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Pension application of Spencer Lewis R9978     f13VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      10/2/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Accomack County State of Virginia 
 On this the 19 day of April 1853 personally appeared before me a justice of the peace for 
the County aforesaid Spencer Lewis, who being too old and infirm to appear in open Court, who 
is about ninety years of age to the best of his knowledge and belief (but has no record of his age) 
he knows there was but little difference between himself and his brother Thomas Lewis,1 who 
has received a pension for his revolutionary Services the said Spencer Lewis being first duly 
sworn maketh the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress 
passed June 7, 1832.  He says during the revolutionary war in the year 1778 he entered the 
service of the Virginia militia a soldier in the County of Accomack and continued in the service 
to the end of the war, under the following named officers, first under the command of Captain 
William Drummond & Colonel Thomas Snead and others but from the long lapse of time and 
consequent loss of memory has forgotten some of his officers, and his services, but recollects he 
served a Say [?] portion of three or four years, at a place called "Willets Hill" under the 
command of Captain John Custis, and at other times under the command of William Drummond 
at a place called "Pies Field" and at other, and different places, under other captains of the militia 
in the said County but cannot at this late time in the very "winter" of his age and poverty give his 
services in detail, as the militia of Accomack were all the time subject to repeated calls on guard 
and alarms, throughout the War and deposeth to the best of his knowledge and belief he served in 
said war over two years, but knows of no one at this late day to prove his services as his brother 
and all those who served with him are dead, he was also well acquainted in the war with Colonel 
John Cropper, Colonel Southey Simpson, Colonel Levin Joyns [Levin Joynes or Jones?], Colonel 
Parker & Colonel Snead of Accomack and he is now acquainted with the Honorable Henry 
Aloise [?], Judge Baylor, the Reverend George H. Ewell, Littleton A. Harriman Esquire and all 
the prominent men of the County who can testify to his credibility up to recently he has been 
able to support himself but affliction & misfortune have caused him to claim a pension for his 
services which he thinks his country will not withhold longer from him he would have applied 
earlier, but his brother's pensions which was for similar services not paid until recently. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on any pension roll of the agency of any state.  He moreover 
states he is very well acquainted with Curtis Bull,2 Robert Chase,3 Horsy Sumers [Horsy 
                                                 
1 Probably the same man as Thomas Lewis FPA W10263 whose application will be posted in this database soon 
(note made 10/2/13) 
2 Custis (Curtis) Bull S18338 
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Summers]4, Richard Sumers [Richard Summers]5 and the rest of the militia soldiers in said war. 
Given under my hand this 17 day of April 1853 
     S/ Spencer Lewis, X his mark 
[George H Ewell, a clergyman, and John Parks gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
Accomack County State of Virginia: SS 
 Henry Marshel [Henry Marshall?] of the County of Accomack aged 82 years of age being 
first duly sworn Deposeth and saith that he is the son of Sampson Marshel [Sampson Marshall?] 
who was one of the Militia of Accomack County in the Revolutionary War (but died before the 
pension act took place) That he has frequently heard his Father and Samuel Marshel who was a 
Revolutionary pensioner and Absalom Lewis of said County frequently say that Spencer Lewis 
was one of the Accomack militia and served on duty with them in the Revolutionary War and 
also many others.  He further states that although a boy he recollects the war, and the time his 
father was on guard Distinctly, recollects of seeing the shipping and the Barges near where he 
then resided, he further states that he has always regarded and so has the County generally 
Spencer Lewis as a Revolutionary Soldier his brother Thomas Lewis who served with him has 
drawn his pension and that the said Spencer and his brother Tom were nearly the same age and 
served together as he has always understood and verily believes. 
 Given under my hand this 19 April 1853 
     S/ Henry Marshel, X his mark 
 
Accomack County State of Virginia 
The deposition of Robert Chase a Revolutionary Pensioner being first duly sworn deposeth and 
saith that during the War of the revolution although he and Spencer Lewis lived in the same 
County they did not serve on duty together, but he always understood, and believes, that the said 
Spencer Lewis, was one of the Accomack militia in the Revolutionary War and kept guard and 
done about the same duty as myself and the rest of the militia of Accomack County.  His brother 
Thomas Lewis who served with him has recently received his pension and I have no doubt this 
3rd Spencer Lewis is equally entitled. 
      S/ Robert Chase, X his mark 
[Acknowledge in Accomack County April 19, 1853] 

                                                                                                                                                             
3 Robert Chase W6910 
4 FPA S7664 
5 FPA S7663 
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