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Pension application of John Hathaway R4745     f13VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      3/1/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky County of Bracken: St. 
 On this 17th day of December 1832 personally appeared in Open Court, before the 
Justices of the County of Bracken now sitting John Hathaway a resident of said County of 
Bracken aged sixty-nine years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 
7th 1832. 
 That in the month of August 1781 – he lived in Fauquier County State of Virginia and 
was drafted a militia man under Colonel Elias Edmonds [Elias Edmunds] commanded the 
Regiment, Major Welsh [probably Nathaniel Welch] was the Major & Stephens [Edward 
Stevens] was the Brigadier all under the command of Major General Nelson [Thomas Nelson], 
the company Officers were Captain James Winn, Lieutenant John Bradford & Ensign Barbe [sic, 
Barber or Barbour or Barbee?] we reached Williamsburg sometime in September from thence 
marched to Little York, where I was at the surrender of Cornwallis in October 1781 [October 19, 
1781] – before the Surrender Captain Winn left the company which was afterwards commanded 
by Captain Lynn Sharpe.  About the first of November 1781 we were marched back to Fauquier 
Courthouse where we were discharged, by Colonel Edmonds.  He has not preserved the 
discharge not thinking that he would derive any benefit from it, or it may be filed in the Office at 
Richmond he does not remember.  He took a certificate of his service for the before mentioned 
service, which he sent to the Office and received a warrant for 2000 acres of land No.  19085 
which was located and surveyed in the then County of Mason 26 September 1797 – State of 
Kentucky.  This considered was satisfactory evidence to the State Officers that he had performed 
the service.  His neighbor William Owens with whom he has ever since been acquainted was 
with him in the same company during the same service, but if his evidence is not sufficient he 
can procure other testimony. 
      S/ Jn Hathaw [sic] 

       
 And on the same day before the same Court personally appeared the above mentioned 
William Owens who being first duly sworn deposed that he is 69 years of age that in August 
1781 he resided in Fauquier County Virginia, was drafted at the same time mentioned by John 
Hathaway under the same officers in the same Company, with him performed similar service & 
was discharged at York Town after the surrender of Lord Cornwallis being sick [?], that he was 
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well acquainted with Hathaway, at the time and has been ever since, and that therefore he can say 
the facts detailed by said Hathaway in his declaration are true and that Hathaway did upon that 
occasion serve as a drafted Virginia Militia man during the Revolutionary War 3 months. 
      S/ William Owens1 

       
 
[Note: The three months service claimed by the applicant would not have been sufficient to meet 
the requirements to be eligible for a pension under the 1832 act.  That act required a minimum of 
six months active service during the Revolutionary War in order to be entitled to a pension from 
the federal government.] 
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