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Pension application of Samuel Gilmoore [Gilmore, Gilmer] VAS391  vsl 74VA 
 Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves  1/14/13 rev'd 4/3/15 & 6/12/23 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[From pension records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
[p. 1] 
To the Auditor of Publick Accounts 
Sir, 
 A. Rutherford wrote to me that a law is passed by which I placed on the pension list of 
allowing me $60 for my present relief, you will therefore pay the same to A. Rutherford, and this 
shall be your receipt for so doing. 
     S/ Samuel Gilmore 

      
Teste: 
S/ John Graham 
S/ James Gilmore 
 Rockingham County January 31st 1812 
 
[This file contains no documents giving substantive details of the veteran's service.  With the 
exception of the above document, the entire contents of the file are powers of attorney and 
receipts for the collection and payment of the pension due the veteran who evidently lived until 
at least January 22, 1847, the date of the last power of attorney given by the veteran for the 
collection of his pension.] 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
[From Virginia Legislative Pensions] Rockingham County Legislative Papers 
 
[Petition of James Gilmer, father of Samuel Gilmer/Gilmore 
    To the Hon. the General Assembly of Virginia 
 The Petition of James Gilmer of the County of Rockingham most humbly Sheweth That 
your Petitioner's son Samuel Gilmer being enlisted as a Soldier in the service of this State and 
was so unfortunate to be in Col. Buford's defeat [Battle of the Waxhaws, May 29, 1780] at the 
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Hanging Rock in Carolina in the year 1780 at which time he received fifteen bad wounds four of 
which was in his head out of which came five Bones, and returned home to your Petitioner (who 
is very Ancient [?], in low Circumstances) in a very miserable Condition having been almost 
naked your Petitioner truly commiserating [?] that unhappy Situation of his, employed a Doctor 
to cure his wounds, also hired a woman to take care of and to nurse him by whose care and 
assistance under Divine Providence he recovered for which your Petitioner paid forty Shillings to 
each of the said persons viz. the Doctor and the nurse for their trouble and likewise clothed him 
from head to foot, your petitioner therefore prays to be reimbursed the money he has expended 
upon the cure of his said son, and further to be allowed such compensation for Clothing and 
finding four months board as may be thought just and reasonable. 
 And Your Petitioner as in duty bound shall pray 
[there follows a number of signatures, presumably of neighbors of the petitioner but most of the 
signatures are too faint to be discerned] 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
[From Virginia Legislative Pensions] Rockingham County Legislative Papers 
[18 page file under the name of "Samuel Gilmore"] 
 
  To the Hon. the Speaker and Members of the general Assembly 
 Your petitioner Samuel Gilmoore [sic] humbly States that he went out as a Soldier in the 
Revolutionary War, between this Country and Great Britain, and was in that Memorable battle 
called Buford's defeat, in South Carolina the 31 day of May in the year 1780 [sic, May 29, 1780], 
where I received twenty two wounds from the enemy, most of which were with the broad sword, 
several of them so split and fractured my head that there was five pieces of my skull bone taken 
out before I was Cured and my Right hand severely cut off where the fingers joined to the hand, 
so that they are naturally useless but my two four fingers [forefingers] have grown into the 
hollow of my hand, so that they greatly hinder me in getting my living by labor being the only 
way I have to support myself and family, – after I was no longer able to stand and defend myself 
and Country, laying wilting in my blood I received three stabs with a bayonet in the joint of my 
hip, the effects of which I now begin very sensibly to feel; I was taken and kept as a prisoner at 
the place where the battle was fought for three weeks without ever having a Surgent [surgeon] to 
dress my Wounds or any other person but by Five of my fellow Sufferers who was nearly in the 
same Condition, at which time they moved off leaving myself with several others to Shift as we 
could our not being able to go with them, in this situation.  I made towards home traveling a few 
miles a day begging my way till I was met by my friends and conveyed home to the County of 
Rockingham, where I have lived ever Since, being under the hands of a Surgent for nearly two 
years before my Wounds were healed.  I have a Wife and a large family of Children to support 
having no other dependence but my labor to assist them; I have never received a Cent from my 
Country nor have never applied for feeling a Spirit, above it while I was in any way able to live 
without it, but I am now compelled to call on my Country for a small pittance that may enable 
me to spend a few of my last days in a Way that my life may not be a greater burden to me than it 
is, 
Nov. 24th 1811   Gentleman I am yours 
     S/ Samuel Gilmoore 

http://digitool1.lva.lib.va.us:8881/R/DJXEYLUM989KMY7ML99G78C2JEKIDJ3X7TD3JP6U87P1AJID37-00592?func=collections&collection_id=2083&pds_handle=GUEST


      
[Reverse] 
Samuel Gilmoore's Petition 
Received December 4th, 1811 
& referred to Committee of Claims 
Reasonable 
December 10th, 1811 
reported 
Bill drawn 
December [indecipherable] 
 
These are to Certify that Samuel Gilmore Entered into our Army During the American war out of 
the 8th Regiment whom I had Honour to Command: and returned home in most Mangled and 
Distrest [Distressed] Condition: which Rendered him unable to support himself he being in low 
Circumstances; for a considerable time unable to support himself perhaps some years: one of his 
hands was deformed by a wound received in it perhaps he has twenty scars from wounds 
received at Buford's Defeat he lives near neighbor to me and has since he was a boy and ever has 
supported a good Character as to sobriety, honesty and industry. 
In testimony whereof I signed my name 
     S/ Benjm Harrison [Benjamin Harrison] 

 
 
I Certify that Samuel Gilmore returned from the War – 1780 with Wounds as follows – his Right 
Hand Crippled – and His Head badly wounded –: as witness I certify this. 
      S/ Arthur Davison 



      
 
    Rockingham County November 23rd, 1811 
 At the Request of Mr. Samuel Gilmore I feel it to be a duty I owe to him as a good old 
Soldier to give him the following certificate 
 I seen the above named Samuel Gilmore as his friends were bringing him home in the 
year 1780 sometime about the month of June or July and seen his wounds at that time many of 
them not cured up and some of the wounds were alive with creeping animals, and he did not 
appear as if he would ever get over his wounds, one of his hands had been nearly cut off but has 
since got well but his fingers are quite grown into his hand so that it must be with great difficulty 
that he can get his living by labor he has always lived a neighbor to me and I know him to be an 
honest hard-working man and think of there is any man who ought to have a pension from 
wounds received if fighting in the defense of his Country he ought and I have every reason to 
believe he received the above wounds at Bluford's defeat in South Carolina, and have understood 
that he acted as a brave and valiant Soldier, I also feel it a duty further to state that I know he 
voluntarily joined an artillery Company since he has got his wounds healed up, and was not 
willing to be an invalid but rather chose to be in a Company, Stating that if there should be a War 
he wished to have a hand in it, that he might get some satisfaction for the Wounds that he 
Received, I have never heard of his applying for this far a pension and believe it was owing to 
his feeling of spirit above applying whilst he was in any way able to maintain himself and family. 
The above statement is made under a sense of duty to an old friend a Soldier 
     S/ Henry Smith 

     


