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Pension application of Neill McKethan 1 R6756    f8NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    2/19/09: rev'd 1/21/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
North Carolina Cumberland County: Court of Pleas and Porter Sessions marched Term 1834 

On this 4th day of March 1834 personally appeared before the Court aforesaid Neill 
McKethan a resident of Cumberland County aged between 80 and 81 years, first being duly 
sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the 
benefit of the provision of the Act of Congress made June 7th, 1832.  That he volunteered in 
Edgecombe County NC in Capt. Cofield['s] [Gresham Coffield] Company of Infantry, Col. 
Dosier [Peter Dauge], the name he cannot spell -- but thinks it is according to the pronunciation -
- in the year 1776 on the 5th day of May, for three months -- that he then resided in Tarboro 
Edgecombe County NC that they were marched from Tarboro to Wilmington NC and from there 
to Brunswick where they were stationed some time to prevent persons from passing up the River.  
The Captain’s companies taking it week about in guarding the town of Brunswick -- they 
remained alternatingly at Wilmington & Brunswick for three months when they were marched to 
Tarboro and discharged -- for this service he claims a pension -- He was in no battle nor never 
wounded, he has no documentary evidence to prove his Service -- That the Rev. Colin McIver to 
whose Church he is attached and has been for upwards of 45 years and from whom he expected 
to get a certificate is now absent -- 

Answers to interrogatories put by the Court -- 
1.  He was born in the Shire of Argyll Scotland in 1753 
2.  He has no record of his age. 
3.  He was living in Tarboro -- and since the war in Cumberland where he now resides. 
4.  He was a volunteer. 
5.  Col. Overton, Capt. Herd -- Capt. Thomas Gilmore -- besides his own Officers, Col. 
Matthews. 
6.  He received no Discharge. 
 That he has no one by whom to prove his actual service -- that the Honorable Laughlin 
Bethune and Col. David Gillis can testify as to his character and as to the belief of his Service. 

He hereby relinquishes all claim for a pension or Annuity except the present and declares 
that his name is not on the pension Roll of any agency of any State. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid 
S/ Arch'd McLean, Jr., Clk. 
     S/ Neill McKethan, X his mark 

                                                 
1 Neil McKeithen? 
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[Laughlin Bethune and David Gillis gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[This man's application was denied because he did not serve the 6 months which was the 
minimum service required to qualify for a pension under the 1832 act.] 


