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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 

ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 

scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 

original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 

wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 

non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 

of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 

resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 

all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 

regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 

encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 

 

Know all men by these presents, that I John Campbell Birdsong of the County of Madison and 

State of Tennessee and one of the children and legal representatives of William Birdsong
1
 

deceased a Revolutionary Soldier and Mary Birdsong his wife who is now deceased, do hereby 

irrevocably constitute & appoint William H Smith & W E Jones Esquires of the City of Nashville 

Tennessee, my true and lawful attorneys for me and in my name, to examine into & prosecute 

any claims that may be due or found to be due, the children & legal representatives of William 

Birdsong in virtue of said William Birdsong's services in the Revolutionary war under the several 

acts of Congress relative thereto and that might have accrued to either of the said parties and not 

drawn during their lifetime and now due to their legal representatives.  I hereby confirm 

whatever my said attorney's may do or cause to be done legally in the prosecution of said claims.  

 Witness my hand & seal this 23 of August 1854. 

       S/ John C Birdsong 

Witness 

S/ R. J. Hays 

S? Henry Brown 

[attested August 28, 1854] 

                                                 
1
 William Birdsong files two affidavits in support of the pension claim of his brother, John Birdsong FPA R855. 
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