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Pension application of Elisha King BLWt324-200     f5VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      11/25/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[Cover page] 
Va.  King, Elisha  B.L.Wt324-200 
     issued February 14, 1807 
     Delivered to L. Goodwyn [sic, should be "P. Goodwyn"] 
 
      7th of March 1806 
Sir, 
 Elisha King a Lieutenant in the late Virginia Line makes application through me for his 
military donation [?]1 Land for his services, you will find that he served to the close of the war. 
    I am, Sir 
     Yr. Obt. Sert.  
      S/ P. Goodwyn2 

      
 
                                                 

1  
2 GOODWYN, Peterson, a Representative from Virginia; born at “Martins,” near Petersburg, Dinwiddie County, 
Va., in 1745; received his education from private tutors; completed preparatory studies; engaged in planting; studied 
law; was admitted to the bar in 1776 and commenced practice in Petersburg, Va., and surrounding counties; during 
the Revolutionary War equipped his own company and rose from captain to major; was promoted to colonel for 
gallantry at the battles of Smithfield and Great Bridge; member of the State house of delegates 1789-1802; elected 
as a Republican to the Eighth and to the seven succeeding Congresses and served from March 4, 1803, until his 
death at his home, “Sweden,” in Dinwiddie County, Va., February 21, 1818; interment in the family burying ground 
on his estate. http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=G000306  
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[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
I do certify that Lt. Elisha King was appointed in my Regiment in December 1780, in which he 
continued until the Consolidation of the 1st & 3rd Regiments which happened on the 10th day of 
November 1782, then he was deranged. 
 October 21st, 1783 
     S/ George Baylor, Colo. 

 
 
I Certified that Mr. Elisha King entered as Sergeant in my Regiment of Virginia Continental's the 
first day of January 1777 and continued in it as such till he was appointed an Ensign in the 
beginning of July 1779 but his Commission bears date from the July before, he continued to act 
as such till the first December 1780 when he accepted an appointment in the Cavalry Mr. King 
acted a month or 2 as quartermaster in the troops at Chesterfield Court House. 
September 11, 1783    S/  William Davies, Colo. 
[A Copy – signed J Pendleton Jr.] 
 
To the Governor and Council of Virginia 
 The undersigned begs leave to respectfully represent to the Executive of Virginia, that in 
the fall of 1776 he enlisted as a Sergeant in the 14th Virginia Regiment commanded by Colonel 
Charles Lewis, in which capacity he served until July 1779 at which time he received the 
commission of Ensign in the same Regiment, then commanded by Colonel William Davis 
[William Davies], which he held till the year 1780 when he was promoted to a lieutenancy under 
the immediate command of General Morgan [Daniel Morgan] in which capacity he continued to 
serve as an infantry officer till after the battle of the "Cowpens" [January 17, 1781].  After this 
battle, he resigned his commission in the infantry and without quitting the field immediately 
received the commission of Lieutenant of cavalry in Colonel Baylor's Regiment of horse 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel William Washington in which capacity he continued to serve 
till the end of the war. 
 In confirmation of this statement the undersigned begs leave to refer your Honorable 

http://lva1.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/F/?func=file&file_name=find-b-clas39&local_base=CLAS39


body to the records of the Register's office and to two certificates to be found filed in the Clerk's 
Office of the executive Department given by Colonels Davis and Baylor. 
 The undersigned, having already received of the General government the bounty of 2666 
2/3 acres of land, the arrearages of pay in what was formerly denominated the "final settlement;" 
together with the commutation for half pay for life promised to those who should serve to the 
end of the war, now claims of his native state the fulfillment of her promise.  A promise made 
under the guarantee of public Faith, a promise made to men who done much to achieve her 
independence and to advance her present high destiny; a promise which the undersigned may 
now claim to be fulfilled, if, loss of blood, a shattered constitution, privations endured and 
[indecipherable words]3 displayed to the end in her cause, can establish a right in his favor. 
Dinwiddie County 
Virginia     with all respect 
December 8th, 1817    S/ Elisha King 

      

                                                 

3       [What I believe to be the first word is 
hyphenated with the "per" appearing on one line in the balance of the word on the next line.] 
 


