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Pension application of John Cruse (Cruise, Cross) R2552  Anna  fn14NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      12/21/10 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 
encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 
 
Wake County State of North Carolina: On this 15 day of April 1848 personally appeared before 
me A. G. Drake one of the acting Justices of the Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions for said 
County to wit old Mrs. Anna Cruse of said County aged ninety-four years who being first duly 
sworn according to law on her said oath made the following declaration in order to obtain the 
benefit of the Provision made by the Act of Congress passed July 7, 1838, March 3 1843, June 
17th 1844 and 2 February 1848 that she is the widow of John Cruse Deceased – who was more 
commonly called John Cross and the declarant states that she has not a doubt but the application 
which he made for a pension a short time before his death was John Cross – for short, as he was 
generally known by that name or so-called but he died before he obtained a pension, she states 
that to the best of her believe his papers was sent back for the war Department required more 
evidence of his services and he died soon after and before he obtained the evidence required & 
that he was in the militia service in said state for as much as three years to the best of her 
knowledge & believed from her said husband she further declares that she was married to the 
said John Cruse of the 17 day of March in Wake 1803 in said County and that her husband the 
aforesaid Cruse or Cross died in the said County of Wake North Carolina 16 March 1835 and 
that she was not married to him previous to his leaving the service but the marriage took place at 
the time above stated and that her name before she married was Miss Anne Hornsbey she 
relinquishes all claim to a pension except the present and in hopes the war Department may 
allow her a pension in order that she may live otherwise than her entire dependence on the 
generous members of the Episcopal denomination of which he is & has been a member for more 
than 14 years and she in duty bound will ever pray – Sworn to & subscribed before me the day & 
year first above 
S/ A. G. Drake, JP    S/ Anna Cruse, X her mark 
 
[fn p. 4: marriage bond issued in Wake County North Carolina on March 19, 1803 to John Cruse 
and Ellsworth Vandergrafred to secure the marriage of John Cruse to Anne Hornsbey.] 
 
[fn p. 6: obituary notice in The Star Raleigh, NC March 26, 1835, reads as follows: 
 “In this city, on the 16th inst. Mr. John Cruse, aged about 80.  He served in the French 
army which assisted us in our revolutionary struggle.” 
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[fn p. 9: On March __ 1853, in Wake County North Carolina, Charles Cruise, Washington 
Cruise, James Cruise and Margaret Cruise executed a power of attorney in which they state they 
all the grand children and heirs at law of John Cruise and Anne his wife.] 


