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Pension application of Ephraim Sayre R9249    f11VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/15/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Ohio Meigs County SS 
 On this 25 day of December 1833 personally appeared before the subscriber a Justice of 
the Peace in and for said County of Meigs and State of Ohio Ephraim Sayre a resident of said 
County of Meigs and State of Ohio aged 71 years who being first duly sworn according to law 
doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of 
Congress passed June the 7th 1832.  That he entered the service of the United States under the 
following named officers and served as herein stated that in the year 1780 in the month of March 
declarant thinks about the tenth [?] day in the County of Monongahela State of Virginia he 
volunteered his services as an Indian spy as a private soldier and was placed under the command 
of Lieutenant Evans Ensign Charles Stuart.  Declarant [states] that it was customary in those day 
[days] for the spies to be detached and for the Captain and his subalterns to divide the Company 
– and each command a portion of the Company – and who the Captain of the company was 
Declarant does not know but recollects that he was placed under the command of the officers last 
above named.  Declarant states that he joined the spies at a station on paw paw [Paw Paw Creek] 
a stream which discharges itself into the Monongahela River on the West side the station was 
about 18 or 20 miles from the place where Morganton now stands in the County of Monongahela 
State of Virginia.  Declarant states that there ordered out on spying Towers [tours] by Lieutenant 
Evans and spy the Country from said Fort across the Country to the head of Buffalo Creek a 
branch of the Monongahela River down said Creek to its Junction with the Monongahela River 
up said River to the mouth of the West fork of the Monongahela River thence across the Country 
to the head of Buffalo Creek thence a [indecipherable word] direction across the Country to paw 
paw Station or Fort this route was about 50 or 60 miles which Declarant was required to perform 
once per week which he did until sometime in the month of December 1780 at which time he 
was discharged at paw paw Station or Fort by his said Lieutenant Evans having served nine 
months as an Indian spy as a private soldier – Declarant states that he remained at his residence 
during the winter of 1780 and when spring returned it was anticipated that the Indians would 
again visit our Country so we thought it wise to take every precautionary measure to 
[indecipherable word or words] their hostile invasions so in the early in the month of March 
1781 in the County of Monongahela State of Virginia Lieutenant Evans raised a Company of the 
Indian spies.  Declarant states that he volunteered his services early in the month of March in the 
year 1781 in the County and State last aforesaid and was placed under the command of 
Lieutenant Evans – other officers names not recollected.  Declarant states that he met and joined 
the spies at the place where Morganton now stands then in the County of Monongahela Virginia 
about the 8th day of March 1781 – was then marched to West liberty – near to where the town of 
Wheeling now stands a distance from Morganton of about 50 or 60 miles was there reviewed by 

http://www.southerncampaign.org/pen/


Captain or Colonel McMahan and remained there about one month and was marched back to 
Monongahela County Virginia and was there stationed at paw paw Station or Fort and remained 
here until sometime in the summer of 1781 engaged in repairing the station or Fort at paw paw 
and guarding the same and sometime in the month of August 1781 we was moved from paw paw 
to the Fort on Dakards [sic, probably Dunkard Creek] Creek a quarter of the Monongahela River 
and was engaged in spying the country from the Fort on Dunkards Creek to paw paw Fort or 
station – until sometime in the month of December 1781 declarant thinks that he was discharged 
just a few days before Christmas by his officer Lieutenant Evans after having served this tour as 
an Indian spy as a private soldier nine months.  Declarant states that he remained at his home in 
the County of Monongahela Virginia during the winter of 1781 and in the spring of 1782 
sometime in the month of March in the County of Monongahela State.  Declarant states that he 
again volunteered his service as an Indian spy as a private soldier and was placed under the 
command of Lieutenant Levi Morgan Ensign John Scott.  Declarant states that he was ordered to 
spy the Country West of the Fort on Dukards Creek in the said County of Monongahela Virginia 
which he states he did in Company with his Lieutenant Levi Morgan and others from about the 
month of March 1782 until sometime in the month of December of the same year.  Declarant 
states that he spied on the waters of Dunkards Creek from thence to the waters of paw paw from 
thence to Buffalo Creek a branch of the Monongahela of the Monongahela River then down the 
money hale River to the mouth of Dunkard Creek up said Creek to the Fort.  Declarant states that 
he continued to spy as aforesaid over the Country aforesaid by regular Towers until sometime in 
the month of December 1782 at which time he was discharged by his said Lieutenant Levi 
Morgan at the Fort on Dunkard Creek aforesaid after having served this Tower nine months from 
about the month of March 1782 until late December of the same year – making nine months this 
Tower as an Indian spy as a private Soldier.  Declarant states that this terminated his services as 
an Indian spy he further states that he was frequently engaged in scouts when the Indians would 
come in and plunder the neighborhood he would pursue them but never was engaged on regular 
duty after December 1782 – Declarant states that he knows of no person by whom he can prove 
his service he is now very frail and lives far remote from those if any there be living with whom 
he served – he hereby relinquishes all claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State whatever. 
 In Subscribed and sworn to the day and year aforesaid. 
      S/ Ephraim Sayre 

      
To the several interrogatories presented by the war Department Declarant answers as follows and 
says 
1.  I was borned in the County of Augusta State of Virginia in the year 1763 in the month of 
August. 
2.  I have no record of my age.  I have the recollection of my parents who told me the year and 
month I was borned in 
3.  When called into service I was living in the County of Monongahela State of Virginia since 
the revolution I have lived in the Counties of Monongahela and Harrison State of Virginia and I 
now live in the County of Meigs State of Ohio 



4.  All my Towers I was a volunteer soldier and Indian spy – 
5.  In consequence of my service being confined to the Western part of Virginia I became 
acquainted with but very few Officers and if I belonged to any Regiment I do not now recollect.  
I saw and became acquainted with Colonel Benjamin Wilson Colonel William Lowther Captains 
Scott and Jackson 
6.  All my discharges are lost or mislaid they were given in writing and signed by the officers 
under whom I served 
7.  I know of no person by whom I can prove my services.  I am known to Jeptha Hayman and 
John Sayre who can testify to my character and honor and as to their belief of my having been a 
soldier of the revolution. 
Subscribed and sworn to the day and year aforesaid 
      S/ Ephraim Sayre 
[Jeptha Hayman, a clergyman, and John Sayre gave the standard supporting affidavit. 

] 


