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Pension application of Thomas Watson R11210    fn8VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     8/15/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Virginia, Accomack County: SS 
 On this 29th day of September 1851 personally appeared in open Court before the Court 
of Accomack now sitting William J [?] Moore Jr: resident of the County and State aforesaid 
administrator of William Watson a Revolutionary soldier, who being first duly sworn according 
to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain for the children of the 
aforesaid William Watson the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  It appears by 
the affidavit of William Harrison1 and Jonathan Phillips2 to revolutionary Soldiers and 
pensioners of the United States made before Walter D Bayne a Justice of the Peace on the 20th of 
July 1833 and admitted to record by the Court of Accomack County on 25 of November 1833, 
that William Watson was a revolutionary soldier and was on actual duty in camp in field and 
garrison more than two years. 
 It is impossible now to say or to prove where or under whom William Watson served, all 
who served with him are now dead.  It must be apparent however to all that William Watson 
made his declaration as required by the law before a justice and the accompanying certificates of 
his comrades in the war were only made to sustain and prove his declaration as he could not 
according to the regulations of the war Department have been an applicant for a pension without 
first having made his declaration.  It is believed that his original declaration is now ought to be in 
the Pension Office, for the particulars of his services I refer to that declaration.  William Watson 
was born in the County of Accomack State of Virginia on or about __ day of __ in the year 1762 
And was at the time of his death, 78 years old.  William Watson has never received a pension and 
I hereby as his administrator relinquish all claim for a pension under any Act except the present. 
       S/ William ? Moore, Jr:, Admin.of 
       William Watson 

      
 
At a Court held for Accomack County, on the 27th day of October 1851 
 It is ordered to be certified, that it appears to the Court by satisfactory evidence that 
William Watson a declaration of whose services in the revolutionary war, has been made before 
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this Court, was a resident of his County and died in the same on or about the 26 day of 
September 1840.  It is further ordered to be certified that he left no widow, but the following 
children whose names are Tabitha Mason, Kessey Searson, Sally Kellow and James Watson, and 
he's were his only living children at the time of his death, and William ? Moore, Jr. is his 
administrator. 
 
[Note: the affidavits of Harrison and Phillips are not contained in this file as posted on 
Footnote.com.] 
 
[Note: the following discharge is posted on the web in the online collection at the Virginia State 
Library.  Whether or not this discharge relates to this William Watson, I do not know. 
"This is to Certify that Wm Watson a Corp[oral] 
Belonging to the State Troops inlisted Ap[ril] 
1777 & served During the War & is now Discha[rged] 
This 22 Day of April 1783 
  Ab Crump [Abner Crump] 
  [illegible]" 
 

] 


