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Pension application of John Denny NC21 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     6/7/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
Declaration by John Denny concerning his military service in the Revolutionary War 
Denny, John 1833 Volume 22, Page 112, State Records of North Carolina 

He was in February, 1833, residing in Guilford County, N. C., aged 75 years, and states that 
about the middle of December, 1779, or ’80 he was drafted into the Company of Capt. Frost & 
Lt. Hancock, marched from Rockingham, N. C., directly to Charleston, S. C., where they went 
into winter quarters, and remained there until April 4th, following when he received his 
discharge from his Captain and returned home. The next Fall he volunteered under Capt. Andrew 
Wilson, in which Company he served sometimes, and sometimes in that of Capt. O’Neal.  "And 
was used to counteract the scouting parties sent out by the British while on Dan River, Virginia, 
and in Rockingham and Guilford Counties,” but does not recollect how long he was thus 
engaged, probably, however, he thinks, at least two months. In the latter part of June, 1781, he 
volunteered and marched under Capt. Robert Bell, with other Companies from the neighboring 
Counties, to join General Greene, at Camden, then over the Wateree to Eutaw Springs and at that 
place he was engaged in the battle of September 8th, 1781, which commenced early in the 
morning and very quickly became general. After the battle he was marched with about 300 
prisoners of the enemy, to Rowan County, N. C. During the battle his Company was placed 
under the command of a French Colonel, named, he believed, Malmedy. He was discharged after 
3 months service. His rank during his term of duty was as a private. 

 He was born in Ireland and brought when a child, by his parents to America and he 
settled in Chester County, Penn., where he lived until 1772, then with his parents moved to N. 
C., and settled in Guilford County, where since he has been living. In the reorganization of the 
Continental Army in 1778 and 9 and a more general one in the Fall of 1780 and early in 1781, 
Regiments and Companies consolidated which changed the officers in command, and some 
became supernumeraries. 
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