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Pension application of Jonas Dawson R2776     f13SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    2/1/10: rev'd 5/15/20 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Georgia Rabun County:  
 Personally appeared in open Court before the Justices of the Inferior Court of said County 
now sitting (this 11th of October 1832) Jonas Dawson aged nearly seventy-two years who being 
duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain 
the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June the 7th 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated. 
 First Tower [tour] that he entered the service about the first of the year 1781 in 
Spartanburg District South Carolina in General Brannon's [sic, Thomas Brandon's] brigade 
Colonel Fair [Lt. Col. William Farr’s] Regiment Captain Mat [sic, ?] under officers not 
recollected was drafted as a militia man three months tour marched to Granby in South Carolina 
rendezvoused at 4 miles South of Granby the upper end of Lord's Island on the Congaree River 
was in pursuit of the British marched from thence to where he supposed now to be Union District 
& there was discharged from service in no engagement. 
 2nd Tower from the same place volunteered forty days tour in General Pickens [Andrew 
Pickens’] Brigade Colonel White [Henry White’s?] Regiment Captain Gowen [John Gowen’s?] 
Company Lieutenant Bratcher [William Bratcher] marched to the Cherokee nation of Indians had 
skirmishing with said Indians at various Indian Towns at one called the Buzzard Rest & the Long 
Swamp at which place a Treaty was concluded with said Indians by which a section of Country 
was obtained from said Indians & peace concluded he believes that portion of Country obtained 
that composes Greenville & Pendleton Districts South Carolina & perhaps some in Georgia 
Commissioners on the part of the United States was General Pickens Colonel Clark [sic, Elijah 
Clarke] of Georgia & perhaps others marched from said Long Swamp to Seneca old Town in 
what is now Pendleton District South Carolina & there was discharged this was all the tours 
other than various scouting expeditions after the Indians & Tories. 
 He does not know of any living evidence he can procure with any confidence. 
 I Jonas Dawson hereby Relinquish whatever [claim] to a pension or annuity [except] the 
present & declare that my name is not on the pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 
Qst where & in what year was you born 
Ans: in South Carolina what I suppose is now Lawrence District [sic, Laurens District] in Fort 
called Pinneltons Fort [sic, Pendleton's Fort?] on the 9th of January 1761 record produced 
Qst Where were you living when called into service & where have you lived since the 
Revolution war & where do you now live 
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Ans: in South Carolina Spartanburg District when called into service & since in North Carolina 
Buncombe County & now in Georgia Buncombe County 
Qst how was you called into service was you drafted did you volunteer or did you substitute & if 
a substitute for 
Ans: that question is answered in the foregoing part of this declaration 
Quest: State the name of some of the regular officers who was with the Troops where you served 
such Continental & Militia regiments as you can recollect & the General Circumstances of your 
Service – 
Ans: Does not know whether the officers was regular or not -- knew Colonel Thomas [John 
Thomas, Jr.]-- Lieutenant Absolem Thompson [Absalom Thompson?] I believe were regulars 
General Andrew Pickens Colonel White Major Anderson [probably Robert Anderson] General 
Green [sic, Nathanael Greene] &c -- The General Circumstances of Service is stated in the 
foregoing – 
Qn: Did you ever receive a discharge from service & if so by whom was it given & what has 
become of it 
Ans: I received what was called Indents cleared out a tract of land with one and sold the other 
Give [given] by the officers where I served but not recollected by whom assigned 
Qn: State the names of some person by whom you are known in your present neighborhood & 
who can testify as to your character for veracity & good behavior your sarvis [service] as a 
soldier of the revolution -- 
Ans: As to good character & veracity & what, Common a part says as to his services -- Major 
General Andrew Miller of Rabun County Georgia Brigadier General Benjamin Cleveland of 
Habersham County Edward Coffee Esquire Samuel Harris Esquire Hn. Mozley Esquire, William 
Gillespie, William Kelley all of Rabun County Reverend Humphrey Posey of Macon County 
North Carolina. 
Sworn to and subscribed this 11th day of October 1832 
       S/ Jonas Dawson 

       
 
S/ Edward Coffee, JIC 
[John Chastain, a clergyman, and Josiah Carter gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Note: this application would have been rejected, among other reasons, because the veteran did 
not claim at least 6 months of service as required to qualify for a pension under the 1832 Act.  
That rejection, however, does not mean that the veteran did not in fact perform the services he 
alleges in his application.] 


