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Pension application of John Kidwell S13638    f22NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    12/31/07: rev'd 4/13/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky, Madison County: Sct. 
 On this 13th day of August, 1832, personally appeared before the Worshipful, the County 
Court of Madison, John Kidwell, a resident of said County and State of Kentucky, aged 79 years 
the 23rd instant, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath, make the 
following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress, 
passed June 7, 1832.  That he enlisted in the Army of the United States in the year of __ with 
Sergeant Burke and was enrolled in the company of Captain William Temple Cole, and served in 
the 4th Regiment of the North Carolina line, under the following officers as well as he can now 
recollect, Captain William T. Cole, Major Davies [William Richardson Davies], Colonel Thomas 
Polk, and General Nash [Francis Nash].  He is not able to say when he left the service, as he has 
little or no learning and kept no papers or memorandums [sic].  He resided in Roan [sic, Rowan] 
County North Carolina at the time of his enlistment, and when he entered the service.  He was at 
Charleston, South Carolina at the time the battle took place at the White House, but was on 
guard.  He was also on guard in Charleston during the battle at Sullivan's Island [June 28, 1776].1  
Generals Moultrie [William Moultrie] and Lee [Charles Lee], he thinks, commanded.  From 
Rowan County North Carolina he marched to Charleston, South Carolina and then back again to 
Wilmington, &c in North Carolina.  He thinks he marched backwards and forwards several 
times.  He was stationed at Hasley's Point [sic, Haddrell's Point] near Sullivan's Fort about three 
months.  General Nash commanded there.  He has no discharge nor any documentary evidence 
of this service.  And the said John Kidwell also makes the following further declaration in order 
to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7, 1832.  That he entered the service of 
the United States under the following named officers and served as herein stated.  He entered the 
service as a drafted militia man for three months under Captain Cole [William Cole], about the 
4th of January 1781.  He was under Major Pogue and was commanded by General Davidson 
[William Lee Davidson].  He marched to Catawby [sic, Catawba River] immediately after 
rendezvousing – remained there till the 4th day of February and was in the battle at that place, 
where General Davidson was killed [cowlings Ford, February 1, 1781].2  He then marched to 
Salisbury, from thence toward Guilford, and was discharged either in Guilford or Rowan County 
North Carolina, at Abbott's Creek.  He would further state that he served one other tour of three 
months as a drafted militia man previous to this time.  He cannot state the year or month it was 
in.  He well recollects being stationed at Salisbury, North Carolina, where he guarded the public 
pasture about two months, and drove a public wagon about one month.  He was under a French 
officer, who he thinks was called Major Monflorence [James Cole Mountflorence?] (or some such 
                                                 
1 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_ft_moultrie_1.html  
2 http://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_cowans_ford.html  
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name) who commanded the militia, and who gathered provisions for the troops at Salisbury and 
Frohock's Mill.  Captain Gamrell he thinks commanded the Continental troops. Captain Stokes, 
Major Lewis, Captain Marbery, Captain Yarberry [sic, Yarborough?], Captain Gordin [sic, 
Gordon?] (commanded the 18 months men) were the Continental officers stationed at Salisbury 
at the time he served this tour.  Those are all the particulars he can recollect.  He has no 
discharges, or documentary evidence, nor does he recollect ever receiving any.  He hereby 
relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and declares that 
his name is not on the pension rolls of the agency of any State.  Sworn to, and subscribed, the 
day and year aforesaid. 
      S/ John Kidwell, X his mark 
 
[Talton Taylor, a clergyman, and Thomas Turner gave the standard supporting affidavit.  In 
addition Thomas Turner stated as follows: “Thomas Turner further states that he knows of his 
own knowledge that said Kidwell served the three months stated in his declaration as 
commencing on the 4th of January 1781.  He was in the same company and messed with him 
during that period.  Said Turner further states that there was a call for 18 months men, and each 
class of 18 men had to furnish a man, as well as he recollects, and said Kidwell was hired by the 
class, and as he understood enlisted for the 18 months.  He went out at this time in the service 
and remained as he the deponent thinks the 18 months.  He has also an indistinct recollection of 
Kidwell's serving the tour at Salisbury as guard &c under Major Monflorence, but of this he 
cannot be certain. 
      S/ Talton Taylor 
      S/ Thos Turner.” 

      
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $30 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for 9 months in the North Carolina Continental line.] 


