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Pension application of Willis Whitfield R11397 [Nancy]  fn13NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/9/10 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 
encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 
 
[Note: There is no application in this file. Also, there is no note in the file explaining what 
happened to the application although there are several letters making references to it.] 
 
[fn p. 4: certificate dated October 31st, 1846 from the Guilford County North Carolina clerk of 
court stating that he has made diligent search in his office for a marriage license bond for the 
marriage of Willis Whitfield to Nancy Raiford, but found no such bond.] 
 
[fn p. 8] 
   State of North Carolina, Office of Secretary of State. 
 I, William Hill, Secretary of State, in and for the State of North Carolina, do hereby 
certify, that it appears from the muster-rolls of the Continental line of this State, in the 
Revolutionary War, that Willis Whitfield1

   Given under my hand this 23rd day of September 1846 

 a private soldier in Captain Raiford's Company of the 
10th Regiment, entered the service on the __ day of __ 1782 for the term of 18 months 

     S/ Wm Hill, Secry. of State 
 
[fn p. 2] 
State of Illinois Clark County: SAS: On this 19th day of November 1846, personally appeared 
before the Subscriber an acting Justice of the Peace in and for the said County Amos Wells and 
John Rockwell both credible and respectable citizens of this County which I certify from my 
personal knowledge of them, who upon oath severally state that they knew Willis Whitfield from 
the year 1828, and that he died in the year 1835, that he has always been since they knew him, 
reputed as a soldier of the Revolution, that they firmly believe him to have been such, and that 
they know of his having had a conspicuous station assigned him at the celebration of the 4th of 
July 1832 as a Revolutionary Soldier which celebration took place in this County in that year at a 
place called Red Grove, and that at all public gatherings when they have seen him he has been 
looked upon and generally considered as a soldier of the Revolution. 
In scribed & sworn to this 9th Day of November A.D. 1846 before me 
S/ J. F. Pound, JP    S/ Amos Wells 
                                                 
1 I believe this certificate relates to another veteran named Willis Whitfield whose file is FPA W1013. 

http://www.southerncampaign.org/pen/�


      S/ J. Rockwell 
 
[fn p. 7] 
   Marshall Illinois June 17, 1846 
Sir: 
 Enclosed I send you the Declaration of Mrs. Nancy Whitfield for a Pension, -- Mrs. W 
supposes the evidence of her marriage which is submitted with the Declaration, to be sufficient -- 
and relies upon the records in the War Department for evidence of service -- 
   I am very respectfully 
     S/ T. S. Brant 
Hon. J. L. Edwards  
 Comr. Pensions CC 
 
[fn p. 6] 
      Terre Haute Indiana March 26, 1847 
Sir:  
 Enclosed I send you the deposition of Messrs. Wales & Rockwell, the certificate of the 
Clerk of Guilford County North Carolina showing that no record evidence exists there of the 
marriage of Willis Whitfield to Nancy Rayford and a certificate of the Secretary of State of the 
State of North Carolina in support of the claim of Mrs. Nancy Whitfield. 
These papers have been mislaid by Mrs. Whitfield's late attorney ( T. S. Brant, Esqr.) who died 
on the 29th day of November 1846, and not recovered until recently and are now offered. 
 Will you please direct to me at this place -- 
    I am very respectfully your friend etc. 
     S/ John Whitfield 
Hon. J. L. Edwards 
 Comr. Pensions 
 Washington City DC 
 


