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Pension application of Abraham Keller1 R15580     f20VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      11/8/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
The affidavit of Abraham Keller taken in Jefferson County Kentucky on the 12th day of May 
1846.  Deponent states that he is now in his 65th year of his age and is now living in the vicinity 
of his birth and states that he is one of the sons of Isaac Keller who was killed by the Indians on 
the 8th of April 1786 in company with Colonel Christian that Captain Abraham Keller of the 
Illinois Regiment was this Deponent's uncle, the brother of Deponent's father, that deponent's 
mother long survived her husband, and deponent states that he was not old enough to know 
anything of his uncle Abraham, but was in the 5th year of age & recollects the morning his father 
left home to go against the Indians when he fell, Captain Abraham Keller as this deponent has 
always understood – was wounded by the Indians, and so soon after his partial recovery as he 
could ride he came to the house of Deponent's father at or near the present residence of Deponent 
where he remained and in the winter & spring of 1784 deponent's father collected a lot of furs & 
peltries & furnished a horse and loaded him with Beaver & other skins & Captain Keller set out 
to Richmond Virginia with the furs & was killed by the Indians at the Cumberland Gap in the 
spring (the exact time not recollected) of 1784 as Deponent is informed about two years before 
the fall of Deponent's father.  Captain Abraham Keller left a widow he thinks Mary – that she 
misses Keller had a daughter, that was born after the death of Captain Keller, that the child of 
Captain Keller & Mary died soon after its birth, that Mary Keller the widow intermarried with 
William Lynn who lived many years at Shipping post, and then removed to Missouri as 
Deponent is informed where said land & his wife had a large family of children – that Captain A. 
Keller left Jacob Keller his eldest brother who son Abraham died in Bourbon County Kentucky a 
few years ago – Deponent states that he is uncertain from information whether Jacob Keller the 
elder brother of Captain Abraham Keller died before, Captain Keller or not, but certain it is that 
Jacob Keller left and only son Abraham who died leaving a family in Bourbon County Kentucky 
a few years since, Deponent states that he has got the information as to the time of Captain 
Abraham Keller's death by conversations that he has had with his mother and other persons who 
knew the fact.  And he has never had different impression touching the fact, and he is now of 
opinion that Captain Keller fell as before stated in the spring of 1784 at the Cumberland Gap – 
further Deponent saith not. 
Sworn to and subscribed 
     S/ Abraham Kellar 

      
                                                 
1 VA. Half Pay N. A. Acc. No. 874 See 050 096 Half Pay Abraham Keller 
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[From pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
At a Court held for Jefferson County May 3rd 1786 
  Present 
 William Pope, George Windsor [?] , Richard Taylor & Robert Breckenridge Gentleman 
 Sufficient satisfaction being made to the Court that Mary Kellar, widow of Captain 
Abram Kellar, an officer in the Illinois Regiment, & who died while in Service of his Country, is 
in indigent circumstances, being reduced to the necessity of working for her support by hard 
labor, ordered that it be certified as the Opinion of this Court, that the said Mary Kellar comes 
with propriety under the pension Law: and it is also certified that the said Abram Kellar hath no 
heir alive. 
  A Copy  Test:   S/ Will Johnston, Clk 
 
I certify that in May last, when I left Kentucky, Mary Keller [sic] widow and relict of Abraham 
Kellar deceased was then alive.  2nd December 1788 
     S/ Ro.  Breckenridge 
 
The above mentioned Mary Kellar was alive and a widow when I left Jefferson County in 
September last Richmond 2nd December 1788 
    S/ Dan Broadhead, Jr. 
 
I do with the advice of Council hereby certify, that Mary Kellar widow of Abraham Kellar who 
was a Captain in the Illinois Regiment and died in the service of this State is entitled to the sum 
of Fifteen Pounds yearly; which allowance is to commence on the first day of January 1788 
 Given under my hand as Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia at 
Richmond this 4th day of December 1788 
S/ T. Meriwether    S/ Beverly Randolph 
__________________________ 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
This certifies that Captain Abm Kellar served 3 years and upwards in the Illinois Regiment being 
killed in service. 
Given at the Falls of Ohio 2nd of April 1781 
    S/ G. R. Clark [George Rogers Clark] 
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