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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
  
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
   To the Governor of Virginia 
 The heirs of John Nuttall state that he entered the service in the year 1777 on board the 
Dragon ship in the Navy of the Revolution as Gunners Mate. 
 They would call the attention of your Excellency to the evidence here with file to 
substantiate his claim.  – Lewis Hinton says he served on board the same ship & thinks the said 
Nuttall served three years. 
 David Henderson the clerk of the said Ship certifies that he received pay from the 22nd 
February 1777 to the 20 January 1779 nearly 2 years. 
 Almon Dunston also certifies that he entered in 77 & served their guns.  They 
respectfully [prey for] the allowance of his claim to Land bounty for three years Service. 
     S/ Thos. Green 
      p Thos. Keenan [?] Jr 
      Att. for claimant 
 
I certify that I was acquainted with John Nuttall in the revolutionary war – we resided in the 
same neighborhood in Gloucester County – Said Nuttall enlisted in the Naval service in the year 
1777 to best of my recollection for three years, and served on board the ship Dragon, in the 
capacity of gunner, as I heard – He served out his enlistment – 
    S/ Almon Dunston1 
[attested May 30, 1834 in Gloucester County Virginia] 
 
I certify that I was a midshipmen in the ship Dragon in the war of the revolution and that it 
appears from the original book of the Dragon, left in my hands by Captain Callender, that John 
Nuttall was gunners mate on said ship, & that he received pay from the 22nd February 1777 to the 
20th of January 1779 at which time I left the said ship.  How long he continued, or when he 
entered the service, I do not know – 
      S/ David Henderson2 
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[attested in Fredericksburg in July 1834] 
 
I certify that I was well acquainted with John Nuttall of Gloucester County when I entered 
service on board the ship Dragon, which was to the best of my recollection in the year 1777, in 
the spring, I found John Nuttall there, and continued on board the said ship till we left her at the 
Navy yard on Chickahominy towards the close of the war – the said Nuttall was gunners mate – I 
have no hesitation in saying he served at least 3 years – 
    S/ Lewis Hinton,3 X his mark 
[attested in Lancaster County Virginia July 22, 1834] 
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