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Pension application of Thomas Crawley R2476 Margaret Crawley f55VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    1/1/07 rev'd 11/20/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[p 4] 
State of Tennessee, White County: October Sessions of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Session A.D. 
1832 
 On the ninth day of October A.D. 1832 appeared before the Worshipful the Justice of the Court 
of Pleas and Quarter Sessions for the County of White and State aforesaid, now in Session, Thomas 
Crawley a resident of the County of White and State of Tennessee aged seventy seven years, who being 
first duly sworn in open Court according to law, doth on this oath make the following declaration in 
order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress, passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he entered into the service of the United States as a volunteer in a corps who were known 
by the title of Minute men, that he enlisted in Pittsylvania County, in the State of Virginia, under 
Captain Abraham Penn, in the Regiment of Colonel Edward Carrington, held their rendezvous at 
Pittsylvania Court house, in the month of January 1776, they first marched to the town of Petersburg, 
thence to look into the conduct, and bring to order some Scotch merchants who resided there. They 
thence marched to old Jamestown by the way of Cabin Point; they were for a while stationed at 
Jamestown; thence they marched to Williamsburg where they were also for a while stationed; they 
thence marched to Guinn's island [Gwynn Island], and while there performed some firings at a long 
distance at old Lord Dunmore; but it was thought without much, if any, effect. The troops were then 
returned to Williamsburg and there stationed; here they were stationed on the 4th day of July 1776, the 
day of the Declaration of Independence. The troops were thence marched again to Jamestown where 
they were stationed until discharged, having performed a Campaign of eight months. His second tour of 
service was an enlistment for one year. He enlisted in Pittsylvania County Virginia under Captain 
Samuel Scott, in the Regiment of Colonel Habersham and in General McIntosh's [Lachlan McIntosh's] 
Brigade; this service was intended for and rendered in the State of Georgia; they held their rendezvous 
on Hico River, marched to Hillsborough, North Carolina, stationed there for a while thence to Camden, 
South Carolina, stationed a while there, thence to the Sister ferry Savannah River, thence to Ebenezer 
in the State of Georgia, thence to Savannah town where they were stationed from two to three months, 
was present and a spectator of the duel fought between Gen. McIntosh and Button Gwinnett, while here 
were sent out on several scouts where some skirmishes were had; once with the Florida Scouts, and 
others with Tories of whom they brought in at one time forty. Thence were marched to Galphin's 
Cowpens on Ogeechee River to a treaty taking with us ten Indians who were hostages, given up by the 
Creek Indians, the better to secure the treaty; thence, to Phillips's Fort, thence to Long Creek where 
they were stationed nearly three months, while there the Indians stole their horses, they pursued the 
Indians, had an engagement in which a Captain Dooley [Thomas Dooly] fell, with the loss of six 
others, and three wounded who escaped, the Indians kept their ground1. This applicant continued in 
                                                 
