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Pension application of Richard Stites [Stiles] R10183    f11VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    4/28/12: rev'd 2/12/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 2] 
"Richard Stites was born November 17th 1764" 

 
 
[p 3] 
State of Illinois Brown County:  

On this 4th day of December A.D. 1843 Personally appeared in open Court before the 
Court of Brown County now sitting Richard Stites [Richard Stiles?] a resident of Brown County 
& State of Illinois aged seventy-nine years, who being first duly sworn according to law doth on 
his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress 
passed June 7th 1832.  That he entered the service of the United States on __ day of Made 
17__under the following named officers and served as herein stated.  That he resided in Loudon 
[Loudoun] County & State of Virginia in the year A.D. 1781 and was drafted and served as a 
private during two months under Captain Bevers1 & Colonel Dabney [Charles Dabney] and 
served under General Lafayette and was marched to Richmond Virginia where the troops lay two 
or three days and were routed and pursued by the British until reinforced by General Wayne 
[Anthony Wayne] when we turned upon the British and pursued them through Richmond & 
down to the Green Springs [July 6 1781] where we had the Battle with them in which Battle he 
was wounded in the right thigh which so disabled him that he could not bear arms and continued 
under the Surgeon's care three weeks in the Army when his friends came and moved him home 
in a wagon as he could not walk.  The wound where the ball passed through his thigh left a scar 
to this day.  That he received a discharge – kept it many years and lost it in Fleming County 

                                                 
1 Ray Mann, a descendant of Capt. William Beavers of Loudoun County militia, suggests that this reference 
probably is to his ancestor.  He notes that William Beavers had a brother named James Beavers.  James may be the 
same man as listed by Gwathmey as having been recommended for a lieutenancy in the Loudoun militia. 
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Kentucky he well recollects the name of Colonel Dabney was on the discharge of the particulars 
thereof he does not recollect – The reason he never before applied for a pension is he was able to 
work and maintain his family with the means he had – But now he is old and cannot work longer.  
That the attached part of his Bible contains his age which has been kept by him.  That he knows 
of no documentary evidence of his service or anyone that he can procure to prove his service = 2 
months before being wounded is all that he served on duty.  The scar of the wound he received in 
the Battle at the Green Springs is the best evidence he can produce. 

The wound he received disabled him from further service or any labor for more than 
__months. 

That he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 
present and declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the agency of any state. 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid before me 
S/ James Brockman    S/ Richard Stites [Stiles?] 

      
[Clark Dennis, a clergyman, and John Taylor, Junior, gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
Surgeons Affidavit 
It is hereby certified that Richard Stites (whose application for a Pension is within) was this day 
examined by me in relation to the wound in his right thigh which he affirms was received at the 
Battle of the Green Springs in __ in the year __ while in the discharge of his duty as a soldier of 
the United States.  By an examination of the wound we believe it was such as to disable him 
from labor a considerable time and partially disable him from labor for the same.  That he has 
now but little or no inconvenience from said wound.  Given under my hand at Mt. Sterling 
Brown County & State of Illinois this 28th day of November 1844 
     S/ James Brockman 
     surgeon 36 Regt. Ills militia 
Spencer Lowden, JP 
 
[p 8: although heavily faded and difficult to read most of the entries, there is a power of attorney 
given in Brown County, Illinois dated November 27, 1852 by what appears to be the heirs of the 
veteran and signed by Catharine Rose (aged 62), Mary Taylor [aged about ?4—first digit is 
illegibly faint], Richard Stites (aged 44), Jonathan J Stites (aged about34 or 5), Eleakim Stites 
(aged about 52) 

  This document contains the 



statement that the veteran died July 18th 1847 and that his widow, their mother, Rachael Stites 
died August 20th, 1847; and that their parents were married in 1789 and that they were residents 
of Preston County, VA] 


