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Pension application of James Sanford R9193  Esther   f26VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/11/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Georgia County of Lumpkin: SS 
 On this 10th day of June A.D. 1853 personally appeared in open court before the court of 
Ordinary holden at Dahlonega in and for said County Esther Sanford a resident of Gilmer 
County in the aforesaid State of Georgia, aged seventy years, who, being first duly sworn 
according to law, doth on her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit 
of the provision made by the 2nd section of an act of Congress entitled "an act to continue half 
pay to certain widows & orphans," approved February 3rd, 1853, that she is the widow of James 
Sanford, who was a Revolutionary pensioner, 1st pensioned by the State of South Carolina, about 
the year 1830, at the rate of $60 per annum; that he resided in Pendleton District, in the aforesaid 
State of South Carolina, when he was pensioned, by that State; that he afterwards withdrew his 
claim, against said State, and applied to the United States, in the year 1834; and his pension was 
then paid by the United States, as long as he lived.  She further declares, that she became 
acquainted with her late husband, the aforesaid James Sanford, long after the war of the 
revolution, and cannot therefore, set forth his services; she thinks he went from Virginia and was 
in the battle at Stono [June 20, 1779], she further declares that she has made diligent search and 
inquiry after his pension certificate, and has been unable to find it.  She further declares that she 
was married to the said James Sanford, on the 1st day of October in the year 1826, that her 
husband, the aforesaid James Sanford, died on the 5th day of March A.D. 1838; that she has no 
family record nor does she know of any public record of her said marriage.  That she was not 
married to him prior to 1800, but the marriage took place at the time above mentioned.  She 
further declares that the reason she makes this application in Lumpkin and not in Gilmer County 
is because she finds it easier to procure an agent in Lumpkin County and she does in Gilmer, and 
because her witnesses live in Lumpkin.  That she has not since married, but is still the widow of 
said James Sanford.   S/ Esther Sanford, X her mark 
 
[f p. 4: On January 11, 1855 in Pickens County Georgia, Matthias Talley, 54, gave testimony that 
James Stanford was a pensioner of the state of South Carolina at the rate of $60 per annum as of 
1830; that he, deponent, acted as agent for James Sanford and taking the testimony and proof 
necessary to satisfy the legislature of South Carolina that James Sanford served 12 months in the 
military during the revolution. 

] 
 
[f p. 8: testimony by Stephen Hyde that James Sanford and Esther Brooks were married in 

http://www.southerncampaign.org/pen/


Pendleton District state of South Carolina October 1, 1826 by one Francis Jenkins, JP.] 
 
[Note: This file does not contain the application, if any, the veteran may have filed with the state 
of South Carolina to obtain a pension there.] 
 


