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Pension application of William Nichols R7654  Martha Nichols f18NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 6/26/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 3] 
State of South Carolina, Sumter County 
 On this the 1st day of May in the year of all Lord 1844 personally appeared before me 
William Lewis Judge of the Court of Ordinary and Probate for said District Martha Nichols a 
resident of the United States in the District of Sumter and State of South Carolina aged eighty 
years by character well known to me and of strict veracity who being first duly sworn according 
to law doth on her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the 
provision made by the act of Congress passed July the 4th 1836 and the several acts supplemental 
thereto. 
 That she is the widow of William Nichols who was a private Soldier in the 10th Regiment 
of North Carolina Militia commanded by what Colonel she does not know, in the company of 
Captain Rhodes [Joseph T Rhodes] as appears by a certificate of William Hill Secretary of the 
State of North Carolina hereto annexed.  That he entered the service of the United States as a 
Volunteer and not as a substitute on the first day of August in the year of all Lord 1782 and what 
engagement he was in she does not know. 
 That he resided in the County of Anson and State of North Carolina when he enlisted and 
that he continued in the service until the Close of the war when he was discharged by whom this 
deponent does not know, and that she has no documentary evidence in support of her declaration 
except that annexed.  She further declares that she was married to the said William Nichols in the 
year of our Lord 1783 and on the __ day of June. 
 That her husband the aforesaid William Nichols died on the fourth day of November in 
the year of all Lord 1823 and that she has remained a widow ever since that period as will more 
fully appear by reference to the proof hereto annexed and substantiated before William Lewis 
Judge of a Court of record as aforesaid, and she further declares that she has received no pension 
from the United States. 
 Sworn and Subscribed before me the day and year above written. 
S/ William Lewis, Judge 
     S/ Martha Nichols, X her mark 
 
[p 14] 
State of North Carolina, Office of Secretary of Statements 
 I William Hill Secretary of State in and for the State of North Carolina, do hereby certify 
that it appears from the muster-rolls of the Continental line of this State in the revolutionary war 
that William Nichols a private Soldier of Captain Rhodes Company of the 10th Regiment enlisted 
on the 1st August 1782 for the term of 18 months. 
    Given under my hand this 23rd day of November 1843 
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     S/ Wm Hill  
[John Alexander, James Rembert and Abel Dixon gave supporting affidavits regarding the 
reputation of Nichols as soldier of the revolution and marriage of Martha Pool to William 
Nichols in 1783 by Rev'd Lewis Collins, a Baptist preacher.] 
 
[p 10:  Power of attorney given by David Nichols for pursuit of money due his mother, Martha 
Nichols; PA dated May 26, 1853.  He signed the document with his mark.] 


