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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
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-------------------- page 236 -------------------- 
PETITION OF JOHN EVANS. 

To the Honourable the General Assembly for the State of North Carolina, Now assembled at 
Wake Courthouse. 
The petition of John Evans, of Nash County, 
Humbly Sheweth, 
That on a certain day a party of the Nash Light Horse came to his house, & took your petitioner 
into custody, & carried him to Nash Courthouse, there was put under guard by the Orders of Maj. 
Wood [perhaps Major Matthew Wood of the Halifax County militia], then Comd't, & threatened 
your petitioner with hanging, A Gallows being erected on the spot, which Terrified your 
Petitioner to such a Degree that he consented to Enlist for Eighteen months. Your Petitioner 
inquired of the officers what his crime was. They answered that he wanted to take up arms & join 
the insurgents in Edgecombe, & went the length of Duncan Lamon's, to take his advice what to 
do in Regard to taking up arms or not, which charge is quite false, as Col. Hunter [probably Lt. 
Col. Thomas Hunter of the Edgecombe County militia] and Clinch [probably Lt. Col. Thomas 
Clinch of the Nash County militia] is since convinced of. Your Petitioner humbly prays that your 
Honours, in your great wisdom, will Take your Petitioner's Case under your serious 
Consideration, and Order your Petitioner to be Discharged from the duty of Eighteen Months, & 
your Petitioner, as in duty Bound, will ever Pray. 
      JOHN EVANS. 
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