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  Transcribed by Will Graves    2/20/09: rev'd 1/25/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[Note: This file contains no application for a pension.  Nor does it contain any application filed 
by the veteran’s son, John McKnight, even though there is reference to such an application in 
some of the correspondence in the file.] 
 
[p 2] 
   La Fayette 22nd March 1854  
Sir 

John McKnight Esquire has just handed me a letter received enclosed from you from Mr. 
Waldo Commissioner of Pensions, respecting some papers you had sent to the Pension Office for 
Esquire McKnight.  The Commissioner has entirely mistaken the character of the papers, He 
supposes the application is made on behalf of Elizabeth McKnight widow of Andrew McKnight 
& A. W. Nixon whose name is on the papers as agent; When the facts are Andrew McKnight was 
a Soldier of the revolution & entitled to a Pension under the Act of 2nd of March 1818.  That he 
died about the 25th of March 1825, his widow Elizabeth McKnight who lived a widow up to her 
death died about March 1838. 

Neither Andrew McKnight nor his wife ever applied for any pension & no papers have 
ever been filed in that office for that purpose except those you have filed.  This application is 
made by John McKnight as the legal heir of Andrew McKnight deceased, Andrew & Elizabeth 
McKnight both died in Laurens District in the State of South Carolina.  John McKnight (the 
applicant) lives in Chambers County Alabama.  A. W. Nixon is not an agent but a witness who 
proves the death of Andrew & Elizabeth McKnight and also the heirship of this applicant all of 
which you will see by an examination of said papers. 

You will please examine the papers & I doubt not but you will find them as I have stated 
them above. 

I suppose there can be no other application necessary than the one he has made.  If you 
find upon application anything further, it is necessary for Esquire McKnight to do find all the 
papers you have already filed properly attested and proved. 

Yours respectfully 
Hon.  
J. H. Dowell   S/ E. G. Richards for Richards & Falkins  
 
[p 25] 
South Carolina Laurens District 
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 Personally came before me the subscribing Justice Mary Nesbit who said upon oath that 
she was personally acquainted with Andrew McKnight son of James McKnight of Caswell 
County North Carolina, during the Revolution War and that he the said Andrew McKnight 
enlisted and served two or three tours in the North Carolina line, and that some of the Reverend  
Jonathan Deweese Brothers was with him some part of the time, and that she was acquainted 
with him until his death which took place in 1825 in Laurens district South Carolina and at the 
time of this deposition She saw in the hands of Elizabeth McKnight his lawful wife a certified 
Copy of his last Will & Testament with Letters of administration with the Will annexed signed by 
David Anderson Ordinary of Laurens District and further that she never knew nor heard of any 
other man by that name in the Revolution War.  Sworn to and Subscribed before me this 8th day 
of August 1835 
S/ Alfred Perrett, J. Q. 
     S/ Mary Nesbit, X her mark 
 
[p 44] 
June 18, 1907 
Mrs. William Percy 
29 Spruce St. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Madam: 
 In reply to your letter without date, received on the 31st ultimo, you are advised that in 
the papers on file in this Bureau (R#6773) it is alleged that one Andrew McKnight of Caswell 
County, North Carolina (son of James McKnight), served 2 or 3 tours in the North Carolina 
troops during the War of the Revolution -- no dates or names of officers stated -- that he died 
March 24, 1825, in Laurens District, South Carolina, where his widow, Elizabeth, died April 18, 
1838. 
 Their son, John McKnight, was a resident of Chambers County, Alabama, in 1853. 
 No pension was allowed, for the reason that no proper declaration or claim whatever file, 
and no proof of soldiers service, marriage and death was ever furnished, as required. 
... 
     Very respectfully,  
      Commissioner" 