1 The veteran appears to be describing the engagement at Skull Shoals on the Oconee River July 22, 1777 
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service, did much more actual service in being sent back to Virginia after some deserters until he was 
discharged. The time of his entering this service was in 1777. His third term of service was a voluntary 
enlistment in the Company of Captain John Davis and was attached to the Regiment of Colonel Charles 
McDowell in the Brigade of General Butler [John Butler], this enlistment was from Guilford County, 
North Carolina, the time of service for six months.  This enlistment was in February 1779. They took 
up the line of march from Guilford Court house, thence, to Salisbury, thence to Charlotte, then to 
Galphins town on Savannah River, thence down to the high Bluff where they joined General Lincoln 
[Benjamin Lincoln], thence crossing the River and into Georgia, meaning to storm a British fort on 
Briar Creek, but finding that the British had evacuated they returned to South Carolina, thence to 
Bacon's Bridge, while there had a skirmish with McGirt [Daniel McGirt] and his Florida Scouts, killed 
seven of his men, we having but one man slightly wounded; thence to Simmons' old field from thence 
on the 20th June we marched on Stono Fort, fought that Battle but had to retreat [June 20, 1779]. 
Thence retreated to the same old field and was there discharged. His fourth term of Service was 
performed as a substitute for William Astill in Guilford County for a time of three months this was 
taken in the year 1779, his captain was Archibald Campbell, in the Regiment of Colonel Hamright [sic, 
Frederick Hambright ?]. This applicant pursued the main army, overtook them at the smoky Camps [?], 
in South Carolina and was there received. After remaining there sometime were marched into 
Charlestown [Charleston] where they were stationed and employed in fortifying the town until the term 
expired and they were discharged. His fifth term of service was a voluntary enlistment in Charleston 
under Captain George Lemmon; in the Regiment of Colonel William Lytle [sic, probably Col. 
Archibald Lytle]; this enlistment was in about 1780, and on the same day that he was discharged as 
above stated, he enlisted for another term of three months; the reason of this second enlistment was that 
General Sir Henry Clinton seemed to be menacing the safety of Charleston, and it was thought that this 
discharge of our corps at that junction would greatly weaken General Lincoln under this consideration 
this applicant with many others enlisted as aforesaid. They lay in Charleston until sometime in April, 
when Clinton laid close siege to the town, and after a siege of thirty two days, General Lincoln 
surrendered the town on the 12th day of May 1780, and himself and his army prisoners of War. This 
applicant was retained a prisoner with Clinton for ten or eleven days, and then was paroled, and 
permitted to return home; and never being exchanged for until after the capture of Lord Cornwallis at 
York Town in Virginia, he performed no further actual service during the War of the Revolution. 
     Questions by the Court 
1st. When and in what year were you born? 
Answer. I was born in Amherst County in the State of Virginia on the 25th day of April 1755. 
 
Q. 2nd. Have you any Record of your age and if so where is it? 
Answer. My Father had a family Record of the ages of his children, which record I have often seen; but 
have it not now in my possession or the power to procure it. 
 
Q. 3rd. Where were you living when called into service; where have you lived since the Revolutionary 
war, and where do you now live? 
Answer. I lived in Pittsylvania County in Virginia at my two first enlistments, and at my three last, I 
lived in Guilford County, North Carolina; from Guilford County I removed to Surry County, from 
Surry County, North Carolina, I moved to White County, Tennessee where I now live. 
 
Q. 4th. How were you called into service; were you drafted, did you volunteer, or were you a substitute 
and if a substitute, for whom? 
Answer. My first, second, third and fifth tours were voluntary enlistments, and my fourth tour was 
served as a substitute for William Astill. 
 



Q. 5th. State the names of some of the Regular Officers who served with the troops where you served; 
such Continental Regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your Services. 
Answer.  At my first tour, I recollect Captain Samuel Cavill [probably Samuel Jordan Cabell] a Regular 
Captain in the service we were all Regulars in the third tour, joined General Lincoln, knew Colonel 
John Armstrong a Regular Colonel in the fourth and fifth tours were constantly with General Lincoln's 
Regulars. And in addition to what has been already said of the general circumstances of my services, I 
will only add that while lying at Bacon's Bridge, I was sent with others to Charleston with some 
prisoners. 
 
Q. 6th. Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given, and what 
has become of it? 
Answer. From my regular enlistment for one year, I received a discharge in writing signed by Captain 
Samuel Scott, from my third enlistment for six Months I received a written discharge signed (as I think) 
by General Lincoln, and these are the only written discharges; and they by time and accident are both 
lost. From my first enlistment in the minute service I was not regularly discharged, but we were 
disbanded at old Jamestown and held liable to be called again to go against the Indians but we never 
met again. My Parole from Clinton is also lost. 
 
