 
we lived on the Monongahela River & that in the spring of 1780 my father & family moved to 
the falls of the Ohio River now Louisville.  These occurrences enable me the more certainly to 
recollect the dates above. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid in open Court 
      S/ Edward Tyler {Seal} 

       
[Michael Miller, a clergyman, and James Pomeroy gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
Where & in what year were you born? 
Ans.  I was born in Barclay [Berkeley] County State of Virginia near Shepherdstown on the 25th 
of June 1755 
Have you any record of your age & if so where is it? 
Ans.  I have none.  It was burnt many years ago in & with my father's house. 
Where were you living when called into service?  Where have you lived since the revolutionary 
war?  Where do you now live? 
Ans.  When I entered the service I lived on the Monongahela River in the State of Virginia.  In 
1780 I moved to the falls of the Ohio & have lived in Jefferson County Kentucky ever since that 
time. 
How were you called into service?  Were you drafted?  Did you volunteer?  Or were you a 
substitute & if a substitute for whom? 
Ans.  I always volunteered & was never a substitute 
State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you served and 
Continental & militia regiments as you can recollect & the general circumstances of your service 
Ans.  Cols George Rogers Clark & __Montgomery Captains William Harrod & Edward 
Worthington Lieutenant John Sevier, Ensign Jacob Vanmeter Lieutenant James Montgomery & 
Richard Clarke Major Thomas Quirk & Captain John Bailey were with the troops where I was in 
the service.  They were called regular officers & the Regiment was called a Continental 
Regiment & if any name was given to it I either never knew it will have now forgotten it. 
Did you ever receive a discharge from the service & if so by whom was it given & what has 
become of it 
Ans.  I received a discharge which was signed by General George Rogers Clark & many years 
ago it was burnt in my father's house 
State the names of the persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood who can 
testify as to your character for veracity & their belief of your services as a soldier of the 
revolution 
Ans.  Henry Churchill, Worden Pope, Edward Tyler Sr. & Jr., Michael Miller, James Pomeroy, 
Henry F. Kalfus, Samuel Frederick &c &c 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a private for two years in the Virginia state line.] 


