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Pension application of Mourning Philips [Phillips] R8190 Elizabeth Philips f28VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    10/18/12 supp'd 5/8/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From Digital Library of Virginia ] Henrico County Legislative Petitions 
 
  To the Speaker & Members of both Houses of the General Assembly of 
Richmond the petition of Mourning Philips most respectfully sheweth – That your Petitioner in 
or about the month of May 1776 enlisted in the 2nd Regiment of Infantry of Virginia Troops, then 
raising to resist the unjust & intolerable domination of George the third.  The term of enlistment 
was for three years, which your petitioner honestly served, and was in the spring of 1779 
discharged at Philadelphia having been in the Battles of Stony Point [July 16, 1779] & 
Monmouth [June 28, 1778].  The Officers under whom your Petitioner enlisted were Capt. James 
Hawes, Lieut. Charles Yarborough & Ensign James Upshaw. 
 From 1779 to 1781 your petitioner was not in service, but in the latter year when 
Cornwallis invaded Virginia your petitioner again shouldered his Musket & served under the 
command of the Marquis Lafayette until the surrender of Yorktown in October 1781, after which 
he was discharged from service and after this period know important military services were 
required or rendered. 
 As evidence of the faithful service of your petitioner, he submits to your Hon. bodies the 
accompanying affidavits.   
 Your petitioner begs leave to represent that he has heretofore been able to support himself 
and a numerous family by his own labour, but that as he is now advanced in years, and his 
capacity for labour and active exertion has diminished in a corresponding degree, & he has little 
or no property, he is no longer able to sustain by his exertions his large family.  He is the father 
of nineteen children, sixteen of whom are living and of whom seven are now residing with your 
Petitioner and most of them dependent on his exertions for support; his youngest child being 
about two years old. 
 Your petitioner is now near seventy-five years of age, poor and with a numerous family, 
he appeals to the representatives of his Countrymen and asks such aid as his age & infirmities, 
wants and public services in the most perilous times, will seem justly to entitle him to, and as in 
duty bound he will ever pray – 
 
[Reverse] 
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Essex County to wit 
 Reuben Atkinson1 of this County made oath before me a Justice of the peace for the 
County aforesaid, that he well remembers Mourning Philips was a Soldier in the service of the 
State of Virginia in the Revolutionary War, that he served with him some time at Portsmouth in 
this State, well recollects he afterwards was with him in the Northern States. 
Given under my hand this 11th day of December 1827 
       S/ Thomas Pitts 
 
King & Queen County to wit 
 John Bland of this County made oath before me a justice of the peace for the County 
aforesaid, that he well remembers Mourning Philips was a soldier in the service of the State of 
Virginia in the Revolutionary War, that he served with him sometime at the Rocky Mills in the 
County of Hanover & at the Siege of York in this state & various other places in the said state.  
Given under my hand this 12th day of December 1827 
     S/ Lee Bradshaw 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
[From the federal petition files] 
 
State of Virginia County of Henrico: to wit 
 On this 6th day of February A.D. 1854 personally appeared before the County Court of 
Henrico and State of Virginia Elizabeth Philips a resident of Henrico and State aforesaid aged 64 
years who first being duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the law of the United States 
passed the 3rd February 1853, granting pensions to widows of persons who served during the 
Revolutionary War: That she is the widow of Mourning Phillips, referred to in a Petition "To the 
Speaker and Members of both Houses of the General Assembly of Virginia" said paper was 
certified to be a correct copy from the original papers by "George W Munford Secretary of the 
Commonwealth" under date "Richmond June 2nd 1853," and which is considered by the affiant to 
be a part of her declaration in his much as she has no further evidence to show the military 
services performed by her deceased husband, the said Mourning Philips. 
 She further declares that she was married to the said Mourning Philips in the County of 
Henrico on the 23rd day of March 1808 and that her name before marriage was Elizabeth 
Kendrick, that her said husband died in the County of Henrico on the 21st day of May A.D. 
1831.2  That she was not married to him prior to the 2nd day of January A.D. 1800, but at the time 
above stated.  She further declares that she is now a widow. 
                                                 
1 Reuben Atkinson S6544 
2 In other documents in this file, the date of death of the veteran is given as 1831, 1834 or 1835. 
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     S/ Elizabeth Philips, X her mark 
 
[p 7: Copy of a marriage bond dated March 23, 1808 issued in Henrico County Virginia to 
Mourning Philips and Robert Kendrick conditioned upon the marriage of Mourning Philips to 
Elizabeth Kendrick daughter of the above named Robert Kendrick.] 
 
