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Pension application of Williamson Rainey R8563    f22VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     6/3/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Virginia County of Mecklenburg: SS 
 On this 23rd day of October 1841 personally appeared before me Stephen P Pool a 
Justice of the Peace in the County aforesaid Williamson Rainey of Mecklenburg County State of 
Virginia a resident thereof aged eighty years, eleven months & 20 days, who being first duly 
sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the 
Benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he entered the Service of the United 
States under the following named Officers; and served as herein stated.  Colonel Macklin 
[perhaps John Macklin] of Brunswick County Virginia Major Anderson of Mecklenburg and in 
Captain Burton's Company of Militia of the Virginia line we rendezvoused at Mecklenburg 
Courthouse in the year 1776 or 77 to the best of my recollection and took up the line of march 
from thence some time in the month of July and marched through the Counties of Brunswick, 
Prince George through the County of Smith-Field [Smithfield] crossed the Nancy-Mun 
[Nansemond] River at Sleepy hole ferry from thence to Portsmouth and joined the main Army 
under command of General Harrison as well as I now recollect.  And were there stationed until 
discharged for a tour of three months, sometime in the month of September or October in the 
same year the day of the month of starting and the day of being discharged cannot be recollected.  
If I received a written discharge I cannot recollect it, If I did it is either lost or mislaid.  I served 
this Tour as a substitute for a man by the name of Jeter – a resident of Mecklenburg County 
Virginia & I were also – 
 Then in the year 1779 I was called out to serve a second Tour of Militia duty three 
months under Captain Marshall or Captain Mabry (I cannot recollect which) of Mecklenburg 
County Virginia, rendezvoused at Mecklenburg Court house and took up the line of march 
sometime in the month of June marched through Brunswick County to Dinwiddie Courthouse & 
were there stationed till discharged serving only three weeks to the best of my recollection, the 
days of starting and being discharged cannot be precisely recollected and if under any field 
officer I do not recollect him.  I was drafted into the service from the County of Mecklenburg 
Virginia.  Then in the year 1781 I was called out to serve a 3rd Tour of Militia duty under 
Colonel Tucker, Major Holcomb in Captain Whitten's Company of Militia of Mecklenburg 
County Virginia line, we rendezvoused at Mecklenburg Court house and took up the line of 
March sometime in the month of April (the date not recollected) marched but at the time of 
marching I was sick and obtained a furlough for 10 days at the expiration of my furlough I joined 
my company and the main Army at Point of Fork on James River under command of Baron 
Steuben and General Lawson in view of the enemies Camp on the opposite side of the River we 
were generally moving, not long stationed at any one place, was in no engagement we marched 
through Cumberland County Prince Edward and into the County of Charlotte and remained there 
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a while, whilst there I was taken very sick and was confined to the hospital and there got a 
substitute to finish my Tour of duty after serving 2 1/2 months to the best of my recollection.  I 
was drafted and I have not any documentary evidence to prove my service only the affidavits of 
William Coleman & William Inscoe which is here annexed – 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present: 
and declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the agency of any State, or, if any, only 
on that of the agency of the State of Virginia. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid 
S/ Stp. P. Pool, JP    S/ Williamson Rainey Sr.

 
1st Where and in what year were you born? 
Ansr.  In Mecklenburg County State of Virginia 2 day Novr. 1760 
2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
Ansr.  I have, and in my large Church Bible 
3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the 
Revolutionary War and where do you now live? 
Ansr.  In Mecklenburg County State of Virginia and nowhere else 
4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a 
substitute, and if in substitute, for whom? 
Ansr.  In the 1st Tour a substitute for Jeter, the other Tours drafted 
5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, 
such Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of 
your service. 
Ansr.  Baron Steuben and I think general Harrison, Regiment not recollected, my services as a 
private soldier 
6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what 
has become of it? 
Ansr.  I believe I received a discharge cannot tell from whom and it is lost or mislaid – I have it 
not now 
7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who 
can testify as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the 
revolution. 
Philip Rainey and George Rogers 
[George Rogers & Philip Rainey gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
State of Virginia Mecklenburg County: SS 
 The affidavit of William Coleman1 a Citizen of said County a Revolutionary Soldier 
being sworn deposeth and saith that he is personally acquainted with the Williamson Raney [sic] 
of the said County & has been for the space of sixty-one years past, and in the year 1781 to the 
                                                 
