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Pension application of Thomas Cook R2247     f15NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    12/5/10: rev'd 11/16/19 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina County of Iredell: SS 

On this 18th day of August A.D. 1856 personally appeared before the Court of Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions in and for the County and State aforesaid, now in session, John F Cook, only 
son now living of Thomas Cook, deceased, and the legally Constituted Administrator of his 
Mother Ann Cook, deceased, aged 73 years, a resident of said County and State declares as 
follows viz. That he and his sister Sarah Cook (she never having been married) of Iredell County, 
North Carolina on the only children now living of Thomas Cook and Ann Cook his wife, and that 
the former died in the year A.D. 1809 of the 31st day of August, and the latter on the 24th day of 
January in the year 1844.  He further declares that his father the said Thomas Cook served as a 
soldier in the Militia "during the Revolutionary war".  That the said Thomas Cook entered the 
Service of said War in the County of Rowan, and State of North Carolina, the day, month and 
year of his father's entrance into the service is not known.  That he has heard his father say that 
he served in a company commanded by Captain David Crawford, and was at the Surrender of 
Charleston South Carolina in the spring of 1780 [Charleston South Carolina fell to the British on 
May 12, 1780], and that he the said Thomas Cook was taken prisoner at said surrender of 
Charleston, and that he afterwards entered the service of his Country in said war and served to its 
close.  That his said father the said Thomas Cook served as a soldier a period of two years or 
more during the war of the Revolution, and thereby became authorized to receive out of any 
money in the treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, the amount of his full pay 
in the said service, according to his rank etc.  Had he been living at the passage of the act of 
Congress entitled "an act supplementary to the act for the relief of certain surviving officers and 
soldiers of the Revolution approved June 7th 1832 (vide Stat. at Large, vol. 4, p. 528, ch. 126).  
He also declares that his said father and mother the said Thomas and Ann Cook were married in 
Henrico County in the State of Virginia on the 18th day of August in the year A. D. 1763 by an 
Episcopal Minister and published by the Banns, and that their marriage was recorded in the 
Prayer Book of his said Father which book is still in the possession of his Sister Sarah Cook.  
That owing to the long continued use of the said book in the family of his said father, and also of 
many of his neighbors the date of said marriage and births of all the children have been worn out, 
but that said marriage and births of himself and sister have been transcribed into his own family 
Bible.  That said marriage took place "prior to the Commencement of the Revolutionary War" 
and before the expiration of the last period of his, the said Thomas Cook's service in said war, 
and that his said mother the said Ann Cook, remained unmarried from the period of the death of 
said Thomas Cook as aforesaid, to her death as aforesaid, she having deceased in her 100th year, 
was entitled to receive of and from the Government of the United States a pension from the 4th 
of March, 1831, to the 4th day of January 1844, the day of her death, under the Act of Congress 
approved July 4, 1836, section 3 ( vide Stat. at Large, vol. 5, p. 128, ch. 362 or) which provides 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


that if any person who served in the war of the revolution, in the manner specified in the Act 
passed the 7th of June 1832, entitled "An act supplementary to the Act for the relief of certain 
surviving officers and Soldiers of the Revolution," have died, leaving a widow whose marriage 
took place before the expiration of the last period of his service, such widow shall be entitled to 
receive during the time she may remained unmarried, the annuity or pension which might have 
been allowed to her husband, by virtue of the act aforesaid if living at the time it was passed.  He 
also declares that his said mother the said Ann Cook, either from ignorance of her rights as 
aforesaid, or from some other cause fifth not known to him did not make application for, nor 
received said annuity or pension, nor any portion thereof from the Government of the United 
States.  He now makes this declaration in order to obtain the annuity due to himself and his sister 
Sarah Cook only surviving children of the said Thomas and Ann Cook, which annuity or pension 
was due to his said mother under act of four July 1836 as aforesaid, and in support of the 
justness, and the successful termination of this claim he herewith transmits with this declaration, 
his father's old parole which shows that his father the said Thomas Cook was taken prisoner at 
Charleston SC in May 1780 – and which parole has always been in his possession since his said 
father's death, and which was also in his father's possession during his lifetime. 

He also declares that neither he nor his sister has never before made application for 
pension nor is not entitled under any other act of Congress. 

    S/ John F. Cook, X his mark 
 
I do hereby acknowledge myself to be a Prisoner of War, upon my Parole, to his Excellency Sir 
Henry Clinton, and that I am hereby engaged until I shall be exchanged, or otherwise released 
there from, to remain at my Plantation in the Parish of St Luke's in the County of Roan in the 
province of North Carolina and I shall not in the meantime do, or cause any Thing to be done, 
prejudicial to the Success of His Majesty’s Arms, or have Intercourse or hold Correspondence 
with his Enemy; and that upon a Summons from his Excellency, or other Person having 
Authority thereto, that I shall surrender myself to him or them at such Time and place as shall 
hereafter be required.  Witness my hand this 19th day of May 1780. 
Witness     S/ Thomas Cook 
S/ Jno.  Hamilton I do hereby Certify that the above is a true Copy of the 

Paroled this day. 
 S/ Maj. Stuart Commr Prisrs 

 



[pp 5-6: On August 18, 1856 in Iredell County North Carolina, John Murdoch, 65, gave 
testimony that he was well acquainted with Thomas Cook, deceased and his wife Ann Cook 
along with all of their children whose names were William, Ann, Mary, Rebecca, Thomas, 
Nancy, Sarah, Robert, Margaret and John F Cook; that their youngest child John F Cook and 
Sarah are the only surviving children of Thomas and Ann Cook.] 


