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Pension application of David McKinney R6766 Margaret McKinney  f17VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      5/5/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Indiana County of Washington: SS 
 On this 28th day of May 1851 personally appeared before the Subscriber a Justice of the 
peace in and for said County & State duly commissioned and qualified according to law and 
authorized by law to administer oaths Margaret McKinney a resident of said County aged eighty-
five years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress passed 
July 7th 1838 entitled "An act granting half pay and pensions to certain widows," and the 
Amendatory acts thereof passed by Congress. 
 That she is the widow of David McKinney who was a soldier (private) in Captain __ 
Company commanded by Colonel __.  That she further declares that she was married to the said 
David McKinney on the 25th day of September in the year 1785.  That her husband the aforesaid 
David McKinney died on the 7th day of May in the year 1822.  That she was not married to him 
prior to his leaving the service but the marriage took place previous to the first day of January 
1794 – viz. at the time above stated.  That declarant has no positive recollection of the services of 
her deceased husband David McKinney during the Revolutionary War as spoken of by him in his 
lifetime, but thinks he served the space of 3 or 4 years viz., The space of one year or less the first 
tour thence three years or to the end of the said war.  She thinks he the said David McKinney 
served part of said time in South Carolina and that he was wounded in the battle at a place called 
"the Cowpens" or "Cow-plains". 
 That she was Margaret Wallace before her said marriage to the said David McKinney 
which took place in the County of Augusta State of Virginia on the 25th day of September 1785 
and was solemnized by Archibald Scott a minister of the Gospel and her said husband David 
McKinney died in the County of Orange in the State of Indiana the day and year above stated. 
 She thinks the said David McKinney served in said war in the year 1780 and after said 
anno domini but as to the period cannot positively say even if she ever knew when he entered 
and when he left said Military Service but declarant's confidence in the truth of her deceased 
husband's assertions recollected by her warrants her in the full belief that he the aforesaid David 
McKinney did serve a considerable space of time as a soldier in the war of the Revolution and 
that he resided in the State of Virginia when he entered and at the time he was discharged from 
said service & she thinks he resided in Augusta County in said State and that she (claimant) has 
no documentary evidence in support of her claim that from advanced age and bodily infirmity 
she is unable to appear before a Court to make this declaration .  She further declares that she is 
still the widow of said David McKinney and that he may have served at one time under Captain 
McKittrick & does not recollect the names of any of the field officers under whom he served. 
Witness my hand and seal this 28th day of May A.D. 1851 
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 S/ Harrison Long    S/ Margaret McKinney, X her mark 
 
[p 2: On June 16, 1851 in Fulton County Illinois, James McPheeters, 75, gave testimony that he 
was a cousin of David McKinney; knew him for the space of 40 years before his death; that his 
death occurred in Washington County Indiana; that his cousin intermarried with Margaret 
Wallace which marriage took place in the deponent's father's house in Augusta County Virginia; 
that he has reason to believe that his cousin served under Captain McKittrick. 

] 


