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Pension application of Thomas Slaughter1 R17889    f93VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    3/4/12: rev'd 6/12/21 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
I, Alexander C Shackleford2 of the County of King & Queen, and State of Virginia, do hereby 
certify that I enlisted on the 3rd day of February in the year 1777, as a fifer in the revolutionary 
war, under Captain Charles Collier: On the 28th of the same month (February) I marched with 
Captain Collier's recruits, to Williamsburg and was placed in the Continental barracks, where I 
remained till the completion of the new magazine, or State barracks, when I went into said 
barracks, and remained therein, till the spring of the year 1778.  Immediately after the receipt of 
orders to march the troops from Williamsburg to the North Captain Collier resigned, and Captain 
Abner Crump took command of the company in his stead: In the spring of the year 1778, I 
marched under the command of Captain Abner Crump, attached to the First Virginia Regiment 
commanded by Colonel George Gibson, to Valley Forge where I was inoculated for the 
smallpox.  From Valley Forge I went to Monmouth, from Monmouth to Stony Point; from 
thence, to White Plains, and from thence, back to Philadelphia; where I staid ten or twelve days, 
and then returned to Virginia.  After remaining with my friends in King & Queen, on a visit, 
three or four weeks, I went to Williamsburg to obtain my discharge, (having served out my tour 
of 3 years and a little more) and was sent by the then Governor, to Colonel Allison, who was then 
in command at Petersburg.  I obtain my discharge from Colonel Allison, in July 1781, but was 
taken very sick immediately after and remained in Petersburg till all the troops left there for the 
South.  I then returned to King & Queen, where I have resided, ever since.  I knew Thomas 
Slaughter, of the County of New Kent, very well: He entered the service in the revolutionary war, 
as a Sergeant in Captain Abner Crump's Company, in which, I was, myself, a fifer, and which 
company was attached to the 1st Virginia Regiment, commanded by Colonel George Gibson.  
The said Thomas Slaughter marched with his company in the spring of the year 1778, to Valley 
Forge: There, the said Thomas Slaughter was promoted to a Lieutenant, and held that 
commission until his return to Virginia, in the spring of 1781.  I was under the command of said 
Thomas Slaughter, who was Lieutenant of the company to which I was attached, at Valley Forge, 
Monmouth, Stony Point, and White Plains, and returned with him to Philadelphia.  I left the said 
Thomas Slaughter at Lancaster, in Pennsylvania; and came on with Major Meriwether [probably 
Major Thomas Meriwether] to Virginia.  When I went to Petersburg to get my discharge, I there 
saw the said Thomas Slaughter, in command, as a Lieutenant, and know that he marched from 
thence, with the troops, to the South.  I never saw him afterwards, and do not know what became 
of him.  As witness, my hand and seal, this 7th day of November, A.D. 1833. 
                                                 
1 Va. Half Pay 
2 Sic, Alexander Shackelford S7506 
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     S/ Alexander C. Shackleford, X his mark 
In addition to what I have already stated in the foregoing affidavit, in relation to the services of 
Lieutenant Thomas Slaughter, I think it proper to add, that I omitted in the said affidavit, to 
mention, that the said Thomas Slaughter, also acted as commissary to his company during the 
whole time we were to the North together, and I left him in the performance of that duty, when I 
left the Company in Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, on my return to Virginia, as witness my hand 
and seal, this 7th day of November A.D. 1833 
     S/ Alexander C Shackleford, X his mark 
 
[p 18] 
  Executive Department Richmond February 28, 1850 
 The Heirs of Thomas Slaughter are allowed Land bounty for his services as a Lieutenant 
in the State line of Virginia for 3 years. 
 The Register will issue a Warrant accordingly, if not heretofore drawn. 
   S/ John B Floyd 
 
[p 20] 
 This is to Certify, That it appears from a List in this Office of such Officers and Soldiers 
of the Virginia State Line, during the Revolutionary War, as settled their Accounts, and received 
Certificates for the balance of their Full Pay, according to an Act of Assembly, passed the 
November Session 1781, that a Certificate issued on the 10th day of September, 1783, in the 
name of Thomas Slaughter, as a Quarter Master for £31.2.0, which Certificate appears to have 
been delivered to Wm Slaughter and was given for services prior to the 1st January 1782. 
   Given under my hand, at the Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
   19th day of September 1849. 
     S/ Allen W Morton 
     Acting in the absence of the Auditor 
 