[p 14] 
To the Speaker and members of both Houses of the General Assembly of Virginia.  The Petition 
of Mourning Philips most respectfully sheweth, that your Petitioner in or about the month of 
May 1776 enlisted in the 2nd Regiment of Infantry of Virginia Troops, then raising to resist the 
unjust and in tolerable domination of George the Third.  The term of enlistment was for three 
years, which your petitioner honestly served and was in the spring 1779 discharged at 
Philadelphia having been in the battles of Stony Point [July 16, 1779] and Monmouth [June 28, 
1778].  The officers under whom your petitioner enlisted were Captain James Hawes, Lieutenant 
Charles Yarborough and Ensign James Upshaw: – From 1779 to 1781 your petitioner was not in 
service but in the latter year when Cornwallis invaded Virginia your petitioner again shouldered 
his musket and served under the command of Marquis Lafayette until the surrender of York 
Town in October 1781; after which he was discharged from service and after this period no 
important military services were required or rendered.  As evidence of the faithful service of your 
petitioner he submits to your Honorable bodies the accompanying affidavits.  Your petitioner 
begs leave to represent, that he has heretofore been able to support himself and a numerous 
family by his own labor, but that as he is now much advanced in years and his capacity for labor 
and active exertion has diminished in a corresponding degree, and he has little or no prospects, 
he is no longer able to sustain by his own exertions his large family.  – He is the father of 
nineteen children sixteen of whom are living and of whom seven are now residing with your 
petitioner and most of them dependent on his exertions for support; his youngest child being 
about two years old. 
 Your petitioner is now nearly seventy-five years of age, poor and with a numerous family 
he appeals to the representatives of his countrymen and asks such aid as his age and infirmities, 
wants and public services in the most perilous times will seem justly to entitle him to, and as in 
duty bound he will ever pray. 
 
 King and Queen County, to wit: – John Bland of this County and made oath before me a 
justice of the peace for the County aforesaid, that he well remembers Mourning Philips was a 
soldier in the service of the State of Virginia in the Revolutionary War, that he served with him 
sometime in the Rocky Mills in the County of Hanover and at the siege of York in this state and 
various other places in the said State. 
Given under my hand this 12th day of December 1827 
     S/ Lee Bradshaw 
 
 Essex County to wit: – Reuben Atkinson of this County made oath before me a justice of 
the peace for the County aforesaid, that he well remembers Mourning Philips was a soldier in the 
service of the State of Virginia in the Revolutionary war, that he served with him some time at 
Portsmouth in this State, & well recollects he afterwards was with him in the northern states.  
Given under my hand this 11th day of December 1827 
     S/ Thos. Pitts 



[The above documents were certified by George W Munford, clerk of the House of Delegates 
and Keeper of the Rolls of Virginia on July 21, 1840 as being true copies of documents filed with 
the General Assembly of Virginia on December 17, 1827.] 
 
[p 16] 
 This shall certify that we the subscribers are heirs of Mourning Philips deceased whom 
we believed to have served three years or more in the revolutionary war, and this belief is 
predicated on our often having heard our father state the fact together with many incidents which 
transpired during the time of service which those who served with him would also relate.  But all 
of whom are now dead.  We believe the years of Mr. Phillips service to have been from 1776 to 
1779 and also to have been at little York at the time Cornwallis surrendered these things are 
distinctly recollected to have heard our father state.  The heirs of the above Mourning Philips are 
as follows: Isaac Phillips, Mary Green, Elizabeth Phillips, Bernard Phillips, Martha Bamer & 
Jane Rice, Samuel Phillips, James Phillips & Ann Snead, John Phillips and Miles Phillips.  Those 
who have died and left children are Thomas & Sarah & Catherine (12) Given under our hands 
this 20 of July 1840 
     S/ Isaac Phillips 
     S/Bernard Phillips 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
[There is an 8-page file under the name Mourning Phillips.  This file contains the originals of the 
documents transcribed above as they relate to the petition of the veteran for a pension from the 
State of Virginia.  The original petition does not bear the signature of the veteran but the 
supporting affidavit of his sons, Isaac and Bernard Phillips shows: 

] 
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