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[The file contains little on Crawley’s service, but deals mainly with whether he served to the end of the
war.]

Pension Office/ October 27, 1846.
I certify that I have examined the claim of the administrator of Samuel Crawley, who was a

Captain in the Virginia State regiment of Artillery during the revolution, and I find that under the act of
July 5, 1832 half-pay has been allowed from the 22d of April, 1783. Half-pay is now claimed from the
first of January 1782, and my opinion is that the claim should be allowed. I therefore certify that half-pay
is still due from the first of January 1782, at the rate of Three Hundred Dollars per annum, up to the 22d of
April, 1783; and that the amount is payable to Henry Northrup, attorney of Thomas P. Wise, of
Williamsburg, Virginia, administrator of said Crawley.

J. L. E. [James L. Edwards] Commissioner of Pensions 
Approved/ Secretary of War.

[The following is from bounty-land records in the Library of Virginia.]

At the instance of Mr. James J. Mountcastle, who has intermarried with a daughter of the late
Captain Samuel Crawley, I state and certify, that I was well acquainted with the late Captain Samuel
Crawley during a part of the war of the Revolution; particularly in the year 1779 and the early part of the
year 1780. That I at that time, understood and believed he was a Captain of the state artillery and belonged
to a Regiment of artillery under the command of the then Colonel Thomas Marshall [VAS494]. I was,
about that time, eighteen years old; and, tho’ engaged in other pursuits, recollect to have seen many
officers occasionally in the City of Williamsburg, where I then lived, and now reside. I have seen Captain
Crawley in his dress and costume of an Officer; and he was familiarly called Captain by his friends and
acquaintances. I have no knowledge of his particular term of service nor whether he was in service ‘till the
end of the war. If he belonged to Colonel Marshall’s Regiment of state artillery, as was my impression, he
Colonel Marshall was stationed at York-Town in Virginia for some time. In the spring of the year 1780 I
went to Richmond, where I remained during the rest of that year; and, early in the succeeding year, 1781, I
joined General [Nathanael] Greene’s army in South Carolina, and continued with that army ‘till the end of
the war in 1783 – so that I did not see Captain Crawley from April or May 1780 ‘till the latter end of the
year 1783 when I returned to Williamsburg. Captain Crawley, as well as I recollect, was living in
Williamsburg in 1784, and from that time to the time of his death, in or about the year 1793 lived in
Williamsburg or in the neighbourhood.

I have a perfect recollection that Captain Crawley died in the City of Williamsburg; as I remember
being sent for to his house; and, on going, found him so far gone as to be unable to communicate any
thing to me. He died in the course of the same day, all which I certify under my Hand this thirty first day
of March Eighteen hundred and thirty one at williamsburg in Virginia.
[31 Mar 1831] Ro. Saunders [Robert Saunders]

NOTE:
The federal pension file includes a copy of the last will and testament of Samuel Crawley dated 8

Jan 1793 and proved on 4 May 1793, leaving all his estate to his “dear and loving wife during her life in
order to maintain my children, and after the death of my wife Ann Crawley… my estate should be equally
divided between all my children.”

A document in the federal file dated 6 Nov 1846 refers to “the will of [illegible] Lake in which
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she biqueaths to her Grand Daughter her proportion of the half pay rec’d in right of her late Husband
Samuel Crawley.”

A court document dated 23 July 1849 refers to “Samuel C. Ware, James J Mountcastle and
Elizabeth Wise as heirs and distributees of Samuel Crawley deceased.”


