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  Transcribed by Will Graves      5/26/10 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 
encourage folks to call those errors to my attention.] 
 
[The widow's claim in this file has been lost. That only evidence as to its possible contents are 
reflected in the various letters from the War Department, one of which reads as follows: 
     December 31, 1924 
Miss Mary Jefferies,  
Gaffney, South Carolina 
Madam: 
 I have to advise you that from the records of this Bureau it appears that Juda or Judith, 
the widow of Francis Whelchel of Georgia, applied for a pension (R.11300) on account of her 
husband's services as a soldier of Colonel Brandon's South Carolina Regiment, War of the 
Revolution. 
 They had children, the only name on record being that of John Whelchel, a resident of 
Hall County, Georgia in 1854. 
 The claim was not allowed owing to lack of proof of military service of six months as 
required by the pension laws, and there are no further data on file as the papers in the claim were 
sent on July 8, 1856, to the Honorable Caleb Brown, House of Representatives, and were never 
returned. 
 This Bureau is unable to furnish the history of a soldier of the Revolution unless a claim 
for pension or bounty land has been made on account of his services and a capital search of the 
records fails to show such a claim on file on account of the services of Samuel Welchel, or of 
John Lusk and Robert Elmore as described by you, or of a Frank Welchel. The only similar name 
being that of the above noted Frances Whelchel. 
    Respectfully, 
     Winfield Scott, Commissioner 
 
[fn p. 2: power of attorney dated November 16, 1854, given in Hall County Georgia by John 
Whelchel son of Francis Whelchel to pursue the claim of his father for a pension.] 
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