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Bounty Land Record of John Hunter Holt BLWt2121-300    f11VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      4/15/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Norfolk Borough 
At a Quarterly Session Court Continued and Held the 27th day of August 1835 
 The Court doth certify that it has been made [to] appear by the oath of Eleazer O Balfour, 
that Elizabeth Oswald the sole devisee of John H Holt a Captain in the Army of the 
Revolutionary War, died intestate leaving six children her only surviving heirs at law viz. first 
Elizabeth C Balfour, Secondly Sarah Oswald, Third Ann L. Oswald, Fourth – Rebecca Glenn 
(which four are now alive) formerly Oswald (who intermarried with Hamilton Glenn, since 
deceased), Fifth William H Oswald also since deceased leaving two children viz.: Richard 
Oswald and William Oswald his only surviving heirs at law and Sixth John H Oswald also since 
deceased leaving three children his only surviving heirs at law viz. John Oswald, Elizabeth 
Oswald now Elizabeth Urban, the wife of Lewis Urban and Caroline Oswald now the wife of 
Israel H Kurtz. 
 I John Williams Clerk of the Court aforesaid in the State of Virginia do hereby Certify 
that the foregoing is a true Copy from the Records of said Court.  In testimony whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the said Office this 28th day of August in the year 
1835 in the 60th year of the Commonwealth 
      S/ John Williams, CC 
 
State of Virginia Corporation of Norfolk: Sc. 
I Elizabeth Balfour one of the heirs at law of John H Holt do upon oath testify and declare to the 
best of my knowledge and belief that the said John H Holt did entered the service in 1776 or 
thereabout for the term of __ Years and served as a Captain in the Regiment No. 1 under the 
command of Colonel George Gibson of the Continental line; and that he continued in service 
aforesaid until he became supernumerary in consequence of the dissolution of said Regiment.  I 
further declare that I have never received a warrant for the bounty land promised to the said Holt 
on the part of the United States: nor do I believe that he ever received it, or transferred his claim 
to it any manner whatsoever, nor that any of the other heirs ever hath received the same, 
therefore know all men by these presents that I Elizabeth Balfour aforesaid do hereby constitute 
and appoint Eleazer O. Balfour to be my true and lawful attorney [etc. etc. legal boilerplate not 
transcribed] 
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[p 9:  Copy of the last will and testament of John Hunter Holt of Richmond, printer in which he 
names his cousin John Dixon, Jr., aunt Dixon, sister Barbour; his sister Elizabeth Oswald as his 
residual legatee.  The will is dated December 4th, 1786 and was probated April 28, 1788 in 
Richmond Virginia.] 


