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Pension application of William Jennings1 R15422     f32VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      12/23/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 2] 
    Pension Office June 13, 1837 
 I hereby certify that I have examined the claim on account of the Revolutionary Service 
of the late William Jennings who was a Captain in the Virginia State Regiment of Artillery 
commanded by Colonel T Marshall [Thomas Marshall]: that he served till the year 1781, when 
that Regiment was reduced; that he died in Hampton in Virginia, on the 10th of October 1791; 
that the case is embraced by the provisions of the act of Congress of the 5th of July 1832, entitled, 
"an act to provide for liquidating and paying certain claims of the State of Virginia;" that the 
claim should therefore be allowed at the rate of $300 per annum, from the 22nd of April 1783, 
when the war terminated, to the 10th of October, 1791 when said Jennings died; and that the 
amount is payable to Robert C Jennings, of the District of Columbia, attorney of Thomas Clark, 
of Elizabeth City County in Virginia, administrator on the estate of said William Jennings, 
deceased 
    S/ J. L. E. [J L Edwards] 
    Commissioner of Pensions 
Approved June 13, 1837 
S/ J. R. P. [Joel Roberts Poinsett] 
Secretary of War 
 
[p 7: Letter dated December 27, 1845 addressed to Messers T. D. & A. T. Smith in which he 
refers to John Jennings as his grandfather. 

 
 
[p. 9: In a letter postmarked from Norfolk November 2, 1849, W R Jennings makes reference to 
his mother (not named) and his sisters Mrs. Clarke, Indiana, Amanda and Mrs. Robinson and his 
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brother James Jennings as the heirs of his father (not named) or the grandchildren of Major 
William Jennings of the revolutionary war. 

] 
 
[Note: From a typed summary appearing in this file it appears that there were at least 2 different 
officers in the Virginia service by the name of William Jennings as to whose heirs there was 
some confusion.] 
_________________________________ 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
     Petition for Bounty land 
Heirs of William Jennings Captain – State Line 
 The facts are – The Council Journal shows that William Jennings was commissioned 
August 7th 1777 – Lawrence Smith's paybook proves that he received pay as Lieutenant & 
Captain down to December 15 1779 – Commodore James Barron's affidavit proves that William 
Jennings entered the service "at the very earliest period of the Revolution, & continued therein 
until the close of the war." 
 This claim has been reported good, for a service of three years in Printers list No. 2.  The 
testimony of Commodore Barron, added to the evidence of records causes me now to report it 
good for the war. 
 The Governor will find it necessary to ascertain by his decision the time of 
commencement of service.  Commodore Barron says it was the very earliest period of the war & 
the Council Journals show that William Jennings received his commission as an officer in the 
State Artillery Regiment on the 7th of August 1777.  He might have been in the service before the 
date of his commission. 
  Respectfully submitted     
  S/ John H Smith, Commissioner &c 
To his Excellency 
Governor Floyd 
  
[James Barron's affidavit as posted online is largely illegible] 
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