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Pension application of John Leath VAS859     vsl 11VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     9/15/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[From rejected pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
    Report upon the claim of the heirs of John Leath, as soldier of the  
    Continental line, for bounty land for his services – 
To Governor Tazewell 
 Sir,  
  I have no facts to report, in this case; founded upon public documents. 
 The name of this Soldier does not appear on the Army Register, either of the Continental 
or state line. 
soldier, named John Leath, has received bounty land. 
 The facts, which have been proved by witnesses, whose affidavits have been filed by the 
Petitioner, all the following – to wit – 
 That John Leath enlisted for a term of three years, (according to one witness) in the 
Continental Army, sometime in the year 1778 – that he marched to the North, and died in the 
service, before the expiration of his term of enlistment.  Two other witnesses say – that he 
enlisted either for three years, or during the war; they cannot positively save which; and that he 
died in service.  (See the affidavits of Jeremiah Scoggins, and Thomas Butler & Herbert Heath – 
of whom Scoggins has been proved to be a respectable witness.) 
    Respectfully submitted 
     John H Smith Commissioner &c 
     13th April 1835 
 
[p 5] 
State of Virginia Prince George County to wit 
Personally came Jeremiah Scoggins of said County & State aforesaid, who being duly sworn 
deposeth and saith that John Leath of Prince George & State aforesaid was an enlisted soldier in 
the Revolutionary War against Great Britain that he entered for 3 years that he enlisted sometime 
in the year 1778 and that said John Leath was under Captain Runs [could be Buns] and that he 
went to the North and this deponent states that to the best of his knowledge said Leath was under 
Colonel Call and Colonel Bannister but does not know what Regiment he was in the said Leath 
died sometime before the expiration of said service & has just reason to believe he never 
received any Compensation for said services nor does he know of any person of the name of 
John Leath but the above Leath.  Sworn to & subscribed before me this 15th day of September 
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1834. 
     S/ Hardiman Webb [JP] 
 
State of Virginia Prince George County 
 The undersigned Heirs of John Leith beg leave respectfully to present his Memorial for 
Land Bounty to the Executive of Virginia and in support thereof to submit the following 
statement, 
 That your Memorialist is own Sister of ____ the said Frederick Spires and are now 
Citizens of the State of Virginia & Prince George County that he was a Citizen of Prince George 
County & State aforesaid that he enlisted under Captain Rains1 that he enlisted in the year 1778 
for the term of three years your Memorialist believe he was under Major Call2 and Colonel 
Bannister3 that said Leath died before the Expiration of three years, that his service was rendered 
in the North – Your Memorialist verily believes herself entitled to Land Bounty for the services 
of John Leath aforesaid and are induced to this Conclusion more from the report of others, than 
from any knowledge they themselves possess on the Subject, They therefore believe that if this 
Claim should receive the advantage of an investigation by the Commissioner appointed 
therefore, that it will be fully shown they respectfully ask, that their case may be considered and 
that such a disposition may be made thereof as that right and Justice may be done.  Signed before 
me this 22nd of November 1834 
S/ John a Phillips, JP 
 
State of Virginia Prince George County to wit 
Personally came Ann Harvel of the County and State aforesaid before me Hardiman Webb of the 
County & State aforesaid and acting Justice of the peace who being duly sworn deposeth and 
saith that she is sister to John Leath whose services are proven who was formerly a Citizen [of] 
Prince George County Virginia and that she is the only living Air that she knows of said John 
Leath that she is 76 years of age and knows of his serving nearly 3 years in the old Revolution 
and believes the testimony given of his services to be true.  And subscribed before [me] this 22nd 
of November 1834. 
     S/ Ann Harvell 

      
Herdimon Webb JP Dumont & sworn to this the 22nd day of November 1834 and that said 
Martha Harvel [sic] is entitled to full faith and credit. 
    S/ Herdimon Webb, JP 
 
State of Virginia Prince George County: Personally came before me Thomas Butler and her but 
Heath who being duly sworn deposeth and saith that John Leath of Prince George and state 
aforesaid was a soldier in the Revolutionary War against Great Britain that he enlisted for 3 years 
or during the war but cannot positively save which but one of the 2; that he was in said service 
some considerable time before his death and that he died in said service, these deponents further 
state they were well acquainted with the said John Leath and knew of no other person of the 

                                                 
1 A Captain John Raines is listed in Gwathmey as having served in the Prince George County militia 
2 A Colonel William Call is listed in Gwathmey as having served in the Prince George County militia 
3 A Colonel John Bannister is listed in Gwathmey as having served in the Prince George County militia 



name of John Leath in the service nor in the State and have Just reason to believe that said Leath 
never received any Compensation for said services.  Sworn to and subscribed before me this 8th 
of July 1834. 
NB.  The name of Herbert Heath interlined before signed 
 Sworn to and subscribed 
 before me 
 S/ Herdimon Webb, JP    S/ Thomas Butler, X his mark 
        S/ Herbert Heath, X his mark 