[p 61] 
      Pension Office January 10, 1850 
Sir,  
 I have examined the papers in the case of Thomas Slaughter, deceased.  It appears that as 
a Quarter Master he received a certificate for the balance of his full pay amounting to £31.2.0 
Virginia currency and that he was a Quarter Master to General Stevens' [Edward Stevens’] 
Brigade in October 1781.  But it does not appear that he belonged to anyone of the regiments for 
which the Act of July 5, 1832 provides, nor does it ever appear (except by the testimony of 
Alexander C Shackleford) that he was an officer in any Regiment.  The affidavit of Shackleford 
is not entitled to any credit whatever.  He alleges that Slaughter was a Lieutenant in Crump's 
Company in 1778, and continued in it until 1780, but the fact is not so.  Slaughter's name cannot 
be found upon the rolls of that or any other Company of Gibson's Regiment to which Crump's 
Company belonged.  To entitle his heirs to half pay, it must be shown that Slaughter belonged to 
one of the regiments mentioned in the Act of July 5, 1832 and that he served until he became a 
supernumerary.  Commutation cannot be allowed unless it can be clearly shown that he served in 
one of the regiments designated in the law of 1832 up to the 22nd April 1783. 
    I am Sir respectfully 
     your obedient servant 
      J L Edwards, Commissioner of Pensions 



 
[p 3: Power of attorney dated December 15, 1849 executed in the city of Williamsburg Virginia 
by John Slaughter, as administrator of the estate of Thomas Slaughter, deceased, who is 
described as having been a Lieutenant and quarter master in the revolutionary war. 

] 
______________________________________________________ 
 
From the digital collection of the Virginia State Library: 
 
And a Court of Quarterly Sessions held for York County the 20th day of August 1849 
 Upon Satisfactory evidence to which the oath of Lewis Hogg Senior a very old and 
respected Citizen of this County, It is ordered to be certified by the Court that Thomas Slaughter 
was a Lieutenant in the Virginia State line during the Revolutionary War.  That the said Thomas 
Slaughter served as a Lieutenant until the end of the War.  That he died in York County about the 
year 1794 Intestate, and that John Slaughter of the City of Williamsburg is his only heir and 
distributee. 
 A copy Test: S/ Bolivar Shield, Clerk 
 
 This is to Certify, That it appears from a List in this Office of such Officers and Soldiers 
of the Virginia State Line, during the Revolutionary War, as settled their Accounts, and received 
Certificates for the balance of their Full Pay, according to an Act of Assembly, passed the 
November Session 1781, that a Certificate issued on the 13th day of December 1786, in the name 
of Thomas Slaughter, as a Quarter Master for £49.14.0, which Certificate appears to have been 
delivered to Colonel Meriwether and was given for services prior to the 1st January 1782. 
   Given under my hand, at the Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
   19th day of September 1849. 
       S/ Allin W. Morton,  
      Acting in the absence of the Auditor  
 
 
Addendum to Thomas Slaughter R17889 
  Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris. 12 June 2021. 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
  Tuesday May 8th 1783 
Present 
 His Excellency; 
Beverley Randolph [W4774]      James Monroe [W26271] 
Thomas Leman       John Marshall [S5731] 
Sampson Matthews [Sampson Mathews VAS2023]    Esquires 
Thomas Slaughter having informed the Governor of a parcel of Artificers Tools in his possession 
which he rec’d at the Siege of York as Quartermaster to General Stevens’ [Edward Stevens 
VAS1922] Brigade, & 
desiring to know what he shall do with them.   from the Council Journal 

http://lva1.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/F/?func=file&file_name=find-b-clas39&local_base=CLAS39
https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,Military%20Records%20Virginia,AND&query=any,contains,Revolutionary%20War%20Bounty%20Warrants,AND&tab=Digital&search_scope=DIGITAL&vid=01LVA_INST:01LVA&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0

