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Pension application of William Thompson R18477    f7VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     12/8/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
 
[This file contains no pension application.  The most informative document in the file is the 
following letter: 
      Halifax C. H. Virginia 
      October 29th 1860 
Sir  
You will be so kind as to inform me whether since 1833 or 1832, there has been in the pension 
money paid to William Thompson's a heirs on account of his military services in the War of the 
Revolution, if so, when what amount & to whom?  He left a widow Polly Thompson who 
married William Terry between 1798 & 1803.  In 1832 or 1833 William Thomson's administrator 
received from the State of Virginia about $5000 & from the US about $382.52.  I wish to know if 
anything was ever received by his administrator or any of his heirs after that time & who 
received it and if it appears in your office whether he was ever entitled to any land for military 
services, how much, whether it has ever been located or patented and when and where, and any 
other information in relation to that may appear from the documents of your office.  If I knew 
what amount to send I would now remit your fees for making the examination.  If you should 
comply with my request, stating at the same time your charges, I will then forthwith remit your 
fees.  An early compliance is very important. 
       S/Very Respectfully 
       S/ Beverly Barksdale, Jr. 
 
[On November 5, 1860, Barksdale received a reply indicating that William Thompson was not 
entitled to land from the general government and directing him to inquire of the state authorities 
in Virginia.] 
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