
Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 

Pension application of John Roper R8995     f7VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/25/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
The State of South Carolina 
 On this the Eleventh day of October 1832 personally appeared before me Baylis J Earle 
one of the Circuit Judges of the said State and Presiding Judge at the court of Common Pleas 
holden at Marion Court House in the District of Marion & State aforesaid, now sitting – John 
Roper a resident in the District in State aforesaid who being duly sworn according to law in open 
Court, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the 
provision made by the act of Congress passed on the 7th of June 1832 – that he was born on the 
4 of July 1764 in Brunswick (now Greenville) County Virginia – that according to the best of his 
recollection in the year 1781 he was called out into the Militia Service under the command of 
Captain Threadgill1 and marched to Salisbury North Carolina from thence to Charlotte, in the 
same State from thence he came into the State of South Carolina but is unable to state any of the 
particulars of that Service being most of the time sick and unable to do duty.  That he served at 
this time eight months and was finally discharged on the Santee River the High Hills of Santee – 
That after his discharge he returned home and was called out into the same service and was under 
the command of Major Duvolt [?] and was in a fight with the British at Petersburg Virginia 
[April 25, 1781] in which the Americans were defeated.  They then (according to the best of his 
recollection) retreated to Chesterfield Court House – and thence to Richmond and in Richmond 
and on James River until his term of Service (three months) had expired when he was discharged 
– That the next service he was called on to perform was at the Battle of York Town under the 
command of Captain Whitehead – That after he joined the main Army he was sent on a 
detachment to hogs Island as a guard & was employed in Butchering for the Army until after the 
surrender of Cornwallis [October 19, 1781], when he was finally discharged from the service – 
That he does not know that any of his fellow Soldiers in the several tours of duty above stated 
are now alive – that he removed from Virginia about forty years ago to Richmond County North 
Carolina and about twenty-five years ago he removed to Marion District where he has since 
continued to reside – that he was in the service some upwards of one year. 
 He does hereby relinquishes [sic] every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 
present, and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
Sworn to the day & year above written before 
S/ B. J. Earle, Presiding Judge   S/ John Roper, X his mark 
 
Amended return 

                                                 
1 A man by the name of Thomas Threadgill is listed in McAlister as having served as a Sergeant in the Brunswick 
militia 
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South Carolina Marion District 
 John Roper appeared before me and made oath – That all the Service which he performed 
in the Revolutionary war was as a private Soldier – that the last tour of duty which he performed 
at York Town was for not less than six weeks – And that he served as a private Soldier in the 
Army of the United States twelve months.  That he had a written discharge but the Same has 
been long since lost or destroyed.  The Declarant further states that by reason of old age and 
consequent loss of memory he cannot swear positively to the precise length of his service more 
particularly than he has done. 
 Sworn to before me in open Court at Marion Court House this 16th day of October 1833 
& subscribed 
S/Richard Gantt, Presiding Judge   S/ John Roper, X his mark 
[Herod Stackhouse, a clergyman, and Levi Odom gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 