Q. 7th. State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood, and who can 
testify to your character for veracity, and their belief of your services as a Soldier of the Revolution. 
Answer. I would name Joseph Cummings, Esquire, Thomas Hill, William Shropshire and John White, 
Sen. And this applicant further states upon his oath that he has no documents, any evidence, whereby 
he can prove any part of his services, nor does he know of any person whereby he can prove any part 
thereof except Peter Baker (who was also a soldier of the Revolution, whose affidavit will accompany 
this declaration and is marked exhibit A.) by whom he can prove his service at Stono fort. And this 
applicant hereby relinquishes every claim whatsoever to a pension or annuity except except the present, 
and declares that his name is not, nor was it ever on the pension Roll of the Agency of any State or of 
the United States.  Sworn to in open Court & subscribed ninth October A.D. 1832. 
  S/ Jacob A. Law, Clerk 
      S/ Thomas Crawley, X his mark {Seal} 
[Oscar Denton [signature looks more like "Ozias Denton"], a clergyman, and John Rose gave the 
standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 31] 
State of Tennessee White County 
 Be it remembered that on this day being the 1st day of August A.D. 1832 personally appeared 
before me John Bryan a Justice of the peace for said County Peter Baker,2 aged about Seventy Six 
years at his residence in said County who is reputed, known and believed to be a Soldier of the 
Revolution who being infirm and weak in body but possessing sound mind and understanding and 
recollection, who being first sworn upon the holy evangelist of Almighty God upon his oath states that 
he is well acquainted with Thomas Crawley a citizen of the County of White aforesaid who is an 
applicant for a pension under the act of Congress of the United States passed the 7th of June A.D. 1832 
– that to his knowledge the said Thomas Crawley was a Soldier of the Revolution that this affiant and 
the said Thomas Crawley were both present at an engagement in a battle fought at Stono in the State of 
South Carolina in the United States Army against the English forces, he believes about the year 1779, 
he saith that he was acquainted with the said Thomas Crawley before the war and that he was then in 
the regular service himself at the battle but believes the said Crawley was in the Militia service, he was 
                                                 
2 Peter Baker W277 
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commanded by General Sumner.  We were marched from Stono to Ashley River to Bateman's bridge 
but does not remember where the Militia was marched to – further this deponent saith not. 
       S/ Peter Baker, X his mark 
Sworn and subscribed to before me the day above written as witness my hand and seal 
S/ John Bryan, JP 
 
[p 13: On April 27, 1844 in Van Buren County Tennessee, Margaret Crawley, 83, filed for a widow's 
pension under the 1838 act stating that she is the widow of Thomas Crawley, a revolutionary war 
pensioner at the rate of $80 per annum; that she has no evidence in support of her claim other than a 
leaf out of the New Testament which contains the true age of their oldest son (but not in her husband's 
handwriting for he could not write his own name); that she married Thomas Crawley March 3rd, 1786; 
that he died July 7, 1843.  She signed her application with her mark.] 
 
[p 26:  On May 3, 1844 in White County Tennessee, Mary Baker gave testimony that she was well 
acquainted with Margaret Crawley widow of Thomas Crawley; that she has known them for 56 years; 
that they were married in Stokes County North Carolina and lived together as man and wife until the 
death of Thomas Crawley.  This witness signed her affidavit with her mark.] 
 
[p 18:  On November 27, 1850 in Quite County Tennessee, Elizabeth Anderson, 85, gave testimony 
that she was personally acquainted with Thomas and Margaret Crawley from the time of their marriage 
in Surry County North Carolina as far back as 1790; that they lived together as man and wife.  She 
signed her affidavit with her mark.] 
 
[p 16:  On December 9, 1850 in White County Tennessee, Henry Crawley, 41, filed a claim on behalf 
of the heirs of Thomas and Margaret Crawley under the 1838 act and amendments thereto; that affiant 
is the lawful child of Thomas and Margaret Crawley along with Nancy Crawley, 60; Catherine 
Dunnagan, formerly Catherine Crawley, 57 and John Crawley, 54, being all of the children of his 
parents now living; that his father was a pensioner of the United States at the rate of $80 per annum; 
that his father died in Van Buren County Tennessee July 7th, 1843 leaving Margaret his widow; that she 
died in Van Buren County Tennessee December 5, 1844 leaving the aforesaid children. 

    ] 
 
[Facts in file: Thomas Crawley married March 3, 1786 in either Stokes or Surry County to Margaret, 
her maiden name not given; in addition to the children named in the transcripts above, the veteran and 
his wife had a son named Thomas Crawley, aged not given.  Although the widow referred to a leaf of 
the Bible being offered in support of her application, that document is not in this file.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 2 years in the Virginia service.] 


