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  Transcribed by Will Graves     2/23/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  I welcome and 
encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 
 
Missouri, Cape Girardeau Circuit Court December Term 1832.  Tuesday December 13th, 1832 – 
8th day of the term. 
State of Missouri, County of Cape Girardeau: SS A declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
the act of Congress of the United States on the 7th of June 1832. 
 On the 13th day of December A.D. 1832 personally appeared before the Circuit Court of 
the County aforesaid, John Smith, a resident of Lorana Township in the County of Cape 
Girardeau can State aforesaid, aged sixty-eight years, and ten months, who first being duly sworn 
according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit 
of the provision made by the act of Congress passed June the 7th 1832: That he was drafted and 
entered the Army of the United States in the month of March 1780 and served under one Major 
Davis who commanded the Regiment, and under Jacob Collins as Captain, who were all 
commanded by one General Rutherford: That he lived on the Catawba River, Lincoln County, 
State of North Carolina at the time he was drafted, was drafted, was marched on to Charlestown 
in the State of South Carolina, was at the battle of the siege of Charlestown and was then taken a 
Prisoner on the 14th day of May in the year 1780 [sic, May 12, 1780], and was retained by the 
British nine days when he was Paroled, ordered not to take up arms against the British again until 
exchanged: but does not know whether he was ever exchanged or not.  The only states through 
which he traveled was the States of North and South Carolina.  That while he was at Charlestown 
he was taken with about sixty others to reinforce the Fort at Hadleys point [sic, Haddrell's Point], 
which was then defended by the French, where he remained about eight or ten days when we 
were returned to Charlestown before I was taken by the British as above stated.  I was born from 
accounts in Lincoln County State of North Carolina, where I resided until I moved to the State of 
Missouri in the year 1814 where I have since continued to reside 
      (signed)  John Smith1 
State of Missouri County of Cape Girardeau: SS: John Dick of lawful age being duly sworn on 
oath doth say that he was acquainted with the said John Smith in Lincoln County North Carolina 
as early as the year 1775, that they were raised in the same neighborhood and were playmates; 
that the said John Smith was absent sometime during the American Revolution and was informed 
                                                 
1 I do not believe this is his actual signature since the handwriting appears to me to be identical to that of the 
application itself. 
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that the said Smith had joined the American Army: that sometime after the battle at Charlestown 
in South Carolina, the said John Smith returned home and this deponent understood, from the 
said Smith and other Persons (neighbors) who were taken prisoners at Charlestown, that the said 
Smith was taken a prisoner by the British, with them.  That this deponent has no reason to 
disbelieve and does believe that the said John Smith was a soldier of the American Revolution. 
 Sworn to and subscribed in open court the 13th day of December 1832 
S/ John D. Cook    (signed)  John Dick 
[Drury Massey, a Minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, gave a standard supporting 
affidavit.] 


