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Pension application of Presley (Prestly, Priestley) Thorn R20519  f11NC & f2NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 7/21/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
The State of Alabama, Madison County: Declaration of Presley Thorn Senior 
 I Presley Thorn Senior in the County of Madison in the State of Alabama do hereby 
declare that I was an officer in the Continental line of the Army of the Revolution and served as 
such to the end of the war at which period I was a Captain in the third Regiment of the 
Continental line and I also declare that I afterwards received a certificate commonly called a 
commutation certificate for a sum equal to the amount of five years full pay which sum was 
offered by the resolve of Congress of the 22nd of March 1783 instead of the half pay for life to 
which I was entitled under the resolve of the 21st of October 1780 And I do further declare that I 
have received of the United States as a pensioner since the third of March 1826 no money. 
1st June 1829 
     signed S/ Prosly Thorn [sic] 
 
The State of Alabama, Madison County 
 Before me W. Graves Bouldin an acting justice of the peace in the State and County 
aforesaid personally appeared this day John H. Wright and Lewis Sanderson of the said County 
who do severally make oath that Presley Thorn Senior by whom the foregoing declaration was 
subscribed is generally reputed and believed to have been an officer in the Army of the 
revolution in the manner as therein stated witness my hand this 1st day of June 1829. 
S/ W. Graves Bouldin, JP {Seal} 
       S/ John H. Wright 
       S/ Lewis Sanderson 
 
[p 3] 
   Revolutionary Claims 
   Treasury Department,  
    22 February 1830 
 Priestley Thorn of __ in the County of Madison in the State of Alabama has applied to the 
Secretary of the Treasury for the benefits of the act, entitled "An act for the relief of certain 
surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolution," approved the 15th of May, 1828.  He states 
that was an officer in the Continental line, and served as such to the end of the war, 
at which period he was a Captain in the third regiment of the N. Carolina line; and that he 
received commutation certificates for the five years full pay granted by the resolve of 22 March, 
1783; and, further, that he has received as a pensioner since the 3rd of March 1826, 
nothing dollars, paid to him by the agent in the State of __ 
 The Third Auditor is requested to report how far the several statements are corroborated 
by the records in his Office. 
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     By order of the Secretary 
      S/ F. A. Dickins 
 
   Treasury Department, 
    Third Auditor's Office, 
    23rd of February 1830 
 It does not appears by the records of this office, that final settlement certificates had been 
issued for the commutation of five years full pay to Priestley Thorn, Captain in the North 
Carolina line, amounting to __dollars. 
 It further appears that Priestley Thorn is not now on the pension list of any agency, and 
has not been so since the 3 March 1826 at the rate of __ per month. 
 The Revolutionary records in this Office furnish no information whatever in relation to 
the services of Captain Priestley Thorn of the North Carolina line. 
      S/ Peter Hagner, Aud. 
 
     War Department Bounty Land Office March 6th, 1830 
The name of Prestley Thorn, does not appear on the list of Officers of the North Carolina line, on 
file in this Office, among those, entitled to Bounty Land home the United States, or, to whom a 
Land Warrant has issued. 
        S/ Wm Gordon 
 
[p 6] 
Rec'd 22 Feb. 1830 
   Huntsville Feby 9th 1830 
Dear Sir;  
 Your letter under date 25th of July 1829 is before me and in obedience to its requisitions I 
give you the following information.  I served in the quota of the State of North Carolina under 
General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene] in the third Regiment commanded by Samuel Hopkins.  
This I believe is all the information your letter requires me to give. 
       Respectfully &c 
       S/ Prestley Thorn 

      


