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Pension application of John Wilson R11680  Patty Wilson   f18NC 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   1/18/11: rev'd 3/6/24 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
State of North Carolina Johnston County} 

On this 15th day of June 1855 personally appeared before the Subscriber an acting Justice 
of the Peace in and for the County aforesaid Mrs. Bettey Wilson, a resident of Johnston County 
aged 70 years who being duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefits of the provisions made by the act of Congress passed 
the 4th of July 1836 and of several different acts and Resolutions 

That she is the daughter of John Wilson and Patty Wilson deceased whose maiden name 
before their marriage was Patty Davis.  My Father John Wilson was a private Soldier and served 
his Country in the Revolutionary War he enlisted in the war on or about the 1st day of January 
1777 and was a Corporal in 1778 for the term of three years and served under Captain Walsh 
[John Walsh] as I have understood and believe that her Father was in several engagements as I 
have heard him and Mother say and I know he was a cripple for life in his right knee which 
wound he got in one of the battles as I have heard him say and have heard Father John Wilson 
and Uncle William Wilson speak of their services in the War.  She prays for such pension as she 
may be entitled to I employed our clerk some years since to file my papers about the time that 
aunt Elizabeth widow of William Wilson died and he (Thomas Bailey) died and I do not know 
whether he sent them or not as I lived 20 miles from the Court House, that her said Father John 
Wilson died in the month of September 1832 the day of the month I do not recollect and my 
Mother Patty Wilson died on the 29th day of April's 1849 as will more fully appear by Proofs 
hereunto annexed. 

      S/ Betty Wilson, X her mark 
 

[p 5] 
[On June 18, 1855 in Johnston County, North Carolina, John Banes, Senior, 90, gave testimony 
that he was well acquainted with John and Patty Wilson, the parents of Betty Wilson; that he, 
affiant, is old enough to remember when John Wilson went into the service in the revolution, was 
gone some three years, and was brought home a cripple with a wound in his right knee.  He, the 
affiant, understood that the veteran participated in the battles at Stono ferry,1 Moncks Corner and 
some others in South Carolina with General Lincoln [Benjamin Lincoln]. In addition the affiant 
stated that the affiant’s “… Grand Father William Ranes was one of the members of the first 
Congress from Johnston when the members met at Halifax in November 1776 which formed the 
                                                 
1 June 20, 1779 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_stono_ferry.html  
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Constitution. I can Remember when Grand Father went off to Congress.”] 

] 
 
[p 7] 
[On June 18, 1855 in Johnston County North Carolina, Allen Watkins, 89, gave testimony that he 
was a very near neighbor and was well acquainted with John Wilson and his wife Patty Wilson 
who was Patty Davis before her marriage; that John Wilson served about three years during the 
revolutionary war; that he was wounded in the right knee which made him a cripple; that he was 
brought home from the war about the year 1780; he recalls the veteran speaking of having served 
with Colonel Caswell [Richard Caswell] and General Lincoln. 

] 
 
[p 12: Copy of a marriage bond issued in Johnston County North Carolina to John Wilson and 
Jacob Davis on September 14, 1785 to secure the marriage of John Wilson to Patty Davis.  Both 
men signed the bond with their respective marks.] 
 
[p 15] 

State of North Carolina, Office of Secretary of State 
I, William Hill, Secretary of State, in and for the State of North Carolina, do hereby 

certify, that it appears from the muster-rolls of the Continental line of this State, in the 
Revolutionary War, that John Wilson a private soldier in Captain Walsh's Company of the 8th 
Regiment, entered the service on the 1st day of January 1777, for the term of three years; was a 
Corporal in November 1778. 

Given under my hand this 31st day of July 1855 
       S/ Wm Hill, Secretary of State 