1 This MAY be the same man who claimed service as a Continental soldier under the 1818 Act.  William Coleman 
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best of his recollection we were both in the Army of the revolution in Captain Whitten's 
Company of Virginia Militia and took up the line of march from Mecklenburg Courthouse and 
joined the Virginia line at Prince Edward Courthouse and served a tour of Militia service three 
months; commencing sometime in the month of April and discharge sometime in the month of 
July following in the same year, the day of starting and being discharge is not precisely 
recollected and served in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Tucker – further this affiant 
sayeth not – 
Sworn and subscribed before me on the 21st of October 1841 before the subscriber a Justice of 
the Peace for said County 
S/ Stp P. Pool, JP     S/ Wm Coleman 
 
 
State of Virginia Mecklenburg County: SS Be it known that before me the subscriber a Justice of 
the Peace in the County aforesaid personally appeared William Coleman a revolutionary soldier 
and being duly sworn according to law deposeth and saith that he is intimately acquainted with 
Williamson Rainey Senior and has been for sixty years past and in the year 1780 or '81 we were 
both in the revolutionary war together we enlisted the service under Captain Whitten the 
subalterns not recollected we took up the line of march (it appears) in the spring either April or 
May from Mecklenburg Courthouse from thence to Princeton Edward Courthouse, and there 
joined the Army commanded by General Lawson and it appears we were attached to Colonel 
Tucker's Regiment from thence we were moved to Point fork on James River we were frequently 
moving in different directions on the James River some short time before the Army were 
discharged this deponent saith he got wounded accidentally on the 4th of July, were furloughed 
and did not return to the Army again till they were discharged the term of service were three 
months.  Further this deponent sayeth not. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the 22nd day of March 1842 before me 
S/ Stp. P. Pool, JP    S/ Wm Coleman 

      
 
State of Virginia Mecklenburg County SS 
 Be it known that before the Subscriber a Justice of the Peace in the County aforesaid 
personally appeared William Inscoe2 a revolutionary Soldier aged eighty-five years, and being 
duly sworn according to law deposeth and saith that he is Intimately acquainted with Williamson 
Rainey Senior and has been [indecipherable word] from our boyhood, and in the year 1776 or 77 
we were both in the revolutionary war together we entered the service under Captain Burton, the 
subaltern officers not recollected we took up the line of march sometime in the spring of the year 
month and day cannot be recollected from Mecklenburg Courthouse and went the most direct 
route to Portsmouth and there joined the main Army and I believe we were attached to Colonel 
Macklin's Regiment and continued there until we were discharged serving a tour of three months 
 and in the course of one or two years either in the year 1777 or 78 we entered the service 
again under Captain Marshall I believe subalterns not recollected we took up the line of march 
from Mecklenburg Courthouse sometime in the spring or summer went on the most direct route 
to Dinwiddie courthouse remained there to the best of my recollection three weeks and were 
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from thence discharged.  Again we entered the service together under Captain Whitten the 
subalterns not recollected we took up the line of March sometime in the spring either April or 
May from Mecklenburg Courthouse and went the most direct route to Prince Edward Courthouse 
and joined the main Army commanded by General Lawson and it appears we were attached to 
Colonel Tucker's Regiment from thence we were marched to James River at Point of forks we 
were frequently moving in different directions but at length the enemy retreated and we marched 
down the James River to the best of my recollection we went to Portsmouth and were there 
discharged after a tour of 3 months further this deponent sayeth not. 
 Sworn and subscribed this 22nd day of March 1842 before me 
S/ Stp. P. Pool, JP    S/ William Inscoe, X his mark 


